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A WORD OF EXPLANATION

WHEN PLANS WERE LAID FOR THE VOLUMES OF THE SPIRIT OF
PROPHECY SERIES IT WAS THOUGHT THAT THE BOOKS SHOULD
CONTAIN APPROXIMATELY FOUR HUNDRED PAGES AND THAT ONE VOLUME
COULD BE DEVOTED TO OLD TESTAMENT HISTORY, ONE TO
NEW TESTAMENT HISTORY, AND A THIRD COMPLETING THE
CONTROVERSY STORY BY CARRYING THROUGH REFORMATION HISTORY TO
THE END OF THE CONTROVERSY. THE PLANS FOR THE OLD TESTAMENT
HISTORY WERE SUCCESSFULLY MET IN SPIRIT OF PROPHECY,
VOLUME I. BUT MRS. WHITE FOUND IT IMPOSSIBLE TO HOLD EVEN
THE LIFE OF CHRIST TO THE ONE FOUR-HUNDRED-PAGE BOOK, SO
VOLUME II CLOSES WITH CHRIST'S TRIUMPHANT ENTRY INTO JERUSALEM,
LEAVING THE FINAL SCENES OF CHRIST'S LIFE AND THE WORK
OF THE APOSTLES FOR VOLUME III. HERE, TOO, THERE PROVED TO BE
MORE MATERIAL THAN COULD BE INCLUDED IN A FOUR-HUNDRED-PAGE
BOOK, SO IT CUT OFF AT PAGE 392 WITH THE CHAPTER
"OPPOSITION AT THESSALONICA." p. vi, par. 1, [3SP]

IT HAD BEEN MRS. WHITE'S INTENT TO PICK UP THE CLOSING
SCENES OF THE LIVES AND WORK OF THE APOSTLES IN THE EARLY
CHAPTERS OF VOLUME IV. HOWEVER, AS SHE MOVED TOWARD
PUBLICATION SHE WAS INSTRUCTED IN VISION THAT THIS VOLUME SHOULD
OPEN WITH THE ACCOUNT OF THE DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM. THE
REASON FOR THIS SOON BECAME APPARENT, AS VOLUME IV EARLY
BECAME A WORK SOLD BY OUR COLPORTEURS. IT WOULD HAVE BEEN
AWKWARD TO HAVE SUCH A BOOK OPEN WITH THE CLOSING YEARS
OF THE MINISTRY OF PAUL AND PETER. p. vi, par. 2, [3SP]

THIS CHANGE IN PLAN LEFT THE READERS WITH A BREAK IN
THE STORY AND MRS. WHITE WITH SEVERAL UNUSED CHAPTERS. IN
THE NEXT PRINTING OF VOLUME III THESE WERE ADDED AT THE
CLOSE. CONSEQUENTLY THERE ARE TWO PRINTINGS, ONE WITH 392
PAGES AND THE OTHER WITH 442. p. vi, par. 3, [3SP]

SINCE PAGE VIII OF THE FIRST PRINTING WAS FULL, THE TABLE



OF CONTENTS WAS NOT CHANGED IN THE SECOND PRINTING. AS WILL
BE OBSERVED, THE ADDED CHAPTERS ARE: p. vi, par. 4, [3SP]

CHAPTER XXXII PAUL AT BEREA AND ATHENS 393
CHAPTER XXXIII PAUL AT CORINTH 404
CHAPTER XXXIV PAUL AT EPHESUS 415
CHAPTER XXXV TRIALS AND VICTORIES OF PAUL 427
CHAPTER XXXVI MARTYRDOM OF PAUL AND PETER 436
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THE GREAT CONTROVERSY
CHAPTER I
WEEPING OVER JERUSALEM

The triumphal ride of Christ into Jerusalem, just prior to
his crucifixion, was the dim foreshadowing of his coming in
the clouds of heaven with power and glory amid the triumph
of angels and rejoicing of the saints. Then will be
fulfilled the words of Christ: "Ye shall not see me
henceforth, till ye shall say, Blessed is He that cometh in
the name of the Lord." Zechariah, in prophetic wvision, was
shown the day of final triumph, when Christ shall come in



glory; and also the condition of the Jews who rejected him
at his first advent: "And they shall look upon me whom they
have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth
for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as
one that is in bitterness for his firstborn." p. 9, Para.
1, [3SP].

The tears of Christ as he wept over Jerusalem were for the
sins of all time. The Jewish nation was a symbol of the
people of all ages who scorn the pleadings of Infinite
love. Those who profess to be the representatives of Christ
upon earth, yet whose lives are a continual denial of him,
may read their own condemnation in Christ's denunciation of
the self-righteous Jews. The Saviour came to the world
bringing the light of truth; but his counsel has ever been
rejected and his mercies despised by those who have allowed
selfishness and the love of mammon and worldly honor to
possess the temple of the heart. p. 9, Para. 2, [3SP].

The sin of Jerusalem was in the rejection of her then
present mercies and warnings. As a tender father pities a
loved but erring and rebellious son, so had Jesus
compassion upon Jerusalem. He had sent prophets and wise
men with counsel, entreaties, and warnings of threatened
judgments if she refused to forsake her sins. Sacrificial
blood had flowed continuously for centuries, symbolizing
the great atonement of the Son of God, to be offered for
the salvation of man. But though the sacrifices of beasts
had been abundant, they could not supply the place of true
sorrow for sin and obedience to God. A broken heart and
contrite spirit would have been of far more value in the
sight of God than multitudes of offerings without true
repentance. p. 10, Para. 1, [3SP].

Jerusalem had not improved her privileges; she had
rejected the warnings of the prophets, and slain the holy
representatives of God. But the generation that Jesus
denounced was not responsible for the sins of their
fathers, only so far as they followed their evil practices,
and thus made themselves accountable for their course of
hatred and revenge in persecuting the ancient messengers of
God. It was the present mercies and warnings which that
generation were rejecting that fastened upon them guilt
which the blood of bulls and goats could not wash away.
Proud, self-righteous, and independent, they had separated
farther and farther from Heaven until they had become
willing subjects of Satan. The Jewish nation for centuries



had been forging the fetters which that generation were
irrevocably fastening upon themselves. p. 10, Para. 2,
[3SP].

The tears of Christ expressed his anguish at seeing his
people bringing sure destruction upon themselves. Gladly
would he have broken from their necks the yoke of bondage
to a heathen nation. But, while the Pharisees bitterly
complained of their humiliation and oppression, they
refused with hatred the only help that could relieve them
from captivity, and make them a free and happy people. The
voice of the Saviour had been heard for three years
inviting the weary and heavy-laden to come unto him and he
would give them rest. He had scattered blessings wherever
his feet had trod. But, instead of returning his love with
gratitude, they thrust Christ from them, and were now about
to seal their own doom by putting him to death. p. 11,
Para. 1, [3SP].

The earthly Jerusalem represents a large majority of the
professed Christians of this age of the world. The Saviour
has dispensed his blessings to us at the infinite sacrifice
of his own life. This is our day of mercies and privileges.
In every age of the world there is given to men their day
of light and privileges, a probationary time in which they
may become reconciled with God. But there is a limit to
this grace. Mercy may plead for years and be rejected and
slighted; but there comes a time when mercy makes her last
plea. The sweet, winning voice entreats the sinner no
longer, and reproofs and warnings cease. p. 11, Para. 2,
[3SP].

That day had now come to Jerusalem. Jesus, from the summit
of Olivet, in a voice broken by irrepressible sobs and
tears, makes his last appeal to the nation of his choice:
"If thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy day,
the things which belong unto thy peace--" A little remnant
of the day still remained, in which Jerusalem might see and
repent of her fatal error, and turn to Christ. While the
fast westering sun yet lingered in the heavens there was
time for her to be saved. The angel of mercy had long
pleaded for the impenitent city; but now she prepared to
step down from the golden throne, while the words of
irrevocable justice were spoken: "But now they are hid from
thine eyes." p. 11, Para. 3, [3SP].

The words of Christ, spoken upon the mount, reach to our



time. His tears were for our impenitence. He has sent great
light to us, as he did to the Jews. There have been given
to us reproofs, entreaties, warnings, and the Saviour's
yearning love. As the temple courts were desecrated by
unholy traffic in the days of Christ, so the temple of the
heart where Christ should be enshrined is defiled by
selfishness, love of the world, malice, envy, and unholy
passions. The Saviour sends messages to warn the sinner of
danger and rouse his heart to repentance, but they are too
often received as idle tales. Many of those who profess
godliness are as unsanctified by the Spirit of God today as
were the Pharisees in the days of Jesus. The light of truth
is rejected by thousands because it involves a cross; it
does not harmonize with their practices, and the natural
inclinations of their hearts. p. 12, Para. 1, [3SP].

The prophets of God did not find favor with apostate
Israel because through them their hidden sins were brought
to light. Ahab regarded Elijah as his enemy, because the
prophet was faithful to unfold the monarch's secret
iniquities. So, today, the servant of Christ, the reprover
of sin, meets with scorn and rebuffs. Bible truth, the
religion of Christ, struggles against a strong current of
moral impurity. p. 12, Para. 2, [3SP].

Prejudice is even stronger now in the hearts of men than
it was in Christ's day. Men, prompted by Satan, raise
doubts as to the truth of God's Word, and exercise their
independent judgment. They choose darkness rather than
light at the peril of their souls; for God does not propose
to remove every objection against his truth which the
carnal heart can offer. The mysteries of the Word of God
remain such forever to those who refuse to accept the
precious rays of light which would illuminate their
darkness. Divine love sheds tears of anguish over men
formed in the likeness of their Maker who will not accept
his love and receive the impress of his divine image. p.
13, Para. 1, [3SP].

Christ overlooked the world and all ages from the height
of Olivet; and his words are applicable to every individual
who slights the pleadings of his divine mercy. Scorner of
his love, he addresses you today. It is "thou, even thou,"
who shouldst know the things which belong to thy peace. The
retribution of the sinner will be proportionate to the
light which he has received. p. 13, Para. 2, [3SP].



The most responsible period for the Jews was when Jesus
was in their midst. And yet even the disciples appreciated
but lightly the presence of God's Son until it was removed
from them, when Christ ascended to Heaven. The Redeemer was
unwilling to sever his connection with the Jewish nation.
He had borne with its impenitence and abuse for years. He
regarded them with the same unselfish devotion which a
mother feels toward the child of her care. For centuries he
had stayed the bolts of God's wrath from falling on
Jerusalem. But now she had filled up the cup of her
iniquity by persecution of the Son of God, and divine
vengeance was to fall upon her. Jesus gazed with
inexpressible anguish upon the city and the temple he had
loved. "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the
prophets, and stonest them that are sent unto thee, how
often would I have gathered thy children together, even as
a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would
not!" p. 13, Para. 3, [3SP].

If the Jewish people would have thrown off their bigotry
and blind unbelief long enough to have looked into the
depths of the loving, compassionate heart of Jesus, they
could never have crucified the Lord of glory. But they were
perverse and self-righteous; and when the priests and
rulers heard the prophetic voice of the past sounded in
trumpet tones by the multitude, in answer to the question,
"Who is this?" they did not accept it as the voice of
inspiration. The long list of ancient authorities pointing
forward to Jesus as the Messiah, and which were quoted by
the disciples, brought no proof to their hearts. But they
were too much amazed and angered to express their
indignation in words. Just as they were secretly and
artfully laying their plans to put Jesus to death, behold!
the humble Galilean is suddenly invested with honor that he
had never before claimed, and receives homage which he had
hitherto refused. p. 14, Para. 1, [3SP].

The dignitaries of the temple are dumb with astonishment.
Where now is the boasted power of priests and rulers over
the people! The authorities had announced that whoever
should acknowledge Jesus to be the Christ was to be put out
of the synagogue and deprived of its sacred privileges. Yet
here are the enthusiastic multitude shouting loud hosannas
to the Son of David, and recounting the titles given him by
the prophets. As well might the priests and rulers attempt
to deprive the earth of the shining face of the sun, as to
shut from the world the beams of glory from the Sun of



Righteousness. In spite of all opposition, the kingdom of
Christ was confessed by the people. p. 14, Para. 2, [3SP].

When the priests and rulers recovered their voices, they
murmured among themselves, "Perceive ye how ye prevail
nothing? Behold, the world is gone after him." But they
soon shook off the paralyzing effect of the strange
exhibition which they had witnessed, and tried to
intimidate the crowd by threatening to complain of them to
the civil authorities as raising an insurrection. Some of
the Pharisees carried out their threats, and angrily
denounced Jesus to the Roman officers present as the leader
of a rebellion. Others joined them, accusing the Saviour of
setting himself up as king in defiance of the Roman power.
Annas the priest urged that he was about to take possession
of the temple, and reign as king in Jerusalem. p. 15,
Para. 1, [3SP].

But the calm voice of Jesus hushed for a moment the
clamorous throng as he proclaimed that his kingdom was not
of this world; that he had not come to establish a temporal
rule; that he should soon ascend to his Father, and his
accusers should see him no more until he should come again
in glory; and then, too late for their salwvation, they
should acknowledge him, saying, "Blessed is He that cometh
in the name of the Lord." p. 15, Para. 2, [3SP].

Jesus spoke these words with sadness and with singular
power. The Roman officers were silenced and subdued. Their
hearts, though strangers to divine influence, were moved as
they had never been moved before; and a sudden hush fell
upon the multitude. He who could command the elements,
whose voice had stilled the angry waters of the deep, could
also quell the excitement and apprehension of heathen men
who had not rejected his light nor steeled their hearts
against him by prejudice. The Roman officers read love,
benevolence, and quiet dignity in the calm and solemn face
of Jesus. They were stirred by a sympathy they could not
understand. Before them was a man of humble mien, but of
Godlike bearing. They were more inclined to pay him homage
than to arrest him for insurrection. p. 16, Para. 1,
[3SP].

They perceived that the priests and rulers were the only
persons who were angry and creating a disturbance. They
therefore turned upon them, and charged them with being the
occasion of all the confusion. The priests and Pharisees,



chagrined and defeated by this, turned to the people with
their complaints, and wrangled among themselves with loud
and angry disputation. There was a division of opinion
among the priesthood regarding Jesus. Annas vehemently
accused him of being an impostor. Caiaphas had publicly
acknowledged him to be a prophet, but considered that his
death was necessary to the fulfillment of prophecy. These
two leaders gathered parties to their opinions. The
majority of the common people were in favor of Jesus,
declaring that no man could do the works which he had done.
p- 16, Para. 2, [3SP].

While these angry contentions were going on, Jesus, the
subject of all this disputation, passed unnoticed to the
temple and looked about it with sorrowful eyes. All was
quiet there, for the scene that had transpired upon Olivet
had called all the people away from the temple. After
looking upon it for a short time with solemn countenance,
Jesus withdrew from the temple with his disciples, and
passed on to Bethany. And when the people would have placed
him upon the throne as king of Israel, he was nowhere to be
found. p. 17, Para. 1, [3SP].

Jesus spent the entire night in prayer, and in the
morning, while returning again from Bethany, he passed a
fig orchard. He was hungry, "And seeing a fig tree afar off
having leaves, he came, if haply he might find any thing
thereon; and when he came to it, he found nothing but
leaves; for the time of figs was not yet. And Jesus
answered and said unto it, No man eat fruit of thee
hereafter forever. And his disciples heard it." p. 17,
Para. 2, [3SP].

It was not the season for ripe figs, except in certain
localities; and on the elevated height of Olivet it might
truly be said, "the time of figs was not yet." It is the
nature of the fig tree that before the leaves open the
growing fruit appears; so it would follow that upon a tree
covered with leaves one would expect to find well matured
figs. The tree which Jesus saw was beautiful to look upon,
but upon a thorough searching of its branches, he found
that its appearance was deceitful, for it bore "nothing but
leaves." In order to teach his disciples an impressive
lesson, he used the fig tree as a symbol, and invested it
with moral qualities and made it the medium by which to
teach a divine truth. p. 17, Para. 3, [3SP].



The Jews stood forth distinct from all other nations,
professing perfect allegiance to the God of Heaven. They
had been specially favored by him, and they claimed a
greater piety than any other people, while in reality they
were sinful, corrupted by the love of the world and the
greed of gain. Boasting of their goodness and knowledge,
yet full of hypocrisy and cruelty, and ignorant of the
requirements of God, they were like the barren fig tree
that spread its pretentious branches aloft, luxuriant in
appearance, and beautiful to the eye, but upon which Jesus
found "nothing but leaves." p. 18, Para. 1, [3SP].

The Jewish religion with its magnificent display of
temple, sacred altars, sacrificial pomp, mitered priests
and impressive ceremonies, was but a superficial covering
under which pride, oppression and iniquity held sway. The
leaves were abundant and beautiful, but the tree bore no
goodly fruit. The next morning as they passed by the same
orchard, the disciples saw that the fig tree which Jesus
cursed was withered and blasted from root to branch. Jesus
presented to his disciples the true condition of the Jews
in this striking figure of the barren fig tree; and, as the
tree withered beneath the Saviour's blighting curse, and
stood forth sere and blasted, dried up by the roots, so
should all pretentious hypocrites be brought low. p. 18,
Para. 2, [3SP].

The other trees in the fig orchard were also destitute of
fruit; but their boughs were leafless, therefore they
raised no expectations and caused no disappointment. These
leafless trees represented the Gentiles, who made no boasts
of superior piety. In them the words of the scripture finds
an application, "the time of figs was not yet." But while
the Jews in proud self-confidence stood forth assuming
superiority to all others, the Gentiles were in a measure
feeling their want and weakness, and longing for a better
day, a clearer and more certain light to guide their
wandering footsteps. p. 18, Para. 3, [3SP].

The Jewish nation were outwardly religious, priding
themselves upon their sacred temple, the pomp of priests
and the imposing ceremonies of the morning and evening
services, gorgeous synagogues and sacrificial offerings.
Here were abundant leaves, beautiful and bright, to cover
the hollow hypocrisy, malice, and oppression at the heart
of all this vain display. The Jews were privileged with the
presence of Christ manifested in the flesh. This



inestimable blessing which God bestowed upon them should
have called forth their devout acknowledgments. But in
blind prejudice they refused the mercies offered them by
Jesus. His love was lavished upon them in vain, and they
regarded not his wondrous works. Sorrow fled at his
approach; infirmity and deformity were healed; injustice
and oppression shrunk ashamed from his rebuke; while death
and the grave humbled themselves in his presence and obeyed
his commands. Yet the people of his choice rejected him and
his mighty miracles with scorn. The Majesty of Heaven came
unto his own, and his own received him not. p. 19, Para.
1, [3sP].

The judgment pronounced upon the barren fig tree not only
symbolizes the sentence passed upon the Jews, but is also
applicable to the professed Christians of our time, who
have become formal, selfish, boasting and hypocritical.
Many who profess godliness stand before the world like the
barren fig tree, displaying pretentious leaves but utterly
devoid of fruit. They go through the form of worship, yet
have not repentance and faith. In the doom of the fig tree
Christ demonstrated how hateful in his eyes are hypocrisy
and hollow pretense. Ever pitiful to the truly penitent,
ever ready to receive them and to heal their maladies, he
thus evidenced that the open sinner is in a more favorable
condition before God than the Christian who bears no fruit
to his glory. p. 19, Para. 2, [3SP].

Important events clustered around the close of Christ's
ministry. His triumphal entrance into Jerusalem, his
cleansing of the desecrated temple and the blighting of the
barren fig tree, all pointed to the doom of Jerusalem. The
tears of Jesus upon the mount, when he overlooked the city
of his love and care, while in the midst of the rejoicing
and hosannas of thousands, were the last pleadings of
rejected love and compassion. p. 20, Para. 1, [3SP].

CHAPTER II.
CLEANSING THE TEMPLE.

As Jesus entered the outer court of the temple it was like
entering a vast cattle-yard. Mingled with the lowing of the
oxen, the bleating of the sheep and the cooing of the
doves, were the sharp clinking of coin and the sound of
angry altercation between traffickers, some of whom were
ministers of sacred rites. The holy precincts of the temple



presented a most unsanctified and painful spectacle to
those conscientious Jews who, while deploring the
desecration of God's holy place, were unable to prevent it;
for the dignitaries of the temple themselves engaged in
buying and selling, and the exchange of money. They were
artful and avaricious, and the greed of gain overbore all
religious scruples, and they carried their traffic to such
extremes that they were no better than thieves in the sight
of God. p. 20, Para. 2, [3SP].

Three years before at the commencement of his ministry,
Jesus had driven from the temple those who defiled it by
their unholy traffic; and by his stern and God-like
demeanor had struck awe to the hearts of the scheming
traders. Now, at the close of his earthly mission, he came
again to the temple of God and found it still desecrated by
the same abominable practices and the same defilers. Little
did the priests and rulers realize the solemn, sacred work
which it was their office to perform. At every passover and
Feast of Tabernacles thousands of cattle were slain, and
their blood caught by the priests and poured upon the
altar. The Jews had become familiar with blood as a
purifier from guilt, and they had almost lost sight of the
fact that sin made necessary all this shedding of the blood
of beasts, and that it prefigured the blood of God's dear
Son which was to be shed for the life of the world, and
that by the offering of sacrifices men were to be directed
toward a crucified Redeemer. p. 21, Para. 1, [3SP].

Jesus looked upon the innocent victims of sacrifice,
symbolizing himself, and saw how the Jews had made these
great convocations scenes of bloodshed and cruelty, thus in
a great measure destroying the solemnity of the institution
of sacrifices. The bringing together of such a wvast number
of cattle and sheep made a noisy market of the temple
court, and gave scope to that spirit of avarice and sharp
trading which characterized the leaders of the people, who
endeavored to keep the business in their own hands. These
persons realized immense profits by their exorbitant prices
and false dealing. The indignation of Jesus was stirred; he
knew that his blood, soon to be shed for the sins of the
world, would be as little appreciated by the priests and
elders as the blood of beasts which they kept incessantly
flowing. p. 21, Para. 2, [3SP].

In place of humble repentance of sin the sacrifice of
beasts was multiplied, as if God could be conciliated by



such heartless service. Samuel said: "Hath the Lord as
great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in
obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better
than sacrifice." And Isaiah, seeing through prophetic
vision the apostasy of the Jews, addressed them as rulers
of Sodom and Gomorrah: "Hear the word of the Lord, ye
rulers of Sodom; give ear unto the law of our God, ye
people of Gomorrah. To what purpose is the multitude of
your sacrifices unto me? saith the Lord. I am full of the
burnt offerings of rams, and the fat of fed beasts; and I
delight not in the blood of bullocks, or of lambs, or of he
goats. When ye come to appear before me, who hath required
this at your hand, to tread my courts?" "Wash you, make you
clean; put away the evil of your doings from before mine
eyes; cease to do evil; learn to do well; seek Jjudgment,
relieve the oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead for the
widow." p. 22, Para. 1, [3SP].

The Saviour witnessed the fulfillment of this prophecy.
Three years before he had cleansed the temple, but all that
defiled its courts at that time existed now in a much
greater degree. In fulfillment of ancient prophecy the
people had proclaimed Jesus to be the King of Israel; he
had accepted their homage and the office of king and
priest. He knew that his efforts to reform a corrupted
priesthood would be in wvain; but nevertheless, his work
must be done, the evidence of his divine mission must be
given to an unbelieving people. p. 22, Para. 2, [3SP].

As the piercing look of Jesus swept the desecrated court
of the temple, all eyes were instinctively turned toward
him. The voices of the people and the noise of the cattle
were hushed. Priest, ruler, Pharisee and Gentile all looked
with mute astonishment and indefinable awe upon the Son of
God, who stood before them with the majesty of Heaven's
King, divinity flashing through humanity and investing him
with a dignity and glory he had never before displayed. A
strange fear fell upon the people. Those nearest Jesus
instinctively drew as far from him as the crowd would
permit. With the exception of a few of his disciples the
Saviour stood alone. All sound was hushed; the deep silence
seemed unbearable, and when the firm, compressed lips of
Jesus parted, and his voice rang out in clarion tones,
there was an involuntary groan or sigh of relief from all
present. p. 23, Para. 1, [3SP].

He spoke in clear accents and with a power that caused the



people to sway as if moved by a mighty tempest: "It is
written, My house is the house of prayer; but ye have made
it a den of thieves." He descended the steps, and, with
greater authority than he had there manifested three years
before, with indignation that quenched all opposition, in
tones that rang like a trumpet through the whole temple,
commanded, "Take these things hence." The displeasure of
his countenance seemed like a consuming fire; there was no
questioning his authority; all fled in the greatest haste
from his presence, taking with them, and driving before
them, the cattle and merchandise that had desecrated the
temple of the Most High. Here Christ evidenced to the world
that, with all his infinite love and mercy, he could
execute stern justice. p. 23, Para. 2, [3SP].

Three years before the dignitaries of the temple had been
ashamed of their precipitous flight before the command of
the youthful Jesus, and had since wondered at their own
fears and unquestioning obedience of a single humble man.
They had felt that it was impossible for such an
undignified surrender on their part to be repeated. Yet a
second time they were more terrified and in greater haste
than before to obey his command. After the buyers and
sellers had been expelled, Jesus looked upon the flying
crowd with the most profound pity. Many remained anxiously
hoping that this man, who assumed such power and authority,
was the longed for Messiah. p. 24, Para. 1, [3SP].

The crowd, rushing from the temple courts, driving their
cattle before them, met a throng that came, bearing with
them the sick and dying, and inquiring for the great
Healer. The flying people gave the most exaggerated report
of the act of Christ in cleansing the temple. Upon hearing
this some of those who were hastening to find Jesus turned
back, fearing to meet one so powerful, whose very glance
had driven the priests and rulers from his presence. But a
large number pressed their passage through the hurrying
throng, eager to reach Him who was their only hope, and
feeling that should he fail to relieve them of their
sorrows and maladies they might as well die at once, as his
power was greater than that of all others. p. 24, Para. 2,
[3SP].

A wonderful spectacle is now presented before the
disciples; the court of the temple, cleansed from its
defilers, is filled with the sick and suffering, some of
whom are brought in a dying condition before Jesus. These



afflicted ones feel their distressing need; they realize
that they must perish unless the great Physician takes pity
upon them. They fix their eyes imploringly upon the face of
Christ, expecting to see there that severity of which they
had heard from those whom they met leaving the temple; but
they read in that dear face only love and tender pity. p.
25, Para. 1, [3SP].

Jesus kindly received the sick, and disease and
approaching death fled at a touch of his hand. He gave hope
to the sorrowing and despondent, and lifted the burdens
from the hearts of those who sought him. The dumb, blind
and paralytic went from his presence rejoicing in perfect
soundness. He gathered little children in his arms as
tenderly as would a loving mother, soothed their fretful
cries, banished the fever and pain from their little forms,
and handed them back, smiling and healthful, to their
grateful parents. p. 25, Para. 2, [3SP].

That morning the court had been a scene of trade and
traffic, full of the noisy clamor of men and of beasts;
now, all was calm within that sacred enclosure; and the
eager multitude heard the words of eternal 1life from the
lips of the Saviour. Nothing interrupted his discourse save
new applications for mercy and freedom from disease, and
the glad shouts of praise to the Healer as he relieved them
from their suffering. p. 25, Para. 3, [3SP].

The priests and rulers were involuntarily drawn back to
the temple. After the first panic of terror had abated they
were seized with an anxiety to know what would be the next
movement of Jesus. They expected him to take the throne of
David. Quietly returning to the temple, they heard the
voices of men, women and children praising God. Upon
entering, they stood transfixed before the strange scene
being enacted before them. They saw the sick healed, the
blind restored to sight, the deaf receive their hearing and
the cripple leap for joy. The children were foremost in
rejoicing. They repeated the hosannas that were shouted the
day before, and waved palm-branches triumphantly before the
Saviour. The temple echoed and re-echoed with acclamations
of "Blessed is he who cometh in the name of the Lord!"
"Behold, thy King cometh unto thee. He is just and having
salvation!" "Hosanna to the son of David!" p. 25, Para. 4,
[3SP].

As the dignitaries of the temple beheld all this



commotion, and heard the happy unrestrained voices of the
children, their old intolerance returned and they set about
putting a stop to such demonstrations. They represented to
the people that the holy temple was polluted by the feet of
the children and by their noisy shouts and rejoicing. They
who had permitted and even engaged in angry altercations,
and buying and selling within those sacred walls, who had
heard unmoved the distracting noise of the various animals
allowed within the precincts, were apparently overwhelmed
with indignation that the innocent rejoicing of glad
children should be tolerated within the temple court. p.
26, Para. 1, [3SP].

The priests and rulers, finding that they made no
impression upon the people who had felt and witnessed the
power of the divine Teacher, ventured to appeal to Christ
himself, "And said unto him, Hearest thou what these say?
And Jesus saith unto them, Yea; have ye never read, Out of
the mouth of babes and sucklings thou hast perfected
praise?" Had the voices of those happy children been
silenced, the very pillars of the temple would have sounded
the Saviour's praise. Jesus was ever a lover of children;
he accepted their childish sympathy and their open,
unaffected love. The grateful praise from their pure lips
was music in his ears, and refreshed his spirits which were
depressed by the hypocrisy of the Jews. On this occasion he
had healed the maladies of the children, clasped them in
his arms, received their kisses of grateful affection, and
they had fallen asleep upon his breast while he was
teaching the people. Wherever the Saviour went the
benignity of his countenance, and his gentle, kindly manner
won the love and confidence of children. p. 26, Para. 2,
[3SP] .

The Pharisees were utterly perplexed and disconcerted at
the turn things had taken and the failure of their attempt
to quell the enthusiasm of the people. One was in command
whom they could not intimidate with their assumption of
authority. Jesus had taken his position as guardian of the
temple. Never before had he assumed such kingly authority;
never before had his words and acts possessed so great
power. He had done great and marvelous works throughout
Jerusalem, but never in such a solemn and impressive
manner. p. 27, Para. 1, [3SP].

Jesus, in taking charge of the temple court, had wrought
there a wonderful change. He had banished the buyers and



sellers, the money-changers and the cattle; "and would not
suffer that any man should carry any vessel through the
temple." So sacred did the world's Redeemer regard the
building dedicated to the worship of God. The priests and
rulers dared not show open hostility to Jesus in presence
of the people who had witnessed his wonderful works. Though
enraged and confounded by his answer they were unable to
accomplish anything farther that day. p. 27, Para. 2,
[3SP].

On the following morning the Sanhedrim was assembled for
the purpose of deciding what should be done with Jesus. His
singular invasion of the temple was so presumptuous and
surpassingly strange in their eyes, that they urged the
propriety of calling him to account for the boldness of his
conduct in interfering with the authorized keepers of the
temple. Three years before they had challenged him to give
them a sign of his Messiahship. Since that time he had
wrought mighty works in their midst. He had healed the
sick, miraculously fed thousands of people, walked upon the
boisterous waves, and spoken peace unto the troubled sea.
He had repeatedly read the secrets of their hearts like an
open book; he had cast out demons, and raised the dead to
life; yet they still refused to see and acknowledge the
evidences of his Messiahship. p. 28, Para. 1, [3SP].

They now decided to demand no sign of his authority for
his bold action regarding the temple, but to confront him
with questions and charges calculated to draw out some
admissions or declarations by which they might condemn him.
After carefully arranging their plan they repaired to the
temple where Jesus was preaching the gospel to the people,
and proceeded to question him as to what authority he had
for his acts in the temple. They expected him to reply that
God had invested him with the authority which he had there
manifested. This assertion they were prepared to deny. But
instead of this Jesus met them with a question apparently
pertaining to another subject: "The baptism of John, was it
from Heaven, or of men?" His questioners were at a loss how
to reply. If they should deny the mission of John and his
baptism unto repentance, they would lose influence with the
people--for John was acknowledged by them to be a prophet
of God. But if they should acknowledge that John's mission
was divine, then they would be obliged to acknowledge Jesus
as the Messiah; for John had repeatedly pointed him out to
the people as the Christ, saying, "Behold the Lamb of God
that taketh away the sins of the world." John had spoken of



Jesus as one whose shoe's latchet he was not worthy to
unloose. p. 28, Para. 2, [3SP].

Jesus laid the burden of decision upon them as to the true
character of John's mission. "And they reasoned with
themselves, saying, If we shall say from Heaven, he will
say, Why believed ye him not? But and if we say, Of men,
all the people will stone us; for they be persuaded that
John was a prophet." In their hearts they did not accept
the teachings of John. If they had done so they could not
have rejected Jesus, of whom John prophesied. But they had
deceived the people by assuming to believe in the ministry
of John; and now they dared not, in answer to the Saviour's
question, declare that John's mission was divine lest Jesus
should demand their reason for not receiving the prophet's
testimony concerning him. He might have said, If John was
from Heaven, so am I; my ministry and work is so closely
connected with his that they cannot be separated. p. 29,
Para. 1, [3SP].

The people were listening with bated breath to hear what
answer the priests and rulers would make to the direct
question of Jesus, as to the baptism of John, whether it
was from Heaven or of men. They expected them to
acknowledge that John was sent of God; but, after
conferring secretly among themselves, the priests decided
to be as wary as possible; "and they answered, that they
could not tell whence it was. And Jesus said unto them,
Neither tell I you by what authority I do these things."
Scribes, priests and rulers stood confused and disappointed
before the people, whose respect they had lost in a great
degree by their cowardice and indecision. p. 30, Para. 1,
[3SP] .

All these sayings and doings of Christ were important, and
their influence was to be felt in an ever increasing degree
after the crucifixion, the resurrection and the ascension.
Many of those who had anxiously awaited the result of the
questioning of Jesus, were finally to become his disciples,
first drawn towards him by his words on that eventful day.
The scene in the temple court was never to fade from their
minds. The contrast between the appearance of Jesus and the
high priest, as they talked together, was very marked. The
mighty dignitary of the temple was clothed in rich and
gorgeous garments, with a glittering tiara upon his head.
His majestic bearing, and his hair and long flowing beard
silvered by age, gave him a strikingly venerable



appearance, calculated to inspire the people with profound
awe. p. 30, Para. 2, [3SP].

The Majesty of Heaven stood before this august personage
without ornament or display. His garments were travel-
stained; his face was pale and expressed a touching
sadness; yet there was a dignity and benevolence written
there which contrasted strangely with the proud, self-
confident and angry air of the high priest. Many of those
who were witnesses of the marvelous words and deeds of
Jesus in the temple, enshrined him in their hearts from
that time as the prophet of God. But the hatred of the
priests toward Jesus increased as the popular feeling
turned in his favor. The wisdom by which he escaped the
nets set for his feet, added fresh fuel to their hatred,
being a new evidence of his divinity. p. 30, Para. 3,
[3SP].

As they stood mortified and silent before the Saviour,
humiliated in presence of the great multitude, he improved
his opportunity of presenting before them their true
characters, and the retribution sure to follow their evil
deeds. He arranged the lesson in such a manner that the
priests and elders should pronounce their own condemnation:
"But what think ye? A certain man had two sons; and he came
to the first, and said, Son, go work today in my wvineyard.
He answered and said, I will not; but afterward he
repented, and went. And he came to the second, and said
likewise. And he answered and said, I go, sir; and went
not. Whether of them twain did the will of his father?" p.
31, Para. 1, [3SP].

This abrupt question threw them off their guard; they had
followed the parable closely and now immediately answered,
"The first." Fixing his steady eye upon them, Jesus
responded in stern and solemn accents: "Verily I say unto
you, That the publicans and the harlots go into the kingdom
of God before you. For John came unto you in the way of
righteousness, and ye believed him not; but the publicans
and the harlots believed him; and ye, when ye had seen it,
repented not afterward, that ye might believe him." p. 31,
Para. 2, [3SP].

These terrible truths struck home to the hearts of the
hypocritical priests and rulers. The first son in the
parable represented the publicans and harlots who at first
refused obedience to the teachings of John, but afterwards



repented and were converted. The second son represented the
Jews who professed obedience and superior virtue, but
insulted God by rejecting the gift of his Son. By their
wicked works they forfeited the favor of Heaven. They
despised the mercies of God. The most thoughtless and
abandoned are represented by Jesus as occupying a more
favorable position before God than the haughty and self-
righteous priests and rulers. p. 32, Para. 1, [3SP].

They were unwilling to bear these searching truths, but
remained silent, hoping that Jesus would say something
which they could turn against him; but they had still more
to bear. Jesus looked back upon the past, when his
ministers, the prophets of God, were rejected and their
messages trampled upon by the ancestors of the very men who
stood before him. He saw that the sons were following in
the footsteps of their fathers, and would fill up the cup
of their iniquity by putting to death the Lord of Life. He
drew from the past, present and future to compose his
parable:-- p. 32, Para. 2, [3SP].

"Hear another parable: There was a certain householder,
which planted a vineyard, and hedged it round about, and
digged a winepress in it, and built a tower, and let it out
to husbandmen, and went into a far country. And when the
time of the fruit drew near, he sent his servants to the
husbandmen, that they might receive the fruits of it. And
the husbandmen took his servants, and beat one, and killed
another, and stoned another. Again, he sent other servants
more than the first; and they did unto them likewise. But
last of all he sent unto them his son, saying, They will
reverence my son. But when the husbandmen saw the son, they
said among themselves, This is the heir; come, let us kill
him, and let us seize on his inheritance. And they caught
him, and cast him out of the wvineyard, and slew him. When
the lord therefore of the vineyard cometh, what will he do
unto those husbandmen?" p. 32, Para. 3, [3SP].

Jesus addressed all the people present; but the priests
and rulers, not anticipating that the parable was to be
applied to them, answered at once, "He will miserably
destroy those wicked men, and will let out his vineyard
unto other husbandmen, which shall render him the fruits in
their seasons." Again they perceived that they had
pronounced their own condemnation in presence of the people
who were listening, with rapt interest to Jesus. The
Saviour referred to messenger after messenger that had been



sent in vain to Israel with reproofs, warnings and
entreaties. These faithful bearers of truth had been slain
by those to whom they were sent, even as the faithful
servants were slain by the wicked husbandmen. In the
beloved son whom the lord of the vineyard finally sent to
his disobedient servants, and whom they seized and slew,
the priests and rulers suddenly saw unfolded before them, a
distinct picture of Jesus and his impending fate. Already
they were planning to slay Him whom the Father had sent to
them as a last and only appeal. In the retribution visited
upon the ungrateful husbandmen was portrayed the doom of
those who should slay Christ. p. 33, Para. 1, [3SP].

In the parable of the vineyard Jesus brought before the
Jews their real condition. The householder represented God,
the vineyard the Jewish nation hedged in by divine law
which was calculated to preserve them as a people separate
and distinct from all other nations of the earth. The tower
built in the vineyard represented their temple. The Lord of
the vineyard had done all that was necessary for its
prosperity. So God had provided for Israel in such a manner
that it was in their power to secure the highest degree of
prosperity. The lord of the vineyard required of his
husbandmen a due proportion of the fruit; so God required
of the Jews a life corresponding with the sacred privileges
he had given them. But as the servants who demanded fruit
in their master's name were put to death by the unfaithful
husbandmen, so had the Jews slain the prophets who had come
to them with messages from God. Not only were these
rejected, but when he sent his only Son to them, the
destined Heir to the vineyard, thinking to preserve the
vineyard to themselves, and to secure the honor and profit
accruing therefrom, the haughty Jews, the unfaithful
servants, reasoned among themselves, saying, "This is the
heir; come, let us kill him." Thus Jesus revealed in his
parable the dark purposes of the Jews against himself. p.
34, Para. 1, [3SP].

After Jesus had heard them pronounce sentence upon
themselves in their condemnation of the wicked husbandmen,
he looked pityingly upon them and continued: "Did ye never
read in the scriptures, The stone which the builders
rejected the same has become the head of the corner; this
is the Lord's doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes?
Therefore say I unto you, The kingdom of God shall be taken
from you, and given to a nation bringing forth the fruits
thereof. And whosoever shall fall on this stone shall be



broken; but on whomsoever it shall fall, it will grind him
to powder." p. 34, Para. 2, [3SP].

The Jews had often repeated the words of this prophecy
while teaching the people in the synagogues, applying it to
the coming Messiah. But Jesus connected the heir so cruelly
slain with the stone which the builders rejected, but which
eventually became the principal stone of the whole
building. Christ himself was the originator of the Jewish
system, the very foundation of the costly temple, the
antitype to whom all the sacrificial services pointed. The
Jews had watched with apparent anxiety for the coming of
Christ. The scribes, who were learned in the law and
acquainted with the declarations of the prophets regarding
his coming, knew from prophetic history that the time of
looking and waiting for his advent to the world had
expired. Through the parables which Jesus spoke to the
Jews, he brought their minds to prophecies which had
foretold the very things which were then being enacted. He
sought by every means within his power to awaken their
consciences and to enlighten their understanding, that they
might consider well the steps they were meditating. p. 35,
Para. 1, [3SP].

In these parables he laid the purposes of the Pharisees
before them, together with the fearful consequences
resulting. A solemn warning was thus given to them. And to
leave the matter without a shadow of doubt, Jesus then
dropped all figures and stated plainly that the kingdom of
God should be taken from them and given to a nation
bringing forth fruit. At this the chief priests and scribes
were so enraged they could scarcely restrain themselves
from using violence against him; but perceiving the love
and reverence with which the people regarded him they dared
not follow out the malice of their hearts. p. 35, Para. 2,
[3SP].

CHAPTER III.
JESUS AND THE PHARISEES.

In building the temple of Solomon the stones were entirely
prepared at the quarry, so that when they were brought to
the place of building the workmen had only to place them in
position; the hewing, squaring and polishing had all been
done. "And the king commanded, and they brought great
stones, costly stones, and hewed stones, to lay the



foundation of the house. And Solomon's builders and Hiram's
builders did hew them, and the stone-squarers. So they
prepared timber and stones to build the house." "And the
house, when it was in building, was built of stone made
ready before it was brought thither; so that there was
neither hammer nor ax nor any tool of iron heard in the
house, while it was in building." p. 36, Para. 1, [3SP].

Not an instrument was to be used upon the stone when it
was brought to the place of building. One stone of
irregular shape was brought from the quarry to be used in
the foundation of the temple. But the workmen could find no
place for it and would not accept it. There it lay unused,
and the laborers passed around it or stumbled over it,
greatly annoyed by its presence. Long it remained a
rejected stone. But when the builders came to the laying of
the corner stone, for a long time they searched in vain for
a stone of sufficient size and strength, and of the proper
shape, to take that particular place and bear the great
weight which would rest upon it. Should they make an unwise
selection of a stone for this important place, the safety
of the entire building would be endangered; they must find
a stone capable of resisting the influence of the sun,
frost and tempest. Several stones had been chosen at
different times; but when subjected to the pressure of
immense weights they had crumbled to pieces. Others would
not bear the test of sudden atmospheric changes, and were
therefore pronounced unfit for the place. p. 36, Para. 2,
[3SP].

But there lay the stone so long rejected by the builders;
it had endured exposure to the air and to the scorching
rays of the sun without revealing a seam or the slightest
crack. Storms had beaten upon it, yet it remained the same.
The attention of the builders was finally attracted to this
large stone, and they examined it closely. It had already
borne every test but one. If it could bear the test of
severe pressure they decided to accept it for the corner
stone. The trial was made to the satisfaction of all. The
stone was accepted, brought to its assigned position and
found to be an exact fit. p. 37, Para. 1, [3SP].

In prophetic vision Isaiah was shown that this stone was a
symbol of the Saviour of the world. He says: "Sanctify the
Lord of hosts himself; and let him be your fear, and let
him be your dread. And he shall be for a sanctuary; but for
a stone of stumbling and for a rock of offense to both the



houses of Israel, for a gin and for a snare to the
inhabitants of Jerusalem. And many among them shall
stumble, and fall, and be broken, and be snared, and be
taken." Carried down in prophetic vision to the first
advent, the prophet is shown that Christ is to bear trials
and tests of which the treatment of the chief corner stone
in the temple of Solomon is a symbol: "Therefore thus saith
the Lord God, Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a
stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure
foundation; he that believeth shall not make haste.”" p.
37, Para. 2, [3SP].

God in infinite wisdom chose the foundation stone and laid
it himself. He called it a "sure stone;" the entire world
may lay upon it their burdens and griefs, yet it can endure
them all. They may build upon this stone with perfect
safety. Christ is a "tried stone," and never disappoints
those who trust in him. He has borne every test imposed
upon him. He failed not in the wilderness of temptation
when he endured the pressure of Adam's guilt and that of
his posterity. He came off more than conqueror of the
powers of evil. He has borne the burdens cast upon him by
those who, falling upon this rock, have been broken. In
Christ their guilty hearts have found relief. Those who
make Him their foundation rest in perfect security. p. 38,
Para. 1, [3SP].

Christ is represented by the chief corner stone. Jew and
Gentile must build upon this foundation, and their
connection with Christ, this "precious stone" makes them
living stones. Peter in the following figure clearly shows
to whom Christ is a foundation stone and to whom a stone of
stumbling:-- p. 38, Para. 2, [3SP].

"If so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious. To
whom coming, as unto a living stone, disallowed indeed of
men, but chosen of God, and precious, ye also, as lively
stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood,
to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by
Jesus Christ. Wherefore also it is contained in the
scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner stone,
elect, precious; and he that believeth on him shall not be
confounded. Unto you therefore which believe, he is
precious; but unto them which be disobedient, the stone
which the builders disallowed, the same is made the head of
the corner, and a stone of stumbling, and a rock of
offense, even to them which stumble at the word, being



disobedient; whereunto also they were appointed." p. 39,
Para. 1, [3SP].

In revealing to the Jews their doom for rejecting the Son
of God and making of him a stumblingblock, Jesus also
addresses all those who are impenitent and do not accept
him as their Redeemer. The fate of the unbelieving Jews
will be theirs. The only safety is to build upon the right
foundation. Millions are today building their hopes and
prospects upon foundations that have not been tested and
proven; they will soon totter and fall, bearing with them
the flimsy structures built upon them. p. 39, Para. 2,
[3SP] .

Jesus had passively borne the abuse of sinners, just as
the rejected stone had borne the abuse of the workmen who
stumbled over it. But the time was to come when they would
see him exalted, even as the despised and rejected stone
was made the head of the corner. Then the rejectors of
Christ were to be punished for their iniquity. The city and
temple of the Jews were to be destroyed. The stone was to
fall upon them by which all their glory would be broken and
scattered as the dust which the wind driveth away. p. 39,
Para. 3, [3SP].

Jesus has set before us the only true foundation upon
which we may securely build. It is broad enough for all and
strong enough to sustain the weight and burden of the whole
world. To fall upon this stone and be broken is to give up
our self-righteousness and to go to Christ with the
humility of a child, repenting of our transgressions and
believing in his forgiving love. All who build upon this
foundation, which is Christ, become living stones by
connection with Him, the chief corner stone. Many persons
are hewn, polished and beautified by their own endeavors,
but they never will become "living stones" because they are
not connected with Christ. When the rain falls, and the
tempest rages, and the floods come they will fall in ruin
because they are not riveted to the eternal rock, the chief
corner stone, Christ Jesus. p. 40, Para. 1, [3SP].

The stones were not prepared for their respective places
just as they were about to be laid in the wall of the
temple; all the fitting and planning was done previous to
their being brought to the place of building. So it is that
all the hewing, fitting and polishing of character must be
done during man's probation. When Christ shall come again



to earth it will not be to purify and refine the characters
of men, and to fit them for Heaven. His work then will only
be to change their corruptible bodies and fashion them like
unto Christ's most glorious body. Only a symmetrical and
perfect character will in that day entitle men to the
finishing touch of immortality. p. 40, Para. 2, [3SP].

Earth is the quarry and the work-shop where men are to be
fitted and refined for the courts of Heaven. As the stones
composing Solomon's temple came together in the wall a
perfect fit, without the touch of ax or hammer or any other
instrument, so will the resurrected saints, and those who
are alive at the time of his coming be caught up together
to meet the Lord in the air, each one fitted for the great
change and taking his proper place in the temple of God's
love. p. 41, Para. 1, [3SP].

But when Christ shall visit the wicked, his Jjudgments will
fall not only upon the Jews but upon all who have refused
the heavenly benefits of the grace of God. The stone that
was passive, bearing humbly all the abuse heaped upon it,
will then lift itself in life and power above those who
despised and rejected it. They will see in this their rock
of offense, an avenging mountain falling upon and crushing
them. p. 41, Para. 2, [3SP].

Hoping to entrap him in his words, the chief priests and
rulers sent the most malicious enemies of Jesus to him, who
pretended to be interested in his teachings and desiring to
be profited by his divine wisdom. They expected Jesus would
be deceived by their pious pretensions, thrown off his
guard and led to speak that which they could take advantage
of to condemn him. They were mortified and angry that they
had been compelled to endure the penetrating address of
Jesus, laying bare their true condition and condemning
their wickedness, yet were utterly unable to refute his
words. p. 41, Para. 3, [3SP].

They privately arranged with the Herodians to accompany
them and hear the words of Jesus, that they might be
witnesses against him when he should be arraigned on trial
for his life. The Pharisees had ever fretted and chafed
under the exaction of taxes or tribute by the Romans. They
took the position that it was contrary to the law of God.
They now laid a snare by which they thought Jesus would
surely become entangled and offend either the Jewish laws
or the Roman authority. The spies came to him in a most



courteous manner and expressed great confidence in his
teachings. After plying him with flattery as to his
straightforward course, irrespective of the favor or frowns
of men, they, with an assumed candor, asked as if for
information, "Is it lawful to give tribute unto Caesar, or
not?" p. 41, Para. 4, [3SP].

But their wicked device was plain to the Saviour, and
turning upon them he answered them, "Why tempt ye me, ye
hypocrites? Show me the tribute money." Thrown off their
guard by the unexpected manner in which Jesus met their
advances, and which plainly showed that he was not deceived
for a moment by their specious flattery, his questioners
immediately brought him a coin bearing the image and
superscription of the Roman ruler. "And he saith unto them,
Whose is this image and superscription? They say unto him,
Caesar's. Then saith he unto them, Render therefore unto
Caesar the things which are Caesar's, and unto God the
things that are God's." p. 42, Para. 1, [3SP].

The wily spies felt themselves baffled and defeated. The
summary way in which their question had been settled left
nothing farther for them to say. Their plans were all
disarranged. They had expected Jesus to answer their
question directly in one way or the other. If he should
say, It is unlawful to give tribute unto Caesar, there were
those present whose task it was to immediately bear the
report to the Roman authorities, and have Jesus arrested at
once as one who was creating rebellion among the Jews. This
they hoped would insure his condemnation. But in case he
should say, It is lawful to give tribute unto Caesar, they
designed to call the attention of the Jewish people to his
decision, and accuse him as one opposed to the divine law.
p- 42, Para. 2, [3SP].

Jesus read their motives, and, holding in his hand the
Roman coin, upon which was stamped the name and image of
Caesar, declared that, as they were living under the
protection of the Roman power, they should render to that
power the support it claimed, so long as it did not
conflict with their duty to God. But that they should at
all times render obedience to God, answering his claims,
yet peaceably subject to the laws of the land. His
interrogators, unprepared for this response of Jesus,
"marveled and left him, and went their way." Although the
wrath of the priests and rulers knew no bounds, and they
longed to seize Jesus and slay him with their own hands to



avenge themselves for the mortification he had caused them,
yet they dared not attack him before the crowd. With a
masterly effort they maintained a fair exterior while they
went about laying plans to destroy him. p. 43, Para. 1,
[3SP] .

The Saviour knew just what answer would meet the
exigencies of the case. He gave no advantage to either the
Roman or Jewish power. His answer to the intriguing Jews,
"Render unto God the things which are God's," was a severe
rebuke to them. Had they answered the claims of God and
faithfully fulfilled their obligations to him, they would
not have become a broken nation, subject to a foreign
power. No Roman ensign would have waved over Jerusalem, no
Roman sentinel would have stood at her gates, no Roman
governor ruled within her walls. The Jewish nation was then
paying the penalty of its apostasy from God. p. 43, Para.
2, [3sP].

But no sooner were the Pharisees silenced than the
Sadducees came with their artful questions, seeking to
entrap the Saviour. The Sadducees were a sect of the Jews
that differed materially in faith from the Pharisees. The
only bond of union between the two seemed their mutual
opposition to the Saviour and his teachings, and their
desire to put him to death. The Pharisees placed their
traditions on a level with the law of God, and frequently
made them take the place of the law. Jesus had declared
that they made void the law of God by their traditions,
external ceremonies, divers washings, fastings and long
prayers, ostentatious alms-giving and rigorous seclusion
from the Gentiles. These constituted the main features of
their religion. In superstition and formality they
resembled the Roman Catholic church of the present time.
But among them were some of genuine piety who received the
teachings of Christ. p. 44, Para. 1, [3SP].

The Sadducees had no respect for the traditions of the
Pharisees. They professedly believed the greater portion of
the Scriptures and regarded them as their rule of action;
yet they denied the existence of angels, and also the
resurrection of the body, in which the Pharisees firmly
believed. The Sadducees rejected the doctrine of a future
life, with its rewards and punishments. p. 44, Para. 2,
[3SP].

They believed in God as the only being superior to man;



but they claimed that, having created man, God left him to
pursue his own course. They argued that an overruling
Providence sustaining the machinery of the universe, and a
foreknowledge of events would deprive man of free moral
agency, and lower him to the position of a slave. They
therefore disconnected the Creator from the creature,
maintaining that man was independent of a higher influence;
that his destiny was in his own hands. Denying as they did
that the Spirit of God worked through human efforts, or
natural means, they still held that man, through the proper
employment of his own natural powers, could become elevated
and enlightened, and that his life could be purified by
rigorous and austere exactions. p. 44, Para. 3, [3SP].

There was but little union among them; a people who
refused to acknowledge the influence of the Spirit of God
upon the actions of men, would have but little respect for
the opinions and feelings of one another. They lived for
themselves; their natural sympathies were brought within a
narrow compass; their hearts were not touched by the sorrow
and want of others; for in their belief it was possible for
all to secure the comforts and blessings of life. p. 45,
Para. 1, [3SP].

In common with the rest of the Jews, the Sadducees boasted
much upon their birthright as children of Abraham after the
flesh, and upon the strictness with which they observed the
outward requirements of the law; but their views were
inconsistent and heterogeneous. They entirely rejected the
doctrine of the resurrection of the dead, and reasoned that
if the same particles of matter which constituted the
mortal body must also compose the future immortal being,
then that body must have flesh and blood, and resume in the
eternal world the carnal life interrupted on earth, all the
frailties and passions of this life being perpetuated in
the life beyond. p. 45, Para. 2, [3SP].

In the days of Christ the Sadducees loved controversy, and
vehemently urged their objections to the resurrection of
the dead. In their discussions with the Pharisees, the
latter became confused in their faith concerning the future
state of the dead. Death became to them a dark and
unexplainable mystery. They learned to look upon it as the
most dreaded calamity which could come upon man. p. 46,
Para. 1, [3SP].

But life and immortality were brought to light through



Jesus Christ. Those who accepted him as the world's
Redeemer saw more clearly than before the future life of
the resurrected dead. Christ passing through death, coming
forth from the grave, and appearing again to man in his own
person, and as such ascending to the Father, forever
settles the sacred facts of the resurrection and the
future, immortal life of the just, in the minds of all who
believe in Christ. p. 46, Para. 2, [3SP].

The Sadducees were very annoying to the Pharisees, because
the latter could not prevail over them in argument. The
discussions between the two parties usually resulted in
angry disputation, and left them further apart than before.
But many of the Sadducees, living only for this life, were
wealthy and influential; they were therefore eligible to
the office of high priest with the express stipulation that
their infidel views should not be made prominent. As the
Pharisees were far more numerous, the Sadducees were to
concede to their doctrines outwardly when holding any
priestly office. But the very fact of their being eligible
to such office gave influence to their erratic views. Had
the Pharisees been pure in life they might have been able
to enlighten the Sadducees; but as it was they had little
influence over them. p. 46, Para. 3, [3SP].

The teachings of Jesus were utterly refused by the
Sadducees, as he was animated by a spirit which they
refused to acknowledge as manifesting itself thus. They
conceived of God as a Supreme Being, exalted above man, and
unapproachable by him. Having created man, he left him to
control his own life, and shape the events of the world.
The doctrine of Christ directly opposed the belief of the
Sadducees. The word and works of Christ testified to a
divine power which accomplishes miraculous results, of a
future, eternal life exalted above the finite life, of God
as a Father to the children of men, watchful of their true
interests, and guarding them. He taught that God was a
rewarder of the righteous, and a punisher of the
transgressor. He was not an intangible spirit, but a living
ruler of the universe. This gracious Father was constantly
working for the good of man, and mindful of all that
concerns him. The very hairs of his head are numbered. Not
even a sparrow falls to the ground without the notice of
the Heavenly Father, and man is more valuable than many
sparrows. Jesus presented before them their ignorance of
the Scriptures in assigning to human power that which could
be wrought only through the power of the Spirit of God. He



declared that their confusion of faith and darkness of mind
resulted mainly from this cause, and that spiritual things
must be spiritually discerned. p. 47, Para. 1, [3SP].

All that blessed the life of man was given by his Heavenly
Father. He gave the bright sunshine to warm the earth. He
sent the showers which caused vegetation to flourish.
Angels of God were continually ministering to the children
of men, keeping up the connection between Heaven and earth,
uniting finite man with the Infinite God. Yet, while God
had a care over the temporal interests of man, Jesus
expressly taught that he had much greater care for his
eternal interests. p. 48, Para. 1, [3SP].

The Sadducees had arranged their questions so that they
felt confident of bringing Jesus into disrepute by
answering them, if they were not the direct means of
condemning him. Should he agree with them in regard to the
resurrection of the dead, he would be entirely cut off from
any fellowship with the Pharisees. Should he differ from
them, they designed to present his faith to the people in a
ridiculous light, and turn their influence against him by
showing the apparent absurdity of the doctrine of the
resurrection of the body. They were accustomed to dispute
upon this point, and their arguments were greatly dreaded
by those who believed in the literal resurrection of the
identical body which had moldered away in the grave. p.
48, Para. 2, [3SP].

The Sadducees reasoned that if the dead were raised with
bodies formed of the same particles of matter of which they
had formerly been composed, and were actuated by the same
propensities, then the relationships of the earthly life
would be resumed, husband and wife would be united,
marriage would be consummated, and all the affairs of life
would go on the same as before death. From this belief they
shrank with repugnance, and, in their efforts to grasp a
higher ideal, groped in thick darkness. p. 48, Para. 3,
[3SP].

But, in answer to their questions on this point, Jesus
lifted the veil from the future life and said to them, "In
the resurrection they neither marry nor are given in
marriage, but are as the angels of God in Heaven." He
unhesitatingly showed that the Sadducees were wrong in
their belief. He proved their premises to be false and the
structure of their faith to be built upon a false



foundation. "Ye do err," said he, "not knowing the
Scriptures nor the power of God." He did not charge them
with hypocrisy as he had charged the Pharisees, but with
error of belief. p. 49, Para. 1, [3SP].

The Sadducees had flattered themselves that, of all men
living, they were strictly adherent to the Scriptures; but
Jesus declared that they had not known their true
interpretation. That knowledge must be brought home to the
heart by the enlightening power of the grace of God. The
Sadducees were seeking to bring the mysteries of God to a
level with their finite reasoning instead of opening their
minds to the reception of those sacred truths by which
their understanding would have been expanded. Thousands
become infidels because their finite minds cannot fathom
the hidden mysteries of God. They cannot explain the
wonderful exhibition of divine power, as manifested in the
providences of God, and they therefore reject the evidences
of such power, and attribute all to some natural agency
which they can comprehend still less. Man should accept God
as the Creator of the universe, One who commands and
executes all things. He should get broad views of the
character of God and the mysteries of his agencies. p. 49,
Para. 2, [3SP].

Christ would teach his questioners that if there be no
resurrection of the dead, the Scriptures which they profess
to believe would be of no avail. Said he, "But as touching
the resurrection of the dead, have ye not read that which
was spoken unto you by God, saying, I am the God of
Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob? God is
not the God of the dead, but of the living." The precious
dead, from Abel down to the last saint who dies, will hear
the voice of the Son of God, and will come forth from their
graves and live again. God will be their God and they shall
be his people. There will be a close and tender
relationship between God and his resurrected saints. This
is in accordance with the divine plan. p. 50, Para. 1,
[3SP].

The dignity and power with which Jesus opened to the
darkened minds of his hearers the truths of the Scriptures
concerning the resurrection of the dead, and the divine
power exercised in the temporal affairs of life, astonished
his audience and put the Sadducees to silence. They had not
a word to answer him. "But when the Pharisees had heard
that he had put the Sadducees to silence, they were



gathered together." They thought it would not do for Jesus
to take the field of contest in so victorious a manner. In
the dispute with the Sadducees they had prevailed nothing
against him, but were themselves put to confusion, and
their ignorance made manifest by the wisdom of his answers.
Not a word had been spoken of which the least advantage
could be taken to use in the condemnation of Jesus. His
adversaries had gained nothing but the contempt of the
people. p. 50, Para. 2, [3SP].

But the Pharisees did not yet despair of driving him to
speak that which they could use against him. They prevailed
upon a certain learned scribe to question Jesus, as to
which of the ten precepts was of the greatest importance.
p- 51, Para. 1, [3SP].

The Pharisees had exalted the first four commandments,
which point out the duty of man to his Maker, as of far
greater importance than the other six, which point out the
duty of man to his fellow-man. In consequence they greatly
failed of practical godliness, and in the relations and
duties of life. Jesus had been charged with exalting the
last six commandments above the first four, because he
showed the people their great deficiency, and taught the
necessity of good works, deeds of mercy and benevolence,
and that a tree is known by its fruits. p. 51, Para. 2,
[3SP] .

The learned lawyer approached Jesus with a direct
question: "Master, which is the great commandment in the
law?" The answer of Jesus is as direct and forcible: "Thou
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with
all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and
great commandment. And the second is like unto it, Thou
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two
commandments hang all the law and the prophets." p. 51,
Para. 3, [3SP].

He here explicitly shows the questioner the two great
principles of the law: Love to God and love to man. Upon
these two principles of God's moral government hang all the
law and the prophets. The first four commandments indicate
the duty of man to his Creator; and the first and great
commandment is, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all
thy heart. This love is not a passion, nor a fruitless
faith in the existence and power of God, a cold
acknowledgment of his boundless love; but it is a living,



active principle, manifested in willing obedience of all
his requirements. p. 51, Para. 4, [3SP].

Jesus taught his hearers that not one of the precepts of
Jehovah could be broken without violating one or both of
the great principles upon which rested the whole law and
the prophets: Love to God and love to man. Every precept is
so connected with the others in meaning and obligation that
in breaking one, the whole is broken; for they are all
united in one symmetrical body. It is impossible for man to
love God with all his heart and yet to have other gods
before the Lord. This supreme love to God does not consist
in a mere acknowledgment of his universal power, and the
offering of a prescribed form of worship to him, while the
heart finds delight in serving idols. Self-love, love of
the world, or an undue affection for any created thing, is
idolatry in the sight of God, and separates the affections
from him. God requires the heart's best and holiest
affections, and he will accept nothing less. He must reign
supreme in the mind and heart. p. 52, Para. 1, [3SP].

If the first commandments are loyally observed, the other
six, which define the duty of man to his fellow-man, will
be as faithfully observed. When God has his rightful place
on the throne of the heart the duties assigned in the last
six commandments will be performed as there directed. Love
to God comprehends love for those who are formed in his own
image. "If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother,
he is a liar. For he that loveth not his brother, whom he
hath seen, how can he love God, whom he hath not seen?"
Thus Christ taught that the last six commandments are like
unto the first. The two commandments which he indicated are
two great principles springing from one root. The first
cannot be kept and the second broken, nor the second kept
while the first is broken. p. 52, Para. 2, [3SP].

The scribe was well read in the law, and he was astonished
at the answer of Jesus; for he had not expected to find him
possessed of so deep and thorough a knowledge of the
Scriptures as was indicated by his answer. The learned
lawyer was much impressed by the wisdom of the youthful
Galilean; and before the assembled priests and rulers he
honestly acknowledged that Jesus had given the right
interpretation of the law. This scribe had received a
deeper and broader view of the principles underlying the
sacred precepts than he had ever before possessed, and he
responded to the words of Jesus with unfeigned



earnestness:-- p. 53, Para. 1, [3SP].

"Well, Master, thou hast said the truth; for there is one
God; and there is none other but he. And to love him with
all the heart, and with all the understanding, and with all
the soul, and with all the strength, and to love his
neighbor as himself, is more than all whole burnt-offerings
and sacrifices." Here was a Pharisee who had some idea of
what constitutes true religion; that it is not in outward
ceremonies and vain display, but in humble obedience and
love to God, and unselfish regard for others. The readiness
of the scribe to acknowledge the reasoning of Jesus as
correct, the decided and prompt response to that reasoning
which he made before the people, manifested an entirely
different spirit from that shown by the priests and rulers
in their questioning. p. 53, Para. 2, [3SP].

The wisdom of the Saviour's answers convicted the scribe.
He knew that the Jewish religion consisted more in outward
acts than inward piety. He had some sense of the
unworthiness of merely ceremonial offerings, and the
continual flowing of blood in expiation of sin, while the
object of the offering was foreign from the mind. The
principles of love and true goodness of heart appeared to
him of more value in the sight of God than all these rites.
The heart of Jesus went out in pity to the honest scribe
who dared to face the frowns of the priests and threats of
the rulers, and speak the honest convictions of his heart.
"And when Jesus saw that he answered discreetly, he said
unto him, Thou art not far from the kingdom of God. And no
man after that durst ask him any question." p. 54, Para.
1, [3sP].

What the scribe needed was the touch of divine
enlightenment which would enable him to feel the need of
repentance for sin and faith in the Saviour; that no man
can be saved through the law but through repentance and
faith toward Christ, the sinner's Advocate with the Father.
The scribe was near to the kingdom of God, in that he
recognized deeds of righteousness to be more acceptable to
God than burnt-offerings and sacrifices. Yet he still
needed to acknowledge Jesus as the Son of God. All the
religious service of the Jews was of no value whatever
unless connected with living faith in Christ Jesus, who was
the substance of which that service was the shadow. Christ
had repeatedly shown that his Father's law contained
something deeper than mere authoritative commands. The



moral law contains the gospel in principle. p. 54, Para.
2, [3SP].

The Pharisees had gathered close about Jesus as he
answered the questions of the scribe. He now turned to them
and put them a question: "What think ye of Christ? Whose
son is he?" Jesus was evidently testing the faith of the
Pharisees in his divinity, whether they regarded him simply
as a man, or the divine Son of God. A chorus of voices
answered simultaneously, "The son of David." This was the
title which prophecy had given to the Messiah. When Jesus
had revealed his divinity by his mighty miracles, when the
sick were healed and the dead restored to life, the people
had marveled and inquired among themselves, "Is not this
the son of David?" The Syrophenician woman, blind
Bartimeus, and many others had cried aloud to him for help,
"Thou son of David, have mercy on me!" Only a few hours
before, while riding into Jerusalem, he had been hailed
with joyful "Hosannas to the son of David, Blessed is He
who cometh in the name of the Lord," and the little
children in the temple had that day echoed the same glad
shouts. p. 55, Para. 1, [3SP].

In reply to the answer of the people, that Christ was the
son of David, Jesus said: "David in Spirit [the Spirit of
inspiration from God,] called him Lord, saying, The Lord
said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, till I make
thine enemies thy footstool. If David then called him Lord,
how is he his son? And no man was able to answer him a
word, neither durst any man from that day forth ask him any
more questions." p. 55, Para. 2, [3SP].

CHAPTER 1IV.
DENOUNCING THE PHARISEES.

The common people heard Jesus gladly and gathered about
him in the temple to receive his teachings. Never before
had such a scene been enacted. There stood the young
Galilean, bearing no earthly honor nor royal badge. His
dress was coarse and travel-stained. Surrounding him were
priests in their gorgeous apparel, rulers with robes and
badges significant of their exalted position, and scribes
with scrolls in their hands to which they made repeated
reference. Yet Jesus stood calmly with the dignity of a
king invested with the authority of Heaven looking
unflinchingly upon his adversaries, who had rejected and



despised his teachings and had long thirsted for his life.
On this occasion they had assailed him in great numbers
with a determination to provoke him to utter words which
would ensnare him and serve as means by which they might
condemn him. But their questions only opened the way for
him to set before them their real condition, and the
fearful retribution that awaited them if they continued to
provoke God by their many and grievous sins. p. 56, Para.
1, [3sP].

The interest of the people steadily increased as Jesus
boldly met challenge after challenge of the Pharisees and
presented the pure, bright truth in contrast with their
darkness and error. They were charmed with the doctrine he
taught, but were sadly perplexed. They had respected their
acknowledged teachers for their intelligence and apparent
piety. They had ever yielded implicit obedience to their
authority in all religious matters. Yet they now saw these
very men trying to bring Jesus into disrepute, a teacher
whose virtue and knowledge shone forth brighter than before
from every assault of his adversaries. They looked upon the
lowering countenances of the priests and elders, and there
saw discomfiture and confusion. They marveled that the
rulers would not believe on Jesus, when his teachings were
so plain and simple. They themselves knew not what course
to take, and watched with eager anxiety the movements of
those whose counsel they had always followed. p. 56, Para.
2, [3sP].

The parables of Jesus were spoken to warn and condemn the
rulers, and also to instruct the inquiring minds of those
present. But, in order to break the chain which bound the
people to customs and traditions, and unquestioning faith
in a corrupt priesthood, he exposed more fully than ever
before the character of the rulers and elders. It was his
last day of teaching in the temple, and his words were not
only to reach the audience before him, but were to go down
through ages to the close of time, in every tongue and unto
every people. p. 57, Para. 1, [3SP].

The gems of truth that fell from his lips on that eventful
day were hidden in the hearts of many who were present. For
them a new history commenced, new thoughts started into
life, and new aspirations were awakened. After the
crucifixion and resurrection of Christ these persons came
to the front, and fulfilled their divine commission with a
wisdom and zeal corresponding with the greatness of the



work. They bore a message that appealed to the hearts and
minds of men, and weakened old superstitions that had long
dwarfed the lives of thousands. Theories, philosophies, and
human reasonings before their testimonies became as idle
fables. Mighty were the results springing from the words of
the humble Galilean to that wondering, awe-struck crowd, in
the great temple of Jerusalem. p. 57, Para. 2, [3SP].

Reading the conflicting emotions of the people, and the
anxiety with which they regarded their leaders and
teachers, Jesus proceeded to further enlighten their minds,
saying, "The scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses' seat.
All therefore whatsoever they bid you observe, that observe
and do; but do not ye after their works; for they say, and
do not." The scribes and Pharisees claimed to be invested
with divine authority similar to that of Moses. They
assumed to take his place as expounders of the law and
judges of the people. As such they claimed all deference
and obedience from the people. But Jesus admonished his
hearers to do that which the priests taught according to
the law; but not to follow their example; for they
neglected the duties which they taught others to observe.
p- 58, Para. 1, [3SP].

Said he, "They bind heavy burdens and grievous to be
borne, and lay them on men's shoulders; but they themselves
will not move them with one of their fingers." The
Pharisees enjoined a multitude of minute regulations having
their foundation in tradition, and unreasonably restraining
personal liberty of action. They strictly expounded certain
portions of the law, exacting from the people rigorous
observances and ceremonies, which they themselves secretly
ignored, and actually claimed exemption from if detected in
their omission. p. 58, Para. 2, [3SP].

The severest denunciations that ever fell from the
Saviour's lips were directed against those who, while
making high pretensions to piety, secretly practiced
iniquity. The religion of the priests, scribes, and rulers,
like that of the modern Roman Church, consisted mainly in
outward ceremonies, and was destitute of spiritual and
practical godliness. God said unto Moses, Thou shalt bind
these commandments of the Lord for a sign upon thy hand;
and they shall be as frontlets between thine eyes. The Jews
construed these words into a command that the precepts of
scripture should be worn upon the person. They were
accordingly lettered on cloth in a very conspicuous manner



and bound about their heads and wrists. But wearing these
precepts thus did not cause the law of God to take firmer
hold of their minds and hearts, as God had designed. The
precepts which should have purified their lives, and
prompted them to righteous deeds, and acts of kindness and
mercy, were worn as badges to attract observation, and give
the wearers an air of piety and devotion which would excite
the veneration of all beholders. Jesus struck a heavy blow
at all this vain show of religion in these words:-- p. 58,
Para. 3, [3SP].

"But all their works they do for to be seen of men; they
make broad their phylacteries, and enlarge the borders of
their garments, and love the uppermost rooms at feasts, and
the chief seats in the synagogues, and greetings in the
markets, and to be called of men, Rabbi, Rabbi. But be not
ye called Rabbi; for one is your Master, even Christ; and
all ye are brethren. And call no man your father upon the
earth; for one is your Father, which is in Heaven. Neither
be ye called masters; for one is your Master, even Christ."
In such plain words the Saviour revealed the selfish
ambition of the Pharisees, ever reaching for power and
place, displaying a mock humility, while their hearts were
filled with envy and avarice. When persons were invited to
a feast the guests were seated according to their rank and
station; and those who were given the most honorable places
received the first attention, and most special favors. The
Pharisees were ever eager and scheming to receive these
honors. p. 59, Para. 1, [3SP].

Jesus also revealed their vanity in loving to be called of
men Rabbi, meaning master. He declared that such a title
did not belong to men, but only to Christ. Priests, scribes
and rulers, expounders of the law and administrators of it,
were all brethren, children of one God. Jesus would impress
upon the minds of the people that they were to give no man
a title of honor, indicating that he had any control of
their conscience or faith. p. 60, Para. 1, [3SP].

If Christ were on earth today, surrounded by the religious
teachers of the age who bear the titles of Reverend and
Right Reverend, would he not repeat his saying to the
Pharisees: "Neither be ye called master; for one is your
Master, even Christ"? Many who assume these honorary titles
are utterly devoid of the wisdom and true righteousness
which they indicate. Too many hide worldly ambition,
despotism, and the basest sins beneath the broidered



garment of a high and holy office. The Saviour continued:--
p.- 60, Para. 2, [3SP].

"But he that is greatest among you shall be your servant.
And whosoever shall exalt himself shall be abased; and he
that shall humble himself shall be exalted." True greatness
is measured by moral worth. Greatness of character in the
estimation of Heaven consists in living for the welfare of
our fellow-men, in doing works of love and benevolence.
Christ was a servant to fallen man; yet he was the King of
Glory. He still continued his denunciations of the rich and
powerful men before him:-- p. 60, Para. 3, [3SP].

"But woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for
ye shut up the kingdom of Heaven against men; for ye
neither go in yourselves, neither suffer ye them that are
entering to go in." By perverting the meaning of the
Scriptures the priests blinded the understanding of those
who would otherwise have seen the nature of Christ's
kingdom, and that inward, divine life which is essential to
true holiness. By their endless round of forms they
fastened the minds of the people upon external services to
the neglect of true religion. p. 61, Para. 1, [3SP].

They not only rejected Christ themselves but took the most
unfair means to prejudice the people against him, deceiving
them by false reports and gross misrepresentations. In all
ages of the world truth has been unpopular; its doctrines
are not congenial to the natural mind; for it searches the
heart, and reproves its hidden sin. Those who persecute the
advocates of God's truth have ever, like the Pharisees,
misrepresented their words and motives. Jesus resumed:--

p.- 61, Para. 2, [3SP].

"Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye
devour widows' houses, and for a pretense make long prayer;
therefore ye shall receive the greater damnation." The
Pharisees so wrought upon the minds of many conscientious
widows that they believed it a duty to devote their entire
property to religious purposes. These deluded women would
trust the appropriation of their money to the scribes and
priests, in whom they placed implicit confidence; and those
wily men would use it for their own benefit. To cover their
dishonesty they made long prayers in public, and a great
show of piety. Jesus declared that this hypocrisy would
bring them the greater damnation. Many professors of
exalted piety in our day come under the same ban.



Selfishness and avarice stain their lives; yet they throw
over all this a garment of seeming purity, and deceive
honest souls; but they cannot deceive God; he reads every
purpose of the heart and will mete out to every person
according to his works. The Saviour continued his
denunciations:-- p. 61, Para. 3, [3SP].

"Woe unto you, ye blind guides, who say, Whosoever shall
swear by the temple, it is nothing; but whosoever shall
swear by the gold of the temple, he is a debtor! Ye fools
and blind; for whether is greater, the gold, or the temple
that sanctifieth the gold? And, Whosoever shall swear by
the altar, it is nothing; but whosoever sweareth by the
gift that is upon it, he is guilty. Ye fools and blind; for
whether is greater, the gift, or the altar that sanctifieth
the gift?" The priests interpreted the requirements of God
to meet their false and narrow standard. They presumed to
make nice distinctions between the comparative guilt of
various sins, passing over some lightly, and treating
others of perhaps less consequence as unpardonable. They
accepted money from persons in return for excusing them
from their vows; and in some cases crimes of an aggravated
character were passed over in consideration of large sums
of money paid to the authorities by the transgressor. At
the same time these priests and rulers would pronounce
severe judgment against others for trivial offenses. p.
62, Para. 1, [3SP].

"Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye
pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have omitted
the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and
faith; these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the
other undone." According to the requirements of God the
tithing system was obligatory upon the Jews. But the
priests did not leave the people to carry out their
convictions of duty in giving to the Lord one-tenth of all
the increase of the marketable products of the land. They
carried the requirements of the tithing system to extremes,
making them embrace such trifling things as anise, mint and
other small herbs which were cultivated to a limited
extent. This caused the tithing plan to be attended with
such care and perplexity that it was a wearisome burden.
While they were so exact in things which God had never
required of them, and were confusing their judgment and
lessening the dignity of the divine system of benevolence
by their narrow views, they were making clean the outside
of the platter while the inside was corrupt. Exact in



matters of little consequence, Jesus accuses them of having
"omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy,
and faith." No outward service, even in that which is
required by God, can be a substitute for an obedient life.
The Creator desires heart service of his creatures. p. 63,
Para. 1, [3SP].

The Jews read in the requirements given to Moses that
nothing unclean should be eaten. God specified the beasts
that were unfit for food, and forbade the use of swine's
flesh and the flesh of certain other animals, as likely to
£fill the blood with impurities and shorten life. But the
Pharisees did not leave these restrictions where God had
left them. They carried them to unwarranted extremes; among
other things the people were required to strain all the
water used, lest it might contain the smallest insect,
undiscernible to the eye, which might be classed with the
unclean animals. Jesus, in contrasting these trivial
exactions of external cleanliness with the magnitude of
their actual sins, said to the Pharisees: "Ye blind guides,
who strain at a gnat and swallow a camel." p. 63, Para. 2,
[3SP].

"Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye
are like unto whited sepulchers, which indeed appear
beautiful outward, but are within full of dead men's bones,
and of all uncleanness." All the pomp and ceremony of the
priests and rulers were but a cloak to conceal their
iniquity, as the white and beautifully decorated tomb
covers the putrefying remains within it. Jesus also
compared the Pharisees to hidden graves which, under a fair
exterior, conceal the corruption of dead bodies: "Even so
ye also outwardly appear righteous unto men, but within ye
are full of hypocrisy and iniquity." All the high
pretensions of those who claimed to have the law of God
written in their hearts as well as borne upon their
persons, were thus shown to be vain pretense. Jesus
continued:-- p. 64, Para. 1, [3SP].

"Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! because
ye build the tombs of the prophets, and garnish the
sepulchers of the righteous, and say, If we had been in the
days of our fathers, we would not have been partakers with
them in the blood of the prophets. Wherefore ye be
witnesses unto yourselves, that ye are the children of them
who killed the prophets." The Jews were very particular to
beautify the tombs of the dead prophets as evidence of



their esteem for them; yet they did not profit by their
teachings, nor regard their reproofs and warnings. p. 64,
Para. 2, [3SP].

In the days of Christ a superstitious regard was cherished
for the tombs of the dead. This was frequently carried to
the verge of idolatry, and vast sums of money were lavished
upon their decoration. The same species of idolatry is
carried to great lengths today, and especially by the Roman
Church. But the Christian world at large are guilty of
neglecting the widow and the fatherless, the poor and
afflicted, to erect expensive monuments in honor of the
dead. Time, money, and labor are not stinted for this
purpose, while duties to the living are neglected. The
Pharisees built the tombs of the prophets and garnished
their sepulchers, and said one to another, If we had lived
in those days we should not have been partakers with those
who shed the blood of God's servants. Yet at the same time
they were planning to destroy the Son of God, and would not
have hesitated to imbrue their hands in his blood if they
had not feared the people. p. 65, Para. 1, [3SP].

This condition of the Pharisees should be a lesson to the
Christian world of the present day; it should open their
eyes to the power of Satan to deceive human minds when they
once turn from the precious light of truth, and yield to
the control of the enemy. Many follow in the track of the
Pharisees. They revere the martyrs who died for their
faith; and declare that, had they lived in the days when
Christ was upon earth, they would have gladly received his
teachings and obeyed them; they would never have been
partakers of the guilt of those who rejected the Saviour.
But these very persons stifle their honest convictions at
any cost rather than yield obedience to God when it
involves self-denial and humiliation. In our day the light
shines clearer than in the time of the Pharisees. Then the
people were to accept Christ as revealed in prophecy, and
to believe on him through the evidences which attended his
mission. The Jews saw in Jesus a young Galilean without
worldly honor, and, though he came as prophecy foretold he
would come, they refused to accept their Messiah in poverty
and humiliation, and crucified him, as prophecy foretold
they would do. p. 65, Para. 2, [3SP].

The Christian world now has a Saviour who has fulfilled
all the specifications of prophecy in regard to his life
and death; yet many reject his teachings, they do not



follow his precepts, they crucify the Saviour every day.
Should they be tested as were the Jews at the first advent
of Christ, they would not accept him in his humiliation and
poverty. p. 66, Para. 1, [3SP].

From the time that the first innocent blood was shed, when
righteous Abel fell by the hand of his brother, iniquity
had increased upon the earth. From generation to generation
the priests and rulers had slighted the warnings of the
prophets whom God had raised up and qualified to reprove
the sins of the people. There had been great need of these
men, who, in every age, had lifted their voices against the
sins of kings, rulers, and subjects, speaking the words God
gave them to utter, and obeying the divine will at the
peril of their lives. From generation to generation there
had been heaping up a terrible punishment, which the
enemies of Christ were now drawing down upon their own
heads by their abuse and rejection of the Son of God, whose
voice was raised in condemnation of the sin existing among
the priests and rulers to a greater degree than at any
previous time. They were filling to overflowing their cup
of iniquity, which was to be emptied upon their own heads
in retributive justice, making their generation responsible
for the blood of all the righteous men slain from Abel to
Christ. Of this, Jesus warned them:-- p. 66, Para. 2,
[3SP].

"That upon you may come all the righteous blood shed upon
the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel unto the blood
of Zacharias, son of Barachias, whom ye slew between the
temple and the altar. Verily I say unto you, all these
things shall come upon this generation." The Saviour, with
hand uplifted toward Heaven and a divine light enshrouding
his person, spoke in the character of a judge of those
before him. The listening crowd shuddered as his
denunciations were spoken. The impression made upon their
minds by his words and looks was never to be effaced in
after years. p. 67, Para. 1, [3SP].

Israel had little heeded the commands of God. While the
words of warning which God had given him to speak were upon
the lips of Zacharias, a satanic fury seized the apostate
king, and the command was given to slay the prophet of God.
The scribes and Pharisees who listened to the words of
Jesus knew that they were true, and that the blood of the
slain prophet imprinted itself on the very stones of the
temple court and could not be erased, but remained to bear



its testimony to God, in witness against apostate Israel.
As long as the temple should stand, there would remain the
stain of that righteous blood, crying to God to be avenged.
As Jesus referred to these fearful crimes a thrill of
horror ran through the hearts of the multitude. p. 67,
Para. 2, [3SP].

His voice had been heard upon earth in gentleness,
entreaty, and affection; but now that the occasion required
it, he spoke as judge, and condemned the guilt of the Jews.
The Saviour, looking forward, foretold that their future
impenitence, and intolerance of God's servants, would be
the same as it had been in the past:-- p. 68, Para. 1,
[3SP].

"Wherefore, behold, I send unto you prophets, and wise
men, and scribes. And some of them ye shall kill and
crucify; and some of them shall ye scourge in your
synagogues, and persecute them from city to city." p. 68,
Para. 2, [3SP].

Prophets and wise men full of faith and the Holy Ghost,
represented by Stephen, James, Paul, and many others,
scribes, men of learning, who understood the Scriptures and
could present them in all their bearings as revealed by
God, would be scorned and persecuted, condemned and put to
death. p. 68, Para. 3, [3SP].

The Saviour spoke no words of retaliation for the abuse he
had received at the hands of his enemies. No unholy passion
stirred that divine soul; but his indignation was directed
against the hypocrites whose gross sins were an abomination
in the sight of God. The conduct of Christ upon this
occasion reveals the fact that the Christian can dwell in
perfect harmony with God, possess all the sweet attributes
of love and mercy, yet feel a righteous indignation against
aggravating sin. p. 68, Para. 4, [3SP].

Divine pity marked the pale and mournful countenance of
the Son of God as he cast one long, lingering look upon the
temple and then upon his hearers, and with a voice choked
by deep anguish of heart and bitter tears exclaimed: "O
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and
stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would I
have gathered thy children together, even as a hen
gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not!"
p- 69, Para. 1, [3SP].



Pharisees and Sadducees were alike silenced. Jesus called
his disciples and prepared to leave the temple, not as one
defeated and forced from the presence of his adversaries,
but as one whose work was accomplished. He retired a victor
from the contest with his bigoted and hypocritical
opponents. Looking around upon the interior of the temple
for the last time, he said with mournful pathos, "Behold,
your house is left unto you desolate. For I say unto you,
Ye shall no more see me henceforth till ye shall say,
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord."
Hitherto he had called it his Father's house, but now, as
the Son of God passed out from those walls, God's presence
was withdrawn forever from the temple built to his glory.
Henceforth its services were to be a mockery, and its
ceremonies meaningless; for Jerusalem's day of probation
was at an end. p. 69, Para. 2, [3SP].

Jesus had spoken clear and pointed words that day, which
cut his hearers to the heart. Their effect might not be
seen at once, but the seed of truth sown in the minds of
the people was to spring up and bear fruit to the glory of
God, and be the means of saving many souls. After the
crucifixion and resurrection of the Saviour, the lessons he
had given that day would be revived in the hearts of many
attentive listeners, who would in turn repeat the
instruction which they had heard, for the benefit of future
generations to the close of time. The disciples were
astonished at the bold and authoritative manner in which
their Master had denounced the hypocritical Pharisees. And
the priests, scribes, and rulers were never to forget the
last words Jesus addressed to them in the temple: "Behold,
your house is left unto you desolate." The words fell
solemnly upon their ears, and struck a nameless terror to
their hearts. They affected indifference; but the question
kept rising in their minds as to what was the import of
those words. An unseen danger seemed to be threatening
them. Could it be possible that the magnificent temple,
which was the nation's glory, was soon to be a heap of
ruins? p. 69, Para. 3, [3SP].

The disciples shared in the general foreboding of evil,
and anxiously waited for Jesus to make a more definite
statement in regard to the subject. As they passed out of
the temple with their Master, they called his attention to
its strength and beauty and the durability of the material
of which it was composed, saying, '"Master, see what manner



of stones and what buildings are here." Jesus, to make his
words as impressive as possible, also called attention to
the lofty structure: "See ye not all these things? Verily,
I say unto you, There shall not be left here one stone upon
another that shall not be thrown down." p. 70, Para. 1,
[3SP].

This was a startling statement to the disciples. The
matter was now made plain: The glorious edifice, built at
immense cost, which had been the pride of the Jewish
nation, was to be destroyed from its very foundation. Not
one of those massive stones--some of which had borne the
devastation of Nebuchadnezzar's army, and stood firmly
through the storm and tempest of centuries--was to be left
upon another. They did not clearly comprehend the purpose
of all this ruin. They did not discern that in a few days
their Saviour was to be offered up as a victim for the sins
of the world. The temple and its services would then be of
no more use. The blood of beasts would be of no virtue to
expiate sin, for type would then have met antitype, in the
Lamb of God who would have voluntarily offered his life to
take away the sins of the world. Later, when all had been
accomplished, the disciples understood fully the words of
Jesus, and the reason of the calamity which he foretold.
p- 71, Para. 1, [3SP].

Jesus lingered near the court where the women were
depositing their offerings in the treasury. He observed the
large donations of many of the rich, but made no comment
upon their liberal offerings. He looked sadly at the comers
and goers, many of whom presented large gifts in an
ostentatious and self-satisfied manner. Presently his
countenance lighted as he saw a poor widow approach
hesitatingly, as though fearful of being observed. As the
rich and haughty swept past her to deposit their offerings,
she shrank back as if scarcely daring to venture farther.
And yet her heart yearned to do something, little though it
might be, for the cause she loved. She looked at the mite
in her hand; it was very small in comparison with the gifts
of those around her, yet it was her all. Watching her
opportunity, she hurriedly threw in her two mites and
turned to beat a hasty retreat. But in doing so she caught
the eye of Jesus which was fastened earnestly upon her. p.
71, Para. 2, [3SP].

The Saviour called his disciples to him and bade them mark
the widow's poverty; and as they stood looking at her,



words of commendation from the Master's lips fell
unexpectedly upon her ear: "Verily, verily, I say unto you,
that this poor widow hath cast in more than they all."
Tears of joy filled the poor woman's eyes as she felt that
her act was understood and appreciated by Jesus. Many would
have advised her to appropriate her small pittance to her
own use rather than to give it into the hands of well-fed
priests, to be lost among the many and costly gifts donated
to the temple; but Jesus understood the motives of her
heart. She believed in the service of the temple as
appointed by God, and she was anxious to do her utmost to
sustain it. She did what she could, and her act was
destined to be as a monument to her memory through all
time, and her joy in eternity. Her heart went with her
gift, the amount of which was estimated, not by its
intrinsic value, but by the love to God and interest in his
work which had prompted the deed. p. 72, Para. 1, [3SP].

It is the motive which gives true value to our acts, and
stamps them with high moral worth or with ignominy. It is
not the great things which every eye can see and which
every tongue praises that count to our eternal credit, but
the little duties cheerfully done, the little gifts which
make no show, and which human eyes regard as worthless. A
heart of love and genuine faith in a worthy object is more
acceptable to God than the most costly gift. The poor widow
gave her living to do the little that she did. She deprived
herself of food to give those two mites to the cause she
loved; and she did it in faith, believing that her Heavenly
Father would not overlook her great necessity. It was this
unselfish spirit and unwavering faith that won the
commendation of Jesus. p. 72, Para. 2, [3SP].

Many humble souls feel under so great obligations for
receiving the truth of God that they greatly desire to
share with their more prosperous brethren the burdens
imposed by the service of God. Let them lay up their mites
in the bank of Heaven. The slender offerings of the poor
should not be rejected; for if given from a heart burdened
with love to God, those trifles in value become consecrated
gifts, priceless offerings, which God smiles upon and
blesses. p. 73, Para. 1, [3SP].

Jesus said of the poor widow, "She hath given more than
they all." The rich had bestowed from their abundance, many
of them merely to be seen of others and to be honored of
them for their large donations. They denied themselves none



of the comforts or luxuries of life in order to make their
gift, and therefore it was no sacrifice and could not be
compared in true value with the widow's mite. p. 73, Para.
2, [3sP].

CHAPTER V.
IN THE OUTER COURT.

"And there were certain Greeks among them that came up to
worship at the feast. The same came therefore to Philip,
which was of Bethsaida of Galilee, and desired him, saying,
Sir, we would see Jesus. Philip cometh and telleth Andrew,
and again Andrew and Philip tell Jesus." p. 74, Para. 1,
[3SP].

These Gentiles were excluded from the temple court where
Jesus was 