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MANUSCRIPT RELEASES

Dear Husband and Children Three: We hope you will be
cheerful and happy while you are in the mountains. This
precious opportunity of being all together as you now are
may never come to you again. . . . Lay aside your work, let
the writings go. Go over into the park and see all that you
can. Get all the pleasure you can out of this little

season. | sometimes fear we do not appreciate these
precious opportunities and privileges until they pass, and
it is too late. . . . [3MR296.03] p- 1, Para. 1, [1878MS].

Mary has never had a childhood any more than Willie has
had a boyhood. The few days you now have together, improve.
Roam about, camp out, . . . go to places that you have not
seen, rest as you go, and enjoy everything. Then come back
to your work fresh and vigorous. [3MR296.04] p. 2, Para.
1, [1878MS].

Emma, dear child--may God bless our daughter Emma; and may
this little season, when you can be with sister and brother
and father, be full of pleasure, and devoid of one dark
chapter. . . . [3MR296.05] p. 2, Para. 2, [1878MS].

Roam all around. Climb the mountain steeps. Ride
horseback. Find something new each day to see and enjoy.
. Do not spend any anxious thoughts on me. You see how
well 1 will appear after the camp meetings are over.
[3MR297.01] p. 2, Para. 3, [1878MS].

I know you will all please God . . . by seeking to build
up your strength, and laying in a good stock of vitality
that you can draw upon in time of need.--Letter 1, 1878,
pp- 1-4. (To "Dear Husband and Children Three,' vacationing



in the Rocky Mountains, Aug. 24, 1878.) [3MR297.02] p- 2,
Para. 4, [1878MS].

Another year of my life is iIn the past. This past year has
been one of conflicts, of anxiety, of much care and
wearisome labor; yet 1 look back upon it as one of deep
experience. | see many places where I have felt that the
deep waters were going over my head, that circumstances
would master me when light has shone amid the darkness and
sweet comfort and peace has taken the place of sadness and
discouragement. Yesterday was my birthday. We were in
Plano. After two o"clock a.m., we rode to Dallas in what is
here called a hack, but is a lumber wagon. We had two mules
hitched before it, looking like two father rabbits, and we
drove eighteen miles to Dallas. Stopped at Brother Miller-s
and warmed, then came three miles farther to Sister Cole"s.
So much for the anniversary of my fifty-first birthday.--
Letter 57, 1878, p. 1. (To "Dear Children,™ November 27,
1878.) [4MR38.02] p. 2, Para. 5, [1878MS].

Since our last conversation with you my mind has been
drawn to you instinctively. . . . You are the child of my
dear sister. I have a few thoughts 1 wish to present for
your consideration. [4MR232.02] p. 2, Para. 6, [1878MS].

Be careful of your associates. . . . In choosing your
friends, you should place your standard as high as
possible. The tone of your morals is estimated by the
associates you choose. You should avoid contracting an
intimate friendship with those whose example you would not
choose to imitate. The influence and tendency of such
friendship 1s to assimilate you to their ideas and their
views, and unless there i1s a continual counteracting
influence, all unrealized by you their spirit and habit
have become yours. [4MR232.03] p- 2, Para. 7, [1878MS].

There may be those who have naturally a good intellect and
a good cultivated understanding, who have so misapplied and
abused these precious gifts of heaven that their standard
is low and their habits dissipated. This was the character
of one employed in the Office. 1 knew him only by the name
of Guss. 1 learn he died without repentance and without
God. How much his associates are accountable for their
influence, which they might have exerted and did not, over
this sad case, must be left for the judgment to unfold,
when every man"s work will stand for just what it is. There
will be no glossing over of wrongs and sins. Right will



stand out, clear and prominent, as right; fidelity and true
integrity will not be called narrowness or meanness.
Lawlessness and unfaithfulness will not be termed
liberality, toleration and benevolence. Neglect and
unfaithfulness will be neglect and unfaithfulness. God"s
estimate will be placed upon character. [4MR232.04] p. 3,
Para. 1, [1878MS].

IT your most intimate associates are persons of moral
worth, you may gain advantage in mingling In their society.
Intelligence with moral worth in your associates will have
no deleterious influence upon you, but will insensibly
invigorate your powers of mind and your morals. If you are
found In the society of those whose minds are cast in an
inferior mold, and whose opportunities of mental and moral
culture have been narrow and low, you will, in the minds of
others, lose their respect and your mind will gradually
come to sympathize with the imbecility and barrenness with
which i1t 1s constantly brought in contact.

[4MR233.01] p-. 3, Para. 2, [1878MS].

I will not weary you with a long letter which you may wish
I had never written, but 1 would say, . . . In no case
neglect your present opportunities and privileges. Choose
for your associates those who hold religion and its
practical influence iIn high respect. Keep the future life
constantly in view. . . . [4MR233.02] p-. 3, Para. 3,
[1878MS] .

IT you rightly improve your privileges you will have
reason to rejoice, at the close of your probation, that
your most intimate associates were persons whom God loved.

[4AMR233.03] p- 3, Para. 4, [1878MS].

Frank, 1 have been troubled by dreams on your account. 1
know that you will make decisions at once, decisions for
time and eternity. You will not be long in deciding whether
you will be the servant of Christ or the servant of Satan.
May God help you to choose rightly. . . . [4MR233.04] p.
3, Para. 5, [1878MS].

Sinners are continually crying, "You are narrow, SO

narrow.” "Liberalism,"”™ cry the lawless; "Bring not your
claims of law upon us.™ "The religion of Christ,” says
another, "is too hard. I cannot be a Christian; it involves

too much.”™ . . . [4MR234.01] p. 3, Para. 6, [1878MS].



Jesus was sinless and had no dread of the consequences of
sin. With this exception His condition was as yours. You
have not a difficulty that did not press with equal weight
upon Him, not a sorrow that His heart has not experienced.
His feelings could be hurt with neglect, with indifference
of professed friends, as easily as yours. Is your path
thorny? Christ®"s was so in a tenfold sense. Are you
distressed? So was He. How well fitted was Christ to be an
example! [4MR234.02] p- 3, Para. 7, [1878MS].

Jesus was thirty years old before He entered His public
ministry. The period of His childhood and youth was one of
comparative obscurity, but of the highest importance. He
was in this obscurity laying the foundation of a sound
constitution and vigorous mind. He "grew, and waxed strong
in spirit” (Luke 1:80). It 1s not as a man bending under
the pressure of age that Jesus is revealed to us traversing
the hills of Judea. He was in the strength of His manhood.
Jesus once stood in age just where you now stand. Your
circumstances, your cogitations at this period of your
life, Jesus has had. He cannot overlook you at this
critical period. He sees your dangers. He is acquainted
with your temptations. He invites you to follow His
example. [4MR234.03] p. 4, Para. 1, [1878MS].

The character of Christ was one of unexampled excellence,
embracing everything pure, true, lovely, and of good
report. We have no knowledge of His ever visiting a party
of pleasure or a dance hall, and yet He was the perfection
of grace and courtly bearing. Christ was no novice; He was
distinguished for the high intellectual powers He possessed
even iIn the morning of His life. His youth was not wasted
in indolence, neither was i1t wasted in sensual pleasure,
self-indulgence, or frittered away in things of no profit.
Not one of his hours from childhood to manhood was
misspent, none were misappropriated. [4MR234.04] p. 4,
Para. 2, [1878MS].

The iInspired record says of Him: "Jesus increased iIn
wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man™ (Luke
2:52). As he grew in years He grew in knowledge. He lived
temperately; his precious hours were not wasted in
dissipating pleasures. He had a truly healthy body and true
powers of mind. His physical and mental powers could be
expanded and developed as yours or any other youth®"s. The
Word of God was His study, as it should be yours.
[4MR235.01] p-. 4, Para. 3, [1878MS].



Take Jesus as your standard. Imitate His life. Fall in
love with His character. Walk as Christ walked. A new
spring will be given to your intellectual faculties, a
larger scope to your thoughts, when you bring your powers
into vigorous contact with eternal things, which are
intrinsically grand and great. [4MR235.02] p. 4, Para. 4,
[1878MS] .

Thoughts of God and of heaven are ennobling. There iIs no
limit to the height you may reach. . . . Vital religion is
of such a character that it will widen the scope and
stimulate the movements of the human understanding. There
is nothing belittling in the pure religion of Christ. The
gospel received will bow down the loftiness of human
understanding and lay the haughtiness of men low, that God
alone may be exalted. But in this it does not dwarf the
intellect and cripple the energies. It transforms the man,
renewing his heart, changing his character, and not
cramping the intellect. [4MR235.03] p. 4, Para. 5,
[1878MS] .

True religion unfolds and calls out the mental energies.
Conviction and repentance of sin, renunciation of self, and
trust in the merits of the blood of Christ cannot be
experienced without the individual being made more
thoughtful, more intellectual, than he was before. No one
will become mentally imbecile by having his attention
directed to God. Connection with God is connection with all
true wisdom. [4MR236.01] p. 4, Para. 6, [1878MS].

But 1 expect you will become weary of this long letter.
Indeed, 1 had no thought of writing this long letter when 1
commenced, but 1 have gone on and on as my thoughts have
pressed upon me until you see them on paper. [4MR236.02]

p. 5, Para. 1, [1878MS].

Frank, will you be a Christian now? Will you be converted
to God? Return from your backsliding and repent before God.
You alone can break the chains of Satan that bind you. Come
fully on the Lord"s side.--Letter 17, 1878, pp- 1-6. (To F.
E. Belden, March 14, 1878.) [4MR236.03] p. 5, Para. 2,
[1878MS] .

Although I miss you very, very much, and love you, yet I
feel at present 1 belong to God to wait for and do His
will. 1 tell you freely it is a great sacrifice to my



feelings to have you separated from me as you are, and yet
It seems to be that i1t 1s as God would have 1t, and I must
be reconciled. It has been hard, so hard. [5MR174.05] p.
5, Para. 3, [1878MS].

I wept and prayed and pondered and wept again, and the
steady conviction forces itself upon me that it is right as
it 1s. God"s work s great. It demands our first attention.
Separated as we are, we shall not be influenced by each
other but we shall look to God separately and do our work
in His fear and to His glory.--Letter 32, 1878, p. 1. (To
"Dear Husband,™ June 24, 1878.) [5MR175.01] p-. 5, Para. 4,
[1878MS] .

When 1 got off the boat, when 1 walked up through the
streets, i1t seemed to me as though I was still on the boat,
and I would step so high that people must have thought 1
was drunk. . . . [5MR177.02] p- 5, Para. 5, [1878MS].

Just at the entrance to the campground was a large tree,
and they told us that that tree had been the place of the
Indians® burying ground. Here they would lay their dead
until they could take them away to some other spot.--Ms 4,
1878, p- 1. (E. G. White visit to Oregon State Prison,
undated.) [5MR177.03] p-. 5, Para. 6, [1878MS].

We have much hope that this camp meeting shall prove a
success. We pray much that God will be with us. [5MR177.04]
p- 5, Para. 7, [1878MS].

I miss James, oh, so much. And I have feelings of
indescribable loneliness, but yet 1 am among kind friends
who do all for me that they can.--Letter 29, 1878, p. 1.
(To Lucinda Hall, June 19, 1878.) [5MR177.05] p. 5, Para.
8, [1878MS].

I am recovering from my sickness and hope to be in good
running order by camp meeting time.--Letter 30, 1878, p. 1.
(To "Dear Son Edson,'™ June 20, 1878.) [6MR177.06] p. 5,
Para. 9, [1878MS].

I enjoyed looking at the many different kinds of trees in
the park but most of all 1 enjoyed looking at the noble
pines. There are medicinal properties in the fragrance of
these trees. "Life, life,” my husband used to say when
riding amongst the pines. "Breathe deep, Ellen; fill your
lungs with the fragrant, life-giving atmosphere."--Letter



293, 1904, pp- 5, 6. (To Brother and Sister Belden, October
17, 1904.) [5MR177.01] p. 5, Para. 10, [1878MS].

Our people are desirous of showing what a campground can
be and should be. 1 think they will make a success of it.
[5MR178.01] p- 6, Para. 1, [1878MS].

It 1s nearly one week now before the camp meeting
commences. Next Thursday 1 shall have my tent upon the
ground. . . . 1 cannot sleep nights. My heart is drawn out
in prayer to God for a fitness for the work. He will hear;
He will answer. 1 shall be imbued with His Spirit. 1 shall
be strengthened by His might. 1 have not a doubt of it.
Work! 1 need not cross the plains to find 1t. It is heaping
up everywhere. The harvest is ripe for the sickle and so
few laborers. 1 have no course to mark out for you, not
even a suggestion to make. 1 leave you with your God. Seek
His counsel and all will be well. You need have no fears
that my judgment or ideas shall conflict with yours. God
will teach us. Trust in Him. But my work must be here on
the Coast till I get marching orders.--Letter 31, 1878, pp-
2, 4. (To "Dear Husband,'™ June 20, 1878.) [56MR178.02] p.
6, Para. 2, [1878MS].

It has cost considerable labor to take a forest and
prepare it for a campground, making it attractive and
beautiful; but this has been done here. It iIs the
admiration of all who look upon 1It. The man owning the
ground has promised them the land for five years without
cost to them, iIn consideration of the work done to prepare
it. The trees are fir and tower up high like the redwood
trees of California, only more beautiful in foliage. Some
oak and walnut are iInterspersed. White pine here reminds me
of Maine. The very atmosphere is fragrant with the perfume
of these evergreen trees. [5MR178.03] p. 6, Para. 3,
[1878MS] .

One day of our meeting is already in the past and soon the
first camp meeting in Oregon will be ended. Will there be
souls saved as the result of this effort? May God work for
us, iIs my prayer.--Letter 35, 1878, pp- 2, 3. (To "Dear
Husband,™ June 27, 1878.) [G6MR178.04] p-. 6, Para. 4,
[1878MS] .

Yesterday by invitation | spoke to the prisoners. . . |
was surprised to see so fine a company of intelligent men.
Oh, so sad! So many young men, younger than our own dear



boys, so bright and looking as though they might fill any
position in society. You would not dream that they were
prisoners, only as you looked upon their strange dress. And
this was so neat and clean; there was nothing repulsive iIn
their appearance. [5MR179.01] p. 6, Para. 5, [1878MS].

The superintendent first ushered us iIn and then at the
sound of the bell the heavy iron bolts were drawn back with
a loud noise, and there swarmed from their cells one
hundred and fifty prisoners. Then we were locked In with
them--the warden, superintendent"s wife--a Southern lady--
Brother and Sister Carter, Sister Jordan, and myself. The
prisoners sang, led by Brother Carter. There was an organ.
The performer was a young man, an excellent musician, a man
of promise--yet oh, how sad, a convict! 1 engaged iIn prayer
and every brow bowed. They sang again and then | addressed
them. [6MR179.02] p. 6, Para. 6, [1878MS].

They listened with the most profound attention as 1 spoke
from these words: "Behold, what manner of love the Father
hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of
God." . . . [BMR179.03] p- 6, Para. 7, [1878MS].

The people listened with the most solemn mien, and the
tearful eye and quivering lip showed that their hearts,
although calloused with sin, felt the words spoken.
[SMR179.04] p. 7, Para. 1, [1878MS].

Again the heavy bolts were withdrawn, and the prisoners

went slowly back to their cells. After all had gone, I was
let out. I was introduced to the president and wife. She
grasped my hand cordially. Said she: "1 would not have lost

this opportunity to hear what I have heard for anything. It
was all so clear, so simple, and yet so elevating. Women
can do far more than men iIn speaking to these convicts.
They can come straight to their hearts.”™ She thanked me for
coming and invited me to come again. [5MR179.05] p. 7,
Para. 2, [1878MS].

I was asked if I wished to view the prison cells, and 1
answered, No. Were my husband with me I would talk with
some of the prisoners and visit the cells, but as I was
without my husband 1 did not wish to do so. [5MR180.01] p.-
7, Para. 3, [1878MS].

I tried to imagine the youth around me as my boys, and to
talk with them from a mother®s heart of love and sympathy,



with no thought of lowering the standard to meet them in
their sinful, lawless state, but to exalt the law and hold
the standard of the cross of Christ high, and then show
them the path of virtue and obedience. . . . [5MR180.02]
p. 7, Para. 4, [1878MS].

The church in Salem are begging of me to stay with them
and labor at least one month. This i1s an Important place.
There are many interests here. But I answer them, "No. |
have work to do elsewhere."--Letter 32, 1878, pp- 2-4. (To
"Dear Husband,™ June 24, 1878.) [5MR180.03] p. 7, Para. 5,
[1878MS] .

God has given me a testimony to bear to His people that He
has given to no other one and I must bear this testimony
which i1s like fire shut up in my bones. I have given myself
to the Lord and 1 feel like praying much and working also.
[5MR180.04] p. 7, Para. 6, [1878MS].

I would love to see you before you go to Europe but 1 do
not expect to see you. | have given you to God. You and
Mary are very dear to me but you both belong to God. 1
would not hedge up your way for an instant to gratify my
motherly feelings. God gave His dear Son to die for sinful
man and shall 1 let selfish feelings come in? No, no, |
never expect to look upon your faces again until I meet you
around the great white throne. Not a murmur iIs in my heart.
I feel that God has been good to me. He has honored me in
giving me children that He can use in His work to advance
His cause. This is the greatest blessing that a mother can
have, to know that her children are striving in every
direction to benefit man and glorify God. These words are
expressive of my feelings: "Do something, do it soon with
all thy might; An angel®s wing would droop if long at rest,
And God Himself, inactive were no longer blest."--Letter
36, 1878, p- 1. (To "Dear Willie™ [W. C. White], June 28,
1878.) [5MR180.05] p- 7, Para. 7, [1878MS].

Every berth and every position on deck where people could
bunk down was secured in the Oregon. . . . From eight
hundred to a thousand people sailed on the Republican for
five dollars and back. We shall have to pay fifteen. We
paid twenty-five coming up.--Letter 39, 1878, p. 2. (To
"Dear Husband,'™ July 8, 1878.) [5MR181.01] p. 7, Para. 8,
[1878MS] .

Last night 1 had quite an experience. The captain told me



I should have the porthole open in my berth on lower deck.
I heard something I cannot describe. 1 sprang up and said,
"What is that, Edith [Donaldson]?" But the words were
scarcely spoken when a stream of water rushed into my
berth. 1 called the steward and he set things i1n order.

. He closed the porthole, and thus ended the fresh air I
was to have in my stateroom. . . . [5MR181.02] p-. 8, Para.
1, [1878MS].

In the dining saloon, there was a table where the so-
called nobility were seated--the wealthy men of Oakland and
San Francisco. They partook freely of wine, and as one of
these men, about sixty years old, became warmed up with
wine he felt and talked and acted as Belshazzar did under
the influence of wine. . . . This man called in a loud,
boisterous voice, ''Steward, bring me more claret.” It was
brought. He held it up so that all at the table could view
it. "Here," said he, "is my Christ, all the Christ I want,
gentlemen. This i1s my Jesus. This is good cheer,” and
drained the glass, others following his example.
[5MR182.01] p- 8, Para. 2, [1878MS].

Some laughed as if this were a pleasant joke, while some
looked ashamed and disgusted. . . . The word comes that
there i1s a school of whales iIn sight and I am called to see
them. It is quite an interesting spectacle to see these
monsters of the deep spouting the water high up from the
ocean. This is a little diversity in our monotonous
journey. [5MR182.02] p-. 8, Para. 3, [1878MS].

I love to watch the waves of the mighty ocean rolling up
mountain high. I love to think of One who has power to say,
"Here shall thy proud waves be stayed.' "Hitherto shalt
thou come, but no further.”™ Job 38:11.--Letter 40a, 1878,
pp- 2, 3. (To "Dear Husband,™ July 11, 1878.) [5MR182.03]
p. 8, Para. 4, [1878MS].

I miss you here so much, but the Lord has not left me
alone. Today has been a precious day to us iIn Oregon. The
Spirit of the Lord was manifested in a most marked manner
in the nine-o"clock social meeting. Many humble, good
testimonies were borne and the melting Spirit of God rested
upon preachers and people. . . . [5MR232.04] p. 8, Para.
5, [1878MS].

The Spirit of the Lord rested upon the congregation. His
sweet, melting power was in our midst. How thankful we



should be for these heavenly tokens!--Letter 37, 1878. (To
"Dear Husband,'™ June 28, 1878.) [5MR233.01] p. 8, Para. 6,
[1878MS] .

Brother Andrews left his aged mother, an only brother .

. and many friends in America, to obey the call of God and
enter this new missionary field. He came to you at quite a
sacrifice. [5MR435.02] p-. 8, Para. 7, [1878MS].

Elder Andrews is a conscientious servant of Jesus Christ.
. . We sent you the ablest man in all our ranks. . . . We
needed Elder Andrews here. But we thought his great
caution, his experience, his God-fearing dignity in the
desk, would be just what you needed. We hoped you would
accept his counsel, and aid him in every way possible while
he was a stranger in a strange country.--Letter 2a, 1878.
(To "Dear Brethren in Switzerland,”™ August 29, 1878.)
[5MR435.03] p. 8, Para. 8, [1878MS].

The news which reached us last night was sad indeed to us
all. . . . 1 knew that God would sustain you under your
great loss. . . . God knew what was best for her [J. N.
Andrews®s daughter, Mary] and for you. . . . You are not a
stranger to Jesus and His love. . . . [5MR436.02] p- 9,
Para. 1, [1878MS].

The Lord loves you, my dear brother. He loves you. . . . A
better day is coming, precious to the faithful ones.

I was shown you with head bowed down and mourning as you
followed Mary to her last home in this world. [5MR436.03]
p.- 9, Para. 2, [1878MS].

Then 1 saw the Lord look lovingly upon you. 1 saw the
Life-giver come and your wife and children come forth from
their graves clothed with immortal splendor. Look at the
things which are unseen. . . . May God bless and encourage
your heart, is my prayer. Your sympathizing sister,
(signed) Ellen G. White.--Letter 71, 1878. (To J. N.
Andrews, December 5, 1878.) [6MR436.04] p. 9, Para. 3,
[1878MS] .

Elders and deacons are chosen to have a care for the
prosperity of the church; yet these leaders, especially in
young churches, should not feel at liberty, on their own
judgment and responsibility, to cut off offending members
from the church; they are not invested with such authority.
Many indulge a zeal like that of Jehu, and rashly venture



to make decisions in matters of grave importance, while
they themselves have no connection with God. They should
humbly and earnestly seek wisdom from the One who has
placed them iIn their position, and should be very modest in
assuming responsibilities. They should also lay the matter
before the president of their conference; and counsel with
him.--Manuscript 1, 1878. (To the church at Ligonier,
Indiana, October, 1878.) [5MR446.01] p. 9, Para. 4,
[1878MS] .

Brother V came to us, and we tried to do our duty to him.
But when he returned to Switzerland, and when Elder Andrews
visited that country, he did not do by Elder Andrews as we
had done by him. He did not help Elder Andrews as we had a
right to expect he would. He created suspicion and jealousy
of Elder Andrews. He did not give the correct translation
of his teachings, but made some of his remarks to be
regarded with disfavor because they were made stronger than
Elder Andrews designed to give them.--Letter 2a, 1878, p.
6. (To "Dear Brethren in Switzerland,"™ August 29, 1878.)
[6MR113.02] p- 9, Para. 5, [1878MS].

I have felt greatly perplexed to know just what to do in
the case of your father. He seems to have mind enough, but
is forever studying his own feelings, which eclipses faith.
He gets habits and notions, such as wetting his head and
hands and feet. All these are iInnocent, but carried to
excess are doing him great injury. . . . The restlessness,
wanting to be riding continually, is very difficult to
manage. . . . These habits keep his mind centered upon
himself. . . . 1 feel so sorry for poor Father.--Letter 18,
1878, pp-. 1, 2. (To W. C. White, March 20, 1878.)
[6MR304.01] p- 9, Para. 6, [1878MS].

For eight months 1 have been on a constant strain of
anxiety and now 1 feel the care lifted somewhat. 1 feel as
though 1 was running down like an old clock but I shall
rally again soon.--Letter 65, 1878, p. 1. (To W. C. White,
April 2, 1878.) [6MR304.02] p-. 9, Para. 7, [1878MS].

Why are you thinking Elder Loughborough the man for Old
England? . . . 1 should select others before him.
Hurrying Loughborough to Old England is in my mind an
oversight In judgment.--Letter 39, 1878, pp- 2, 3. (To
James White, July 8, 1878.) [6MR304.03] p. 10, Para. 1,
[1878MS] .



God took six days to make our world when he could have
spoken i1t Into existence in one.--Letter 7a, 1878, p. 2.
(To W. C. White, undated.) [8MR412.01] p- 10, Para. 2,
[1878MS] .

Sympathy in Sorrow.--We deeply sympathize with you in your
great sorrow, but we sorrow not as those who have no hope.
. .——-Letter 71, 1878, p. 1. (To J.N. Andrews, Dec. 5,
1878.) [9MR314.04] p- 10, Para. 3, [1878MS].

We hope [James White, and William C. White and his wife]
will be cheerful and happy while you are in the mountains.
This precious opportunity of being all together as you now
are may never come to you again. Make the most of it. Do
not regard this time of recreation as a drudgery or a task.
Lay aside your work; let the writings go. Go over into the
park and see all that you can. Get all the pleasure you can
out of this little season. | sometimes fear we do not
appreciate these precious opportunities and privileges
until they pass, and it is too late. [9MR316.01] p. 10,
Para. 4, [1878MS].

Father, our writing can be done in the winter. Lay it
aside now. Throw off every burden, and be a carefree boy
again. Will and Mary, if they stay in the mountains a few
weeks longer, should neither study nor write. They should
be made happy for this season, that they may be able to
look back to this time as a season of unalloyed pleasure.
Willie will soon be plunged into caretaking and burden
bearing again. Let him now be as free as the birds of the
air. Mary has never had a childhood any more than Willie
has had a boyhood. The few days you now have together,
improve. Roam about, camp out, fish, hunt, go to places
that you have not seen, rest as you go, and enjoy
everything. Then come back to your work fresh and vigorous.
[9OMR316.02] p-. 10, Para. 5, [1878MS].

Emma, dear child--may God bless our daughter Emma; and may
this little season, when you can be with sister and brother
and father, be full of pleasure, and devoid of one dark
chapter. 1 should have loved to remain with you, but 1 am
content, because 1 believe that | am where the Lord would
have me. [9MR316.03] p-. 10, Para. 6, [1878MS].

Now 1 entreat you to make the most of the few weeks left
you. Let nothing keep you confined to the house. Forget
that there is anything to be written. There is enough



already written for our people to digest. Then, when new
matter does come out, 1t will come from minds that are
fresh, because they have been strengthened and invigorated
by rest and change. [9MR317.01] p. 10, Para. 7, [1878MS].

Father needs to be a boy again. Roam all around. Climb the
mountain steeps. Ride horseback. Find something new each
day to see and enjoy. This will be for Father®s health. Do
not spend any anxious thought on me. You will see how well
I will appear after the camp meetings are over. God lives,
and because He lives, | hope to live also. I am debilitated
just now, but this does not discourage me one bit. 1 shall
lean heavily upon the divine arm, and 1 shall not faint nor
fall. And I assure you that you will be gainers, if you
will all determine to be free as boys and girls again.
Strive to make each other happy. Then angels will look on
and smile, and they will write for you a record that you
will not be ashamed to read. [9MR317.02] p. 10, Para. 8,
[1878MS] .

Now, Father, you are with your dear children. You may
never have this privilege again. 1 repeat once more, Make
the most of it. Do not think that so much writing is
necessary. This will keep. Lay all such work aside. 1 know
you will all please God much better by seeking to build up
your strength, and laying in a good stock of vitality that
you can draw upon In time of need. 1 should feel sad to see
this precious opportunity spoiled by your doing unnecessary
things in the line of writing.--Letter 1, 1878, pp. 2-4.(To
"Dear Husband and Children Three,'™ Aug. 24, 1878.)
[9MR317.03] p- 11, Para. 1, [1878MS].

I sent word that I could furnish materials for volume 4
[Spirit of Prophecy] but I must have been wild. Father
needs a great deal of my time, and should I attempt to
write, | must give my whole time to it. Heretofore I have
had a copyist who took charge of all the proofs and who
furnished a very nice copy. [10MR12.01] p. 11, Para. 2,
[1878MS] .

You well know my deficiency in this respect. It Is a great
task for me to arrange my matter to be placed in the hands
of the printer without any aid in the matter. If 1 could do
as | have done, write and have a competent copyist prepare
my writings for the press, 1 could do considerable. But as
it 1s, | dare not promise copy to get out a form oftener
than once iIn two weeks, even if I can do that.--Letter 4d,



1878. (To W. C. and Mary White, Jan. 22, 1878.) [10MR12.02]
p. 11, Para. 3, [1878MS].

Ellen White"s Resolve--There is work enough to do, and let
us hide 1n God and seek to obtain purity of heart,
meekness, and lowliness of spirit, and to be refined and
sanctified, fit for the Master"s use here, and the heavenly

home of the blest and holy hereafter. I will not live for
self. I will not lose sight of the self-denying, self-
sacrificing Redeemer. He pleased not Himself. 1 shall be

glad to hear from you any time and will write as often as I
can.--Letter 32, 1878, p. 5. (To Edson White, June 24,
1878.) [10MR38.01] p. 11, Para. 4, [1878MS].

Cheyenne, Wyoming, August 21, 1878--We are now in the
hotel waiting the overland train from California. It is
rather warm. We have had no sleep of any account yet. 1
left one package of "'Sunshine Series"™ for that gentleman
who attended to the sprained ankle. The package of hominy
is Iin father®s room on the shelf. We feel that we will get
through all right. I feel that 1 am in the way of my duty,
although 1 am very tired, and long for rest. The train
comes to take us at half-past three. 1 hope you will all go
over to the park and have a pleasant camping trip. You may
never have as good a time again to make this trip.--Letter
45, 1878, p. 1. (Post card to Ellen White"s family, who
were vacationing at Rollinsville, Colorado.) [11MR56.01]
p. 11, Para. 5, [1878MS].

Council Bluffs, lowa, August 22, 1878--We have made the
change all right. Glad you were not on board today; hot,
almost unendurable. We have a lower berth in drawing-room
car. Well situated. Three dollars to Chicago. Cheap enough,

I think. I am glad that so many of you are in the cool
mountains. Stay there as long as you can. 1 think Emma
would be rather oppressed with her woolen dress. I am glad

she is not on board this train. The heat would wilt and
exhaust her. At one time today i1t seemed as though 1 should
faint away, but a cool breeze sprang up and we feel better.
I think 1 am in the way of duty. It is fearfully
oppressive, yet God will sustain.--Letter 45, 1878, pp.
1,2. (Post card to James White.) [11MR56.02] p. 11, Para.
6, [1878MS].

Chicago (?), October 23, 1878--We left Battle Creek
Wednesday, October 23. Found Brother Armstrong waiting for
us. Took a streetcar after walking a quarter of a mile with



our baggage. We rode about five miles to the home of
Brother Armstrong. We found a cheerful fire in the sitting
room. This was our sleeping room. After social conversation
we had a season of prayer and retired feeling we were
blessed indeed.--Ms. 5, 1878, p. 1. (Diary entry.)
[11MR57.01] p- 12, Para. 1, [1878MS].

Chicago, October 24, 1878--Thursday morning. Rested well
through the night. Awakened with feelings of gratitude for
the favors received and the blessings of God with which He
has abundantly supplied us. My heart goes out to God iIn
prayer for His guidance and His grace. [11MR57.02] p. 12,
Para. 2, [1878MS].

We met Elder Butler and Elder Andrews®™ mother in the
Chicago depot. Elder Butler was on his way to Battle Creek.
He assisted us in re-checking baggage and in moving baggage
to sleeping car. Brother Armstrong®s daughter was very
attentive, accompanying us to depot and interesting herself
in our being properly arranged in the car.--Ms. 5, 1878, p.
1. (Diary entry.) [11MR57.03] p-. 12, Para. 3, [1878MS].

Between Chicago and Richland, Kansas, October 25, 1878--0n
the cars. Rested well last night. We had our window open
and gave our lungs food. The cars were very hot, and no
ventilation was allowed from the ventilator above. This
morning there is a great complaint of faintness and languor
when no effort is made to give us fresh air. There are
thirty who have passed the night in a closed car.
Emanations from the bodies and exhalations from the lungs
have poisoned the air, yet no windows except mine have been
raised to let in the rich blessing heaven has provided in
fresh, pure air. Must the health and life of travelers be
imperiled by being left to the control of ignhorant porters
and one or two sick passengers? We will have air from
outside. We will not endanger health and life because of
the i1gnorance of porters. [11MR57.04] p. 12, Para. 4,
[1878MS] .

We changed cars at Kansas City. The porter put us in the
wrong car and we were obliged to pay six dollars for our
passage over the road. When we arrived at Topeka we met
Brother Miller, a stranger to us, but he had a printed
notice pinned upon his coat--""Camp Meeting." We made
ourselves acquainted and were soon preparing to step on
board his carriage. In my great weariness and hurry 1 left
my velvet sacque. The depot was crowded and 1 overlooked



it. 1 did not discover my loss until we had gone about five
miles. At first 1 was much troubled but 1 fought with my
feelings until | had them under control and the conflict
was ended and peace took the place of regret and
unhappiness. [11MR58.01] p- 12, Para. 5, [1878MS].

We rode twelve miles over the broad prairie. It was keen
cold. We became thoroughly chilled, for we had not even a
laprobe or buffalo robe to cover our feet and limbs. When
we arrived on the ground [at Richland, Kansas] we found a
small board tent made for us, furnished with bed, table,
and stove, and having floor with carpet on it. We were made
very comfortable. We felt thankful In our hearts to our
dear friends for this thoughtful care and tenderness of us.
A crock was brought with a very fine chrysanthemum in full
bloom. We rested and slept well that night.--Ms. 5, 1878,
pp- 1, 2. (Diary entry.) [11MR58.02] p. 12, Para. 6,
[1878MS] .

Church Discipline to Be Considered in the Fear of God--
Elders and deacons are chosen to have a care for the
prosperity of the church; yet these leaders, especially in
young churches, should not feel at liberty, on their own
judgment and responsibility, to cut off offending members
from the church; they are not iInvested with such authority.
Many indulge a zeal like that of Jehu and rashly venture to
make decisions In matters of grave importance, while they
themselves have no connection with God. They should humbly
and earnestly seek wisdom from the One who has placed them
in their position, and should be very modest in assuming
responsibilities. They should also lay the matter before
the president of their conference and counsel with him. At
some appointed time the subject should be patiently
considered. In the fear of God, with much humility and
sorrow for the erring, who are the purchase of the blood of
Christ, with earnest, humble prayer the proper officers
should deal with the offenders. How different has been the
course when, with self-assumed authority and a hard,
unfeeling spirit, accusations have been made and souls have
been thrust out of the church of Christ. [12MR113.01] p.-
13, Para. 1, [1878MS].

The matter should be thoroughly investigated before any
action is taken. Let such questions as the following be
carefully considered: What is the charge brought against
the erring? Has the law of God been willfully transgressed?
Has the offender been dishonest in his dealing with his



brethren or the world? Has he been guilty of licentious
conduct? Has he been untruthful? Has he practiced
deception? Has he been severe, overbearing, and abusive iIn
his family, with his neighbors, his brethren, or
worldlings? Has he shown a spirit of penuriousness,
selfishness, covetousness, doubt, faultfinding, or
talebearing? Has he talked of the faults of his brethren,
magnifying their wrongs, and cherished a spirit of
bitterness toward them, thus endangering the prosperity and
unity of the church? [12MR113.02] p. 13, Para. 2,
[1878MS] .

All these points require careful consideration, but the
next question is, What course has been pursued toward the
erring? Has the Bible rule been followed to the letter?
Read before the church the rules given them by their
Captain, and let the question be asked, Have they obeyed
orders like faithful soldiers iIn the army? To go contrary
to the positive orders of the Captain of our salvation is
deserving of severest censure by those whom God has placed
in authority. [12MR114.01] p-. 13, Para. 3, [1878MS].

Those who constitute the active element In the church at
Ligonier are the ones who should see their wrongs and be
willing to confess them, or they should be disconnected
from the church. Their spirits are strong and
uncontrollable; i1f checked lightly today, they will rise in
triumph tomorrow if they have a chance. They will gather
about them those who cannot see and understand theilr spirit
and who will oppose any influence that would check their
movements. [12MR114.02] p. 13, Para. 4, [1878MS].

There i1s always danger and trouble in any church which is
composed mostly of family connections. This is the curse of
the Ligonier church. Relatives who are unconsecrated
sympathize with one another and thus a sinful harmony
exists among them. Jesus is united to His people by a love
far greater and more enduring than ever bound together the
hearts of human kindred. This love, so deep, so unchanging,
is a continual assurance of His faithfulness to support the
weak, confirm the wavering, comfort the feeble-minded, and
bind up the bruises of the soul. Oh, wondrous love, that
should lead the Saviour to yield up His honor, His glory,
His royal throne and royal court, and for our sakes become
poor, that we through His poverty might be made rich!
[12MR114.03] p- 13, Para. 5, [1878MS].



In order to secure us to Himself and ensure our eternal
salvation He gave all that He had--His riches, His glory,
and His own precious life. For us He endured the agony of
the Garden of Gethsemane, when the mysterious cup trembled
in His hand and His anguished soul cried out, "Father, if
it be possible, let this cup pass from Me."™ From His pale,
quivering lips came this anguished prayer, and then the
words of submission, "0 My Father, if this cup may not pass
away from Me except 1 drink it, Thy will be done.'™ An angel
from heaven strengthened the royal Sufferer to tread His
blood-stained path to Calvary, and to drink the cup of
suffering to its very dregs. Oh, why was all this
suffering, this ignominy, and torturing agony? It was that
by this sacrifice of Himself His love might stand revealed,
that He might woo men from the ways of sin. After man has
cost so much, will He leave him now? Oh no, no! He is
faithful that has promised; His arms are outstretched to
clasp the repentant, believing ones to His heart of love,
with all the tenderness of divine affection. In Jesus we
have an enduring, unchanging friend, and though all earthly
prospects should fail and every earthly friend prove
treacherous, yet He is faithful still. [12MR115.01] p. 14,
Para. 1, [1878MS].

His servants are as dear to Him as the apple of the eye.
In trial, in want, in perplexity and distress, we are not
alone; at every step, In tones of assurance, He bids us,
"Follow Me.”™ "1 will never leave nor forsake thee."™ But
this blessed assurance is given only on condition of our
obedience and faithfulness to Him. [12MR115.02] p. 14,
Para. 2, [1878MS].

In view of the iInfinite price paid for man®"s redemption,
how dare any professing the name of Christ treat with
indifference one of His little ones? How carefully should
brethren and sisters in the church guard every word and
action, lest they hurt the oil and the wine! How patiently,
kindly, and affectionately should they deal with the
purchase of the blood of Christ! How faithfully and
earnestly should they labor to lift up the desponding and
the discouraged! How tenderly should they treat those who
are trying to obey the truth and have no encouragement at
home, who have constantly to breathe the atmosphere of
unbelief and darkness! [12MR116.01] p. 14, Para. 3,
[1878MS] .

In what contrast to the course of our Exemplar has been



that pursued by Sister A and those connected with her. The
reason iIs, they have not the spirit of Christ. He does not
dwell in them. Satan will in every conceivable manner
obstruct the path of all who try to follow the Saviour, and
when Christ"s professed friends allow themselves to tear
down, to discourage and destroy, they show that they are
not of Christ, but of Satan, for his works they do.--Ms 1,
1878, pp- 3-8. (To the Church at Ligonier, Indiana, n.d.)
[12MR116.02] p. 14, Para. 4, [1878MS].

(Written December 26, 1878, from Denison, Texas, to '"‘Dear
Family at Battle Creek--Willie, Mary, Aunt Mary, Edith,
Addie and May, and Brother and Sister Sawyer.')--1 suppose
you will be interested to know how we spent Christmas. The
day before Christmas, we went to town, and 1t was tediously
cold. 1 suffered with cold. 1 never remember of i1ts being
much colder in Michigan. But Brother Moore®s people were
living In a tent and were very uncomfortable. We were
determined he should not live thus, and we commenced to
bring about a change. We moved them into Sister Bahler-s
old house, which was very open but better than a tent, for
several nights. We had divided our bedding with them to
keep them from suffering. [14MR318.01] p. 14, Para. 5,
[1878MS] .

We then went to the city and purchased for them flour,
white and graham; sugar, a bone of meat, butter out of the
question. We laid out $10 for clothing to make them
comfortable, and necessary furniture to get along. 1 will
tell you everything they had for breakfast--a few corn gems
and a little beef suet fat. Not a chair; a straw bed and a
comfortable laid over i1t. The children had an old rug and
blanket laid under them. Sister Moore had no shoes, no
comfortable clothing. He had no pants fit to be seen.
[14VR318.02] p. 15, Para. 1, [1878MS].

Christmas morning we all took breakfast together--James
Cornell; Florence and Clara, their two girls; Brother and
Sister Moore and their three children; Sister Bahler and
Etta, a girl living with them; and Sister Daniells, our
cook, Father, and myself. We had a quarter of venison
cooked, and stuffing. It was as tender as a chicken. We all
enjoyed 1t very much. There is plenty of venison in market.
[14VMR318.03] p. 15, Para. 2, [1878MS].

I have not seen in years so much poverty as | have seen
since | have come to Texas. Brother Moore has had poor



health, and he has nothing--not a cent to get provisions
with. We must help that family or they must suffer for the
very necessities of life. | have put those flannel sheets
[that] you sent me, on his bed. He is now unable to work
because of pleurisy. | gave each of the Cornell girls a
dress, which they needed very much. 1 cannot see want and
misery and enjoy the comforts of life. [14MR319.01] p. 15,
Para. 3, [1878MS].

James Cornell earns but little now. He has much suffering
with rheumatism. Roxanna has been almost dead with asthma,
but she is recovering now from a long siege of distressing
illness. [14MR319.02] p- 15, Para. 4, [1878MS].

You cannot tell how I have worked early and late to get
off the testimonies, and there iIs just as much to come yet,
unwritten. Very important matter 1 am writing in regard to
the sanitarium and college and office. 1 have great freedom
in writing. [14MR319.03] p. 15, Para. 5, [1878MS].

Father i1s very kind, cheerful, and happy. His labor of
preparing matter has been very taxing to him, but he has
kept exercising, chopping wood and bringing it in, walking
to [the] post office and back, one mile and a half in going
and coming. He has physical exercise, aplenty of it; cares
mostly for his own team. You see what a change has taken
place with him. [14MR319.04] p-. 15, Para. 6, [1878MS].

I am astonished at myself that I can do so much. 1 do not
give credit to the climate, for I fail to see the especial
advantages Texas has over Michigan except in so much
fearful sickness, which is a disadvantage. [14MR319.05] p-
15, Para. 7, [1878MS].

We have a nice, plastered house; a fire all day, and yet
for several nights our wash bowl has been frozen over, and
the mug containing my teeth was frozen in so solid [they]
had to be melted out. Last night the ground was covered
with snow, but 1 do not dislike this cool, bracing air at
all. [14MR320.01] p-. 15, Para. 8, [1878MS].

We have been to [the] depot three days in succession for
Brother Huey and our copyist. 1 would like to know how long
you think to keep me without my copyist. I shall write some
loud letters soon if you do not send us help. You can have
no better copy than you have had unless you provide me
help. [14MR320.02] p- 16, Para. 1, [1878MS].



We are getting along very well here; now have a good wagon
and horses, not bought but using them. We enjoy every
pleasant day when not driven by writing, in riding out. The
roads are sandy and excellent. [14MR320.03] p. 16, Para.
2, [1878MS].

Father has just finished the first two chapters upon the
Spirit of Prophecy, No. I, for Signs. We feel deeply the
necessity of our people being aroused to sense their duty.
We must keep so near to God as to maintain our simplicity
and our humility. We must guard ourselves on the right hand
and on the left, that Satan shall not have any advantage.
We can have the Spirit and sanctifying power of the truth
in our hearts 1t we will watch and pray and rely fully on
the merits of the blood of the Lamb of God, who taketh away
the sins of the world. [14MR320.04] p. 16, Para. 3,
[1878MS] .

We may realize the special blessing of God if we will only
believe and pray with living faith. We are too cold, too
faithless. We expect too little. Let us draw [near] to God
with full assurance of faith, and not be discouraged. We,
every one, have an individual work before us, a personal
effort to make for our own salvation and the salvation of
our fellow men. We can do nothing in the great plan of
salvation without a living connection with God. We should
not rest without the evidence that our ways please God. We
have no time to lose. We must be in earnest In this matter;
the work of overcoming is not child"s play but a reality.
[14MR320.05] p. 16, Para. 4, [1878MS].

We think of you all with the tenderest feelings. We
received an excellent letter from Brother Smouse and will
write him ere long. 1 hope he will write often. 1 like the
spirit of his letter. [14MR321.01] p. 16, Para. 5,
[1878MS] .

We are retired here; no visitors, nothing to call our
attention from our work. We are all working all the time,
that 1s, 1 am. Father cannot confine himself closely.
[14MR321.02] p. 16, Para. 6, [1878MS].

Tell my good sisters in Battle Creek, 1 would be pleased
to have them write often. [14MR321.03] p. 16, Para. 7,
[1878MS] .



Much love to you all. Be of good cheer, and live at the
feet of Jesus. [14MR321.04] p- 16, Para. 8, [1878MS].

Daughter Mary, you write that you wrote my sister to send
part of that dress goods to Lizzie Tenney. That is my
husband"s sister, not my twin sister whose name is Lizzie
Bangs. You should have found out Mary Foss® address and
then written to her for an answer, and not let the matter
rest. | fear they have not gotten the box and may never get
it. Do write again.--Letter 63, 1878. [14MR321.05] p- 16,
Para. 9, [1878MS].

Worth of a Soul--Our ministers must feel the peril as well
as the worth of souls. Never can the worth of a soul be
estimated, except through the cross and iIn measuring
eternity. A sinner saved from death is to save other souls
from death.--Letter 37, 1878, p. 4. (Written June 28, 1878,
from Salem, Oregon, to James White.) [15MR132.01] p. 17,
Para. 1, [1878MS].

The Evils of Pharisaism--In every age of the world there
have been some who professed Christ while they were
pursuing an erroneous course of seclusion or of Pharisaical
preeminence. But they have not blessed their fellow men.
They have found no excuse iIn the life of Christ for this
self-righteous bigotry, for His character was genial and
beneficent. He would have been excluded from every monastic
order on earth because of overstepping their prescribed
rules. [15MR132.02] p- 17, Para. 2, [1878MS].

In every church and denomination are to be found erratics
who would have blamed him for His liberal mercies; they
would have accused Him of worldly conformity in attending a
wedding feast; and would have censured him severely, and
criticized his conduct unmercifully for permitting His
friends to make a supper in honor of Himself and His
disciples. But on these very occasions, by His precious
teachings and by His generous conduct, He was enshrining
Himself in the hearts of those whom He honored with His
presence. He was thus giving them an opportunity to become
acquainted with Himself, so that they might have a
knowledge of His character, and might see the marked
contrast which His life and teachings presented to that of
the Pharisees who were spies upon His track, condemning
every move He made which was not in harmony with their
bigoted, selfish ideas of salvation. [15MR132.03] p. 17,
Para. 3, [1878MS].



While we may maintain a firm trust In God, receiving light
and strength and power from Him, it is our duty to let the
light reflected upon us shine forth to others, that the
world may see this light in contrast with the darkness of
error and superstition. My dear brethren in Switzerland,
you have much to learn. There is an icy chilliness, a
reserve, like that of the Pharisees, that must be broken
down. You are not willing to become learners, but, like the
Pharisees, desire to be dictators, teachers. [15MR133.01]
p. 17, Para. 4, [1878MS].

God sent His Son to give the Pharisees a better
understanding of His claims, a more perfect knowledge of
the truth, and to show them the best manner in which to
help their fellow men. But they refused the divine
instruction. They thought Christ was too liberal. His ways
did not agree with their ways; and instead of thinking the
improvement must be made in their lives, to bring them iInto
harmony with the life of Christ, they wanted to convert
Christ to a unison with them. They thought His differing iIn
manner from them would hurt their influence and disannul
their teachings. They refused to cooperate with Christ, and
thus cast their influence against Him, working out their
own purposes, which placed them iIn irretrievable darkness.
[15MR133.02] p. 17, Para. 5, [1878MS].

Those with whom God has entrusted His truth must so order
their intercourse with the world as to secure to themselves
a calm, hallowed peace, as well as a sacred and most
thorough knowledge of how to meet men with their
prejudices, where they are, and minister to them the light,
comfort, and peace found iIn the acceptance of the truth of
God. They should take for example the inspiring,
authoritative, and social life of Christ. They must
cultivate the same beneficent spirit which He possessed,
and must cherish the same broad plans of action in meeting
men where they are. [15MR133.03] p. 17, Para. 6, [1878MS].

They should have a kind, generous spirit toward the poor,
and 1n a special sense feel that we are God"s stewards.
They must hold all they have as not their own, but lent
them iIn trust to advance the cause of Christ upon the
earth. Like Christ, they should not shun the society of
their fellow men, but encourage it, with the purpose of
bestowing upon others the heavenly benefits God has given
them.--Letter 2a, 1878, pp- 3-4. (Written August 29, 1878,



from Ballardvale, Mass., to Brethren in Switzerland.)
[15MR134.01] p. 18, Para. 1, [1878MS].

Cases to Be Investigated Carefully; Patience and Kindness
to Be Shown the Erring--But there is a class in the church
who are a living contradiction of the name Christian--a
class that have ruled at home with a sharp, dictatorial,
unchristian spirit. Theilr i1deas and opinions must bear
sway; their hearts are filled with selfishness; they are
constantly exalting self and finding fault with others who
are better than themselves. They pass censure and harsh
judgment upon others, while their own course appears right
in their own eyes. They put their hands to a work which God
has not given them, but leave undone the work he has left
for them to do, which is to take heed to themselves lest
any root of bitterness springing up trouble the church and
defile i1t. [15MR134.02] p. 18, Para. 2, [1878MS].

They turn their eyes outward to watch lest the character
of others should not be right, when their eyes should be
turned 1nward to scan and criticize their own actions,
testing their feelings and motives by the law of God, the
only standard of right, and emptying from the heart love of
self, envy, evil surmising, jealousy, malice, unkindness,
and self-esteem. When they do this, they will not be
climbing upon the judgment seat and pronouncing sentence
upon others who are in God"s sight better than they. The
simple reason of all the difficulty is, their religious
life 1s not well built; there is not underlying godliness
based on Jesus Christ; and the first gale of temptation
sweeps their foundation from under them. This has caused
all the difficulties in the church. . . . [15MR135.01] p-
18, Para. 3, [1878MS].

At some appointed time the subject should be patiently
considered, and in the fear of God, with much humility and
sorrow for the erring who are the purchase of the blood of
Christ, with earnest, humble prayer, the proper officers
should deal with the offenders. How different has been the
course when, with self-assumed authority and a hard,
unfeeling spirit, accusations have been made, and souls
have been thrust out of the church of Christ. [15MR135.02]
p. 18, Para. 4, [1878MS].

The matter should be thoroughly investigated before any
action is taken. Let such questions as the following be
carefully considered: What is the charge brought against



the erring? Has the law of God been willfully transgressed?
Has the offender been dishonest In his dealings with his
brethren or the world? Has be been guilty of licentious
conduct? Has he been untruthful? Has he practiced
deception? Has he been severe, overbearing, and abusive iIn
his family, with his neighbors, his brethren, or
worldlings? Has he shown a spirit of penuriousness,
selfishness, covetousness, of doubt, fault-finding, or
talebearing? Has he talked of the faults of his brethren,
magnifying their wrongs and cherishing a spirit of
bitterness toward them, thus endangering the prosperity and
unity of the church? [15MR135.03] p. 18, Para. 5,
[1878MS] .

All these points require careful consideration, but the
next question i1s, What course has been pursued toward the
erring? Has the Bible rule been followed to the letter?
Read before the church the rules given them by their
Captain, and let the question be asked, Have they obeyed
orders like faithful soldiers iIn the army? To go contrary
to the positive orders of the Captain of our salvation is
deserving of severest censure by those whom God has placed
in authority. . . . [15MR136.01] p- 19, Para. 1, [1878MS].

There is always danger and trouble In any church which is
composed mostly of family connections. This is the course
of the Ligonier church. Relatives who are unconsecrated
sympathize with one another, and thus a sinful harmony
exists among them. Jesus is united to His people by a love
far greater and more enduring than ever bound together the
hearts of human kindred; and this love, so deep, so
unchanging, is a continual assurance of His faithfulness to
support the weak, confirm the wavering, comfort the feeble-
minded, and to bind up the bruises of the soul. Oh,
wondrous love, that should lead the Saviour to yield up His
honor, His glory, His royal throne and royal court, and for
our sakes become poor, that we through His poverty might be
made rich! . _ . [15MR136.02] p- 19, Para. 2, [1878MS].

IT a brother is supposed to err, his brethren and sisters
should not whisper it among themselves and comment upon 1it,
magnifying supposed errors and faults. Much of this work is
done i1n the Ligonier church, and the result is, the
displeasure of God is upon those who do it, and Satan
exults that he can weaken and annoy those who might be
strong in the Lord. The world sees their weakness, and
judges this class and the truth they profess to love, by



the fruits manifested in them. [15MR136.03] p. 19, Para.
3, [1878MS].

"Lord, who shall abide in thy tabernacle? who shall dwell
in Thy holy hill? He that walketh uprightly, and worketh
righteousness, and speaketh the truth in his heart. He that
backbiteth not with his tongue, nor doeth evil to his
neighbor, nor taketh up a reproach against his neighbor. In
whose eyes a vile person is contemned; but he honoreth them
that fear the Lord. He that sweareth to his own hurt, and
changeth not. He that putteth not out his money to usury,
nor taketh reward against the innocent. He that doeth these
things shall never be moved” [ Ps. 15:1-5]. Here the
backbiter is excluded from abiding in the tabernacle of God
and dwelling in the holy hill of Zion. He that taketh up a
reproach against his neighbor can not receive the approval
of God. . . . [15MR137.01] p- 19, Para. 4, [1878MS].

There are in the church unconsecrated, unconverted men and
women who think more of maintaining their own dignity and
their own opinions than they do of the salvation of their
fellow creatures, and Satan works upon these to stir up
difficulties that consume the time and labor of the
minister, and many souls are lost as the result.
[15MR137.02] p. 19, Para. 5, [1878MS].

The minister also i1s placed In a most unenviable position;
for, though he should decide ever so wisely, his decision
must displease someone, and thus a party spirit is
strengthened, when, had he refused to leave his work, his
influence would have been preserved. [15MR137.03] p. 19,
Para. 6, [1878MS].

Ministers and lay members of the church displease God when
they allow individuals to tell them the errors and faults
of their brethren. They should not listen to these reports,
but should inquire, "Have you strictly followed the
injunction of your Saviour? Have you gone to the offender
and told him his faults between you and him alone, and has
he refused to hear you? Have you carefully and prayerfully
taken two or three others, and labored with him iIn
tenderness, humility, and meekness, your heart throbbing in
love for his soul? If the Captain®s orders, in the rules
given for the erring, have been strictly followed, then an
advance step is to be taken. Tell it to the church, and let
action be taken in the case according to the Scriptures.
Then it is that heaven will ratify the decision made by the



church in cutting off the offending member if he does not
repent. [15MR138.01] p. 20, Para. 1, [1878MS].

IT these steps have not been taken, close the ear to their
complaints, and thus refuse to take up a reproach against
your neighbor. Listening to the reports of evil is taking
up a reproach. If there were no brethren and sisters to do
this, evil tongues would soon cease, for they would not
find so fruitful a field in which to work in backbiting and
devouring one another. . . . [15MR138.02] p. 20, Para. 2,
[1878MS] .

Some precious souls that could not justify the unchristian
course pursued toward Brother J and others, have been
crowded until they have separated from the church. Others
have been cut off for no cause except bitter enmity because
they did not act In harmony with the wishes and ideas of
the leaders. Such a spirit has taken possession of those
leaders who have ever been determined to rule, that they
have been controlled by Satan rather than by the spirit of
Christ. Some who have been deprived of the fellowship of
the church were far more worthy of a place iIn it than are
those who with their longer experience have been so
overbearing and so anxious to drive out theilr brethren.
[15MR138.03] p. 20, Para. 3, [1878MS].

The unreasonable, unchristian course of men and women who
had more zeal than knowledge or piety, has displeased and
dishonored God. He calls upon them to repent. Some have
taken the position that those who use tobacco should be
dealt with and turned out of the church at once; but with
some who would engage iIn this work there are greater
defilements of the soul-temple than tobacco can make. In
all our experience for many years, not a case of this kind
has been thus treated. We have borne for years with those
in the slavery of habit, and unless there was some other
cause for such action, we have not felt at liberty to deal
with them or separate them from the church. We have prayed
and labored with them, and in many cases have after a time
succeeded in winning them fully. Those who did not reform,
became lax i1n other things, and gave up their efforts to
overcome, so that offenses of a grievous character occurred
that required action on the part of the church.
[15MR139.01] p. 20, Para. 4, [1878MS].

The responsibility of dealing with the cases last
mentioned was not assumed by the resident elder or deacon,



or by any member of the church. For months, and sometimes
for years, the church waited patiently for wise counselors;
and every move was made with the greatest caution. Hasty
decisions iIn such cases show greater zeal than wisdom or
spirituality. They reveal a self-sufficient, self-
important, bigoted spirit, which will injure, and, if
tolerated, ruin any church. . . . [15MR139.02] p. 20,
Para. 5, [1878MS].

Men and women who had no connection with God themselves
felt competent to instruct, reprove, and condemn those far
above them in the scale of intelligence and moral worth.

It 1s their lack of the Spirit of God that leads them
into their unquiet, censorious, condemning course.
[15MR139.03] p. 21, Para. 1, [1878MS].

Although aware of the defiling nature and iInjurious
effects of tobacco, the Doctor has indulged in its use for
many years. This Is a habit which is annoying to him, and
which God would have him overcome. In the name of Jesus,
the mighty Conqueror, he can triumph over this defiling
practice, and at last wear the victor®s crown. [15MR140.01]
p. 21, Para. 2, [1878MS].

Brother J has not submitted, with a good grace, to the
treatment he has received; he has been harsh, severe, and
unyielding. Human nature would not endure dictation from
those whose character and deportment contradicted their
profession. The course of these persons was uncourteous and
unreasonable. Passion and prejudice bore sway, and the
spirit of truth and holiness was driven out. While they
were willing that Brother J"s money should aid the church,
many were not willing that he should have any voice iIn
controlling its affairs. [15MR140.02] p-. 21, Para. 3,
[1878MS] .

Those who have been thus forward and officious, need to
become acquainted with the dear Saviour; for they know Him
not. He is the eternal guardian of justice. He can never be
excluded from any transaction in which the rights of His
followers are concerned. His hand is ever spread as a
buckler over the humblest of His children, and none can
harm them without smiting that hand. . . . [15MR140.03] p.-
21, Para. 4, [1878MS].

Many are partaking of the spirit indulged by Sister Q--a
driving, censorious, dictatorial spirit. Oh, 1 would that



it might be banished from the hearts of all who profess the
faith! But 1f this cannot be, then It Is necessary, for the
salvation of the remaining members, that all who stir up
strife be separated from the church. . . . [15MR140.04] p.-
21, Para. 5, [1878MS].

There may be in the church those who do not honor the
cause of God, whose lives and characters reveal the
deformity of sin. But we must bear long even with these,
remembering how Jesus bears with us; how sinful we have
been, and how He loves us still. Christ paid an infinite
price to redeem us from ruin and despair, and with hearts
filled with gratitude to God, we should manifest toward
others the same love, tenderness, and forbearance, that we
would have Him exercise toward us as sinful, erring
mortals. While we need grace and mercy every moment, and
forgiveness daily, how unbecoming for us to be so ready to
criticize, censure, and condemn our brethren who are of
like passions with ourselves. [15MR140.05] p. 21, Para. 6,
[1878MS] .

The reproof given by our Redeemer condemns all this. Such
conduct is the result of self-esteem and self-exaltation;
persons strive for the supremacy, and become envious and
jealous lest others shall come in and fill a higher place
than they themselves occupy. But the teachings of Christ on
this point are clear and decided: "Except ye be converted,
and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the
kingdom of heaven.' We must constantly cherish meekness and
humility, 1f we would possess the spirit of Christ.
[15MR141.01] p-. 21, Para. 7, [1878MS].

The parable of the lost sheep 1s a forcible illustration
of the Saviour®s love for the erring. The shepherd leaves
the ninety and nine in the shelter of the fold, while he
goes out to search for the one lost, perishing sheep; and
when i1t is found, he places it upon his shoulder, and
returns with rejoicing. He did not find fault with the
straying sheep; he did not say, "Let him go if he will,"
but he went forth amid frost and sleet and tempest, to save
the one that was lost. And he patiently continued his
search until the object of his solicitude was found.
[15MR141.02] p. 22, Para. 1, [1878MS].

Thus are we to treat the erring, wandering one. We should
be ready to sacrifice our own ease and comfort when a soul
for whom Christ died is in peril. Said Jesus, "Joy shall be



in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more that over
ninety and nine just persons which need no repentance." As
joy was manifested at the recovery of the one lost sheep,
so will exceeding joy and gratitude be manifested by the
true servants of Christ when one soul i1s saved from death.
[15MR141.03] p. 22, Para. 2, [1878MS].

A reckless disregard for souls has been manifested by the
church at Ligonier. Many cherish the spirit of the self-
righteous Pharisees, who sought to be first in everything.
They loved the uppermost rooms at feasts, and the chief
seats iIn the synagogues; but they shut up the kingdom of
heaven against men, neither going in themselves nor
permitting others to enter. They for a pretense made long
prayers, but secretly devoured widows®™ houses. They paid
tithes of mint and anise and cummin, but neglected the
weightier matters of the law--judgment, mercy, and the love
of God. They appeared to love the truth and to be very
zealous for the cause of God, while their hearts were
unsubdued, unsanctified, and unhumbled, open to envy,
Jjealousy, hatred, and malice. [15MR142.01] p. 22, Para. 3,
[1878MS] .

Christ teaches all who believe on His name, that instead
of seeking their own glory they must humble themselves to
bear the cross and to walk in His footsteps. He would
reform others must first reform himself. He must obtain the
spirit of his Master, and be willing like Him, to suffer
reproach, and to practice self-denial. In comparison with
the worth of one soul, the whole world sinks into
insignificance. A desire to exercise authority, to lord it
over God"s heritage, will, if indulged, result in the loss
of souls. Those who really love Jesus will seek to conform
their own lives to the Pattern, and will labor in His
spirit for the salvation of others. [15MR142.02] p. 22,
Para. 4, [1878MS].

Persons are attracted by sympathy and love, and many may
thus be won to the ranks of Christ and reform; but they
cannot be forced or driven. Christian forbearance, candor,
consideration, and courtesy toward all who do not see the
truth as we do, will exert a powerful influence for good.
We must learn not to move too fast and require too much of
those who are newly converted to the truth.

[15MR143.01] p-. 22, Para. 5, [1878MS].

We profess to be the depositaries of God"s law; we claim



to have greater light and to aim at a higher standard than
any other people upon the earth; therefore we should show
greater perfection of character and more earnest devotion.
A most solemn message has been entrusted to those who have
received the light of truth. Our light should shine forth
to brighten the pathway of those who are iIn darkness. As
members of the visible church, and workers iIn the vineyard
of the Lord, all professed Christians should do their
utmost to preserve peace, harmony, and love in the church.
Mark the prayer of Christ: "That they all may be one, as
Thou, Father, art in Me, that they also may be one in us,
that the world may believe that Thou hast sent Me."
[15MR143.02] p-. 22, Para. 6, [1878MS].

The unity of the church is the convincing evidence that
God has sent Jesus into the world as i1ts Redeemer. This 1s
an argument which worldlings can neither withstand nor
controvert. Therefore Satan is constantly working to
prevent this union and harmony, that unbelievers, by
witnessing backbiting, dissension, and strife among
professed Christians, may become disgusted with religion,
and be confirmed iIn their impenitence. God is dishonored by
those who profess the truth while they are at variance and
enmity with one another. Satan iIs the great accuser of the
brethren, and all who engage iIn this work are enlisted iIn
his service. [15MR143.03] p. 23, Para. 1, [1878MS].

We profess to have more truth than other denominations,
yet if this does not lead to greater consecration, and
purer and holier lives, of what benefit i1s the truth to us?
It would be better for us never to have seen the light of
truth, than to profess to accept it, and not be sanctified
through 1t. . . . [15MR144.01] p-. 23, Para. 2, [1878MS].

The worth of a soul cannot be fully estimated by finite
minds. How gratefully will the ransomed and glorified ones
remember those who were instrumental in their salvation! No
one will then regret his self-denying efforts and
persevering labors, his patience, forbearance, and earnest
heart-yearnings for souls that might have been lost had he
neglected his duty of become weary in well doing.--
Manuscript 1, 1878, pp. 4-11, 15-18, 20-25. (Written to the
church at Ligonier, Indiana.) [15MR144.02] p-. 23, Para. 3,
[1878MS] .

(Written August 29, 1878, from Ballardvale, Massachusetts,
to "Dear Brethren in Switzerland."™) [16MR316.01] p. 23,



Para. 4, [1878MS].

For several weeks past I have felt anxious to address you
by letter, and do not dare to delay longer. Although iIn the
midst of interesting meetings, 1 feel so exercised that 1
am constrained to write you. The Lord was pleased to come
very near me while I was in Oregon. 1 had a very marked
experience. | was brought Into a sacred nearness to God. He
revealed to me many things. I was shown missionary fields,
and that the angel of mercy was flying swiftly with the
light of truth to these new fields in Europe. I was shown
that many more in Switzerland might have been brought to
believe the truth, but those who first accepted the Sabbath
have themselves been hindrances to the onward movement of
the truth among them. [16MR316.02] p. 23, Para. 5,
[1878MS] .

God has sent you two of his ministers in Brethren Bourdeau
and Andrews. These are men of marked experience and
conscientiousness. Especially is this the case with Brother
Andrews. But you have not cooperated with them as God would
have you. You had your peculiar ideas, and because our
American brethren did not meet your ideas In some
particulars, you were jealous of them, and have not
assisted them in many instances when you might have done
so. The more extensive experience of these men in the
workings of the cause of God demanded your respect and a
willingness on your part to be iInstructed by them. You are
responsible for making their work very much harder than it
would otherwise have been. Unfortunately, Elder Bourdeau
became unbalanced, which greatly injured his influence.
This has been felt by you. [16MR316.03] p. 23, Para. 6,
[1878MS] .

You have not been willing to be led. You have not
comprehended the wants of the cause iIn all its bearings.
Your views have been very limited. Many of you have been
conceited and self-righteous, and your own course has
hedged up the way for the advancement of the precious cause
of present truth. [16MR317.01] p. 24, Para. 1, [1878MS].

God put It into the hearts of the American brethren to
give of their means to spread the truth in Europe. Brother
Andrews left his aged mother, an only brother (his brother
he will not meet again until he meets him around the great
white throne), and many friends in America, to obey the
call of God and enter this new missionary field. He came to



you at quite a sacrifice. You have received him with
distrust, with doubt and jealousy. You have not taken him
into your hearts as a true servant of Jesus Christ. In this
you have grieved your Saviour. You have slighted Jesus iIn
the person of His saints. [16MR317.02] p. 24, Para. 2,
[1878MS] .

I was shown that a very much greater work might have been
done had you been humble and teachable, and had you
heartily cooperated with those who have been sent to you.
You have failed to do this ignorantly. Nevertheless, had
you stood in the light you would have recognized the voice
of Jesus in His servants whom He has sent to you. This
slight and distrust and withdrawal of sympathy have been as
though manifested toward the Master Himself. [16MR317.03]
p. 24, Para. 3, [1878MS].

Brother Ademar Vuilleumier was cherished iIn America as one
of the servants of Jesus Christ, but he has not responded
to the efforts made in his behalf. He added to the
difficulties of Brother Andrews® work by not correctly
interpreting his words. He thus made Brother A"s remarks
appear objectionable. Had Brother V possessed the true
missionary spirit, he might have made Brother A®"s work much
easier. [16MR317.04] p- 24, Para. 4, [1878MS].

There are others, whom 1 have never seen, who have not
cooperated with Brother A but have rather made the brethren
afraid of him. This is a bad work which will stand against
you in the day of God unless you repent of this great sin
and put It away. You have spiritual pride. Your ideas are
narrow, and you will always be a hindrance to the
advancement of the cause of present truth unless you assume
a different attitude. [16MR318.01] p. 24, Para. 5,
[1878MS] .

Jesus is our example in all things. His influence was
broad and extended. No teacher ever placed such signal
honor upon man as did our Lord and Master. He was known as
a "friend of publicans and sinners.” He mingled with all
classes of society that all might partake of the blessings
He came to bestow. He was found in the synagogues and in
the marketplaces. He shared the social life of His
countrymen, gladdening with His presence the households of
all who invited Him. But He never urged His way uninvited.
He was active to relieve every species of human misery that
was brought to Him in faith for relief; but He did not



bestow healing power indiscriminately where there was
manifested an Independence and selfish exclusiveness that
would give no expression to their sorrows nor ask for the
help so much needed. All who came unto Him in faith He was
ready and willing to relieve. Sorrow fled at His presence;
injustice and oppression withered beneath His rebukes; and
death and hell, the cruel spoilers of our sinful race,
humbled themselves before Him and obeyed His commands.
[16MR318.02] p. 24, Para. 6, [1878MS].

In every age of the world there have been some who
professed Christ while they were pursuing an erroneous
course of seclusion or of Pharisaical preeminence. But they
have not blessed their fellow men. They have found no
excuse in the life of Christ for this self-righteous
bigotry, for His character was genial and beneficent. He
would have been excluded from every monastic order on earth
because of overstepping their prescribed rules. In every
church and denomination are to be found erratics who would
have blamed Him for His liberal mercies. They would have
found fault with Him because He ate with publicans and
sinners. [16MR318.03] p. 25, Para. 1, [1878MS].

They would have accused Him of worldly conformity in
attending a wedding feast, and would have censured Him
severely and criticized His conduct unmercifully for
permitting His friends to make a supper In honor of Himself
and His disciples. But on these very occasions, by His
precious teachings and by His generous conduct, He was
enshrining Himself In the hearts of those whom He honored
with His presence. He was thus giving them an opportunity
to become acquainted with Himself so that they might have a
knowledge of His character, and might see the marked
contrast which His life and teachings presented to that of
the Pharisees who were spies upon His track, condemning
every move He made which was not in harmony with their
bigoted, selfish, ideas of salvation. [16MR319.01] p. 25,
Para. 2, [1878MS].

While we may maintain a firm trust in God, receiving light
and strength and power from Him, It iIs our duty to let the
light reflected upon us shine forth to others, that the
world may see this light in contrast with the darkness of
error and superstition. My dear brethren In Switzerland,
you have much to learn. There is an icy chilliness, a
reserve, like that of the Pharisees, that must be broken
down. You are not willing to become learners, but, like the



Pharisees, desire to be dictators, teachers. [16MR319.02]
p. 25, Para. 3, [1878MS].

God sent His Son to give the Pharisees a better
understanding of His claims, a more perfect knowledge of
the truth, and to show them the best manner in which to
help their fellow men. But they refused the divine
instruction. They thought Christ was too liberal. His ways
did not agree with their ways; and instead of thinking the
improvement must be made in their lives, to bring them into
harmony with the life of Christ, they wanted to convert
Christ to a unison with them. They thought His differing in
manner from them would hurt their influence and disannul
their teachings. They refused to cooperate with Christ, and
thus cast their influence against Him, working out their
own purposes, which placed them iIn irretrievable darkness.
[16MR320.01] p. 25, Para. 4, [1878MS].

Those with whom God has entrusted His truth must so order
their intercourse with the world as to secure to themselves
a calm, hallowed peace, as well as a sacred and most
thorough knowledge of how to meet men with their
prejudices, where they are, and minister to them light,
comfort, and peace found iIn the acceptance of the truth of
God. They should take for [their] example the inspiring,
authoritative, and social life of Christ. They must
cultivate the same beneficent spirit which He possessed,
and must cherish the same broad plans of action in meeting
men where they are. They should have a kind, generous
spirit toward the poor, and In a special sense feel that we
are God"s stewards. They must hold all they have as not
their own but lent them iIn trust to advance the cause of
Christ upon the earth. Like Christ, they should not shun
the society of their fellow men, but encourage it, with the
purpose of bestowing upon others the heavenly benefits God
has given them. [16MR320.02] p. 25, Para. 5, [1878MS].

Our adorable Redeemer left the royal courts of heaven
because He saw that men needed His presence upon the earth,
and that they could not come to a correct knowledge of the
truth without it. He brought divine power and infinite
knowledge to man. But "wonder O heavens, and be astonished
O earth!”™ Men refused to accept the light brought to them
from heaven by Jesus Christ, choosing their own ways, their
own defective knowledge. And when the Majesty of heaven
came to the earth as a teacher, the Jews wanted to iInstruct
Him, and were filled with envy, jealousy, and madness



because He would not accept their traditions and the manner
of their teachings. Had they received the Messenger of
heaven, what a vastly different history would now be
recorded of them! They made their own history. The hearts
of men are perverse. [16MR321.01] p. 26, Para. 1,
[1878MS] .

The life of Christ is a life well worthy of study. And the
strong, noble character of many who have followed His
example are worthy of imitation. But of many of the race of
mankind It may be said that their lives have been almost
entirely useless. They have striven to have their own way,
and carry out theilr own purposes. They have lived for self,
and died without having laid up for them a jeweled crown.
[16MR321.02] p-. 26, Para. 2, [1878MS].

How many, even in Switzerland, have stood directly in the
way of the work God sent His servants to perform! How much
greater work might have been accomplished with their
cooperation than without 1t! Those who have hindered the
work are responsible for 1t. You may inquire, How have we
hindered? By your envy, your jealousy, your distrust, your
unwillingness to take hold and move when God was saying, Go
forward; but your standing still and doing so little when
you should have been the most earnest, interested workers
with the servants whom God had sent you from America. Your
American brethren have given liberally of their means to
sustain the missionary work in Europe. God is grieved with
you for your willingness to let them do this while you
neglect to do what you might do were you consecrated to God
and not wrapped up In your own selfish ideas and plans.
[16MR321.03] p- 26, Para. 3, [1878MS].

Many of you have hindered the work of God in your own
country, as the Pharisees hindered the advancement of the
kingdom of Christ when He was in their midst. 1 saw God
looking upon you with displeasure. There might have been an
army of Sabbathkeepers In your own country, had you
received God"s messengers as you should and given them your
sympathy, your confidence, and your love. You have not
deserved their labors in your midst. You know but little of
the discouragements, sadness, and grief you have brought to
the hearts of Brethren Andrews and Bourdeau, but especially
to that of Brother Andrews, who was placed at a
disadvantage because he did not understand your language.
[16MR322.01] p-. 26, Para. 4, [1878MS].



You sent Brother Ertzenberger to us as a child of God, to
be qualified to enter the missionary fTield In Europe. We
took him in, a stranger, and spared no means to educate him
in the English language. We all tried to be his
instructors. We took no advantage of his ignorance of our
language and our customs, but we labored in our work for
God to qualify him for his work. He was humble, hopeful,
and God was with him. He returned to you, and there were
those who felt jealous that he was bringing too much of
American knowledge with him. You thought him lifted up. His
testimony was not accepted, and he became very much
discouraged. Satan finally succeeded in overcoming him with
temptations, and he was lost to the cause of God for years.
But the eye of infinite compassion was upon him; and God in
mercy let him see the fearful position he was in, and said,
"Return unto Me, and 1 will return unto thee, and heal all
thy backslidings.” And yet this dear brother should walk
carefully and tremblingly before God. Just so long as he
will cling to the arm of infinite power he will be
shielded; but if he trusts to himself, he will surely fail.
[16MR322.02] p-. 26, Para. 5, [1878MS].

Brother Ademar Vuilleumier came to us, and we tried to do
our duty to him. But when he returned to Switzerland, and
when Elder Andrews visited that country, he did not do by
Elder A as we had done by him. He did not help Elder A as
we had a right to expect he would. He created suspicion and
jealousy of Elder A. He did not give the correct
translation of his teachings, but made some of his remarks
to be regarded with disfavor because they were made
stronger than Elder A designed them to be. [16MR323.01] p-
27, Para. 1, [1878MS].

IT our brethren in Switzerland had received Elder Andrews
and cared for him as the American brethren had cared for
those who came to us from Switzerland, Elder A need not
have suffered one-twentieth part as much as he has iIn that
new field. You have failed greatly in your duty. You have
disregarded the counsel and advice he has given you because
he loved you and which I have been shown was for your
interest to follow; but refusing to do this, you have been
the losers. [16MR323.02] p. 27, Para. 2, [1878MS].

Elder Andrews is a conscientious servant of Jesus Christ,
and your neglect of him was neglect of the Master who sent
him. You might have instructed Elder A In some things,
might have aided him with your sympathy, your love and



cooperation; yet God did not send these men to be taught of
you In regard to the best manner of managing His work. You
should have been willing to be taught by Brother A, as one
having a more mature experience iIn the cause of God. But
instead of this, he was allowed, by you, to be placed in
the most unpleasant positions, a stranger in a foreign
country. You failed greatly in your efforts to make his
mission a success. You did not faithfully do all in your
power to cause him to feel as little as possible the marked
change from the habits and customs of American to European
life. God looks upon all these things. He calls upon you in
Switzerland to be as self-denying, as teachable and self-
sacrificing, to sustain the work among you as the people of
America have been to get the truth before you. [16MR323.03]
p. 27, Para. 3, [1878MS].

Calls came to us from Europe for help. We sent you the
ablest man in all our ranks; but you have not appreciated
the sacrifice we made i1n thus doing. We needed Elder
Andrews here. But we thought his great caution, his
experience, his God-fearing dignity in the desk, would be
just what you needed. We hoped you would accept his
counsel, and aid him In every way possible while he was a
stranger in a strange country. But he has had to make his
way himself, while you have stood by to question and cast
doubts in reference to his suggestions and plans, when you
were unprepared to take hold yourselves and move the car of
truth onward. [16MR324.01] p. 27, Para. 4, [1878MS].

Your means have been supplied by the American brethren;
but it Is not for your best good to let i1t remain thus.
Many of you can do much if you have a willing mind. You are
losing much by standing back and casting hindrances in the
way of God"s servants. You manifest a spirit of
independence to carry out your own way and follow your own
plans. Many of us hold back the arm of infinite power when
Jesus stands ready to help us in all our wants, because we
are desirous of being helped In our own way rather than iIn
God"s way. God chooses instruments to do His work of mercy
in the salvation of man; but infinite mercy waits for the
consent of human hearts, and the help of human hands, to
make the work wholly beneficial to them. If those
professing to be Christ"s followers will not exercise the
power and ability God has given them, the work which might
have been accomplished will remain undone. [16MR324.02] p.
27, Para. 5, [1878MS].



Jesus might have spoken the word at the grave of Lazarus,
and the stone would have rolled away. He could bid the
mountains depart and the hills remove, and they would obey
His voice. But He stands before the sepulcher as one of the
weakest of all that company, and says to His disciples,
"Take ye away the stone.' He does not propose to exhibit
His divine power unless the feeblest, the most helpless and
afflicted, shall show their iInterest and faith by their
works, and thus prepare the way. As the mighty Lifegiver is
about to perform His crowning miracle, the faith of the
afflicted ones fails them. Objections are urged, and
hindrances are presented. Their limited faith and short
vision suggest impossibilities. They dread the revolting
sight of decay which will meet their eyes. "Too late," says
unbelief. "He has been dead four days, and the body is
corrupted.” [16MR325.01] p-. 28, Para. 1, [1878MS].

The stone is not moved by feeble humanity, but still bars
the way to Christ"s work. A word from Christ could cast it
into the depths of the sea, but He waits for man, finite
man, to prepare His way. Jesus reasons with them, and again
requests them to submit their wills to His will, and let
Him help them iIn His own way. ""Take ye away the stone,™ 1s
the requirement which Christ has made, and which must be
obeyed before Christ shall work for them. [16MR325.02] p.
28, Para. 2, [1878MS].

The stone is finally rolled away. Now man has done all
that was required of him, and the way is prepared for
Christ to do His work. The Prince of life calls for the
kingdom of death to give up its captive and permit this new
subject to return to life. He commands, the dead obeys His
voice, and Lazarus awakes to full consciousness.
[16MR326.01] p. 28, Para. 3, [1878MS].

Now, again, human hands can do something. Jesus bids them
loose the bands, unwind the sheet which is wrapped about
Lazarus®™ body, and let the ransomed-from-the-grave go. This
request is quickly obeyed, and Lazarus is one among them
again, free from every taint of disease. [16MR326.02] p.-
28, Para. 4, [1878MS].

It is upon similar conditions that Jesus still performs
His mighty works for man. There i1s much for human hands and
human faith to do before those who are bound in death-like
slumber, in carnal security, shall be reached by the voice
of the Son of God, and those who hear shall live.



[16MR326.03] p. 28, Para. 5, [1878MS].

Jesus has stood in your midst in Switzerland, iIn
assemblies and congregations, ready to speak the life-
giving word and make the spiritually dead alive by His
power; but He has been hindered in this work by your
questionings and doubts. Your jealousies, your suggestions,
many of them have been prompted by a disposition to have
your own way and will. You entreated the Lord to send you
help. He heard your cry and came to your relief by sending
His servants. And He has been waiting for you to roll away
the stone of unbelief from the door of your own hearts
before He can do His work. [16MR326.04] p. 28, Para. 6,
[1878MS] .

Christ®s followers iIn Switzerland are far behind the
providence of God. If they will only have faith in His
providence and in His power to save, He will work mightily
in their behalf. In many cities, as of old, Jesus is
waiting to carry forward His work of dispelling darkness by
the light of truth. But His own professed followers stand
in the way. Their unbelief and numerous plans and projects
of their own hold back the arm of infinite power. ITf they
would humble their own proud hearts, and submit their wills
and ways to the will of God, they would see sinners
converted and the believing strengthened by a more correct
knowledge of the whole truth. [16MR326.05] p. 28, Para. 7,
[1878MS] .

It 1s not money alone, nor talent, nor learning, nor
opportunities, which the church needs so much as simple,
earnest, confiding faith. Possessing this, and working in
faith and love wherever they can find anything to do, the
followers of Christ may fulfill His great commission to
speed the gospel to all nations. Neither the arguments of
most able men who are wise in this world, the opposition of
the skeptic, the bold revilings of the scoffer, nor the
cold, carnal security of the world, will be able to stand
before the truth presented In meekness and in the power of
Christ. The toil and sacrifice of a united, consecrated
church, laboring in faith and love, will advance the truth
and have a transforming power upon the world. [16MR327.01]
p. 29, Para. 1, [1878MS].

The cause in Switzerland might be self-sustaining today if
all had moved wisely, making their temporal interest second
to that of Christ"s kingdom. He was rich, yet for our sakes



He became poor, that we through His poverty might be made
rich. He now appeals to your hearts, "What hast thou done
for Me?" "1 gave My life for thee, My precious blood 1
shed, That thou might®"st ransomed be, And quickened from
the dead. I gave, | gave My life for thee; What hast thou
done for Me?"--Letter 2a, 1878. [16MR327.02] p- 29, Para.
2, [1878MS].

(Written March 14, 1878, from Healdsburg, California, to
F. E. Belden, Ellen White"s nephew.) Since our last
conversation with you my mind has been drawn to you
instinctively. 1 have earnest hope that you will not allow
the present opportunity to slip, of making a determined
effort to recover yourself from the snare of the devil. You
are the child of my dear sister. 1 have a few thoughts I
wish to present for your consideration. [20MR70.01] p- 29,
Para. 3, [1878MS].

Be careful of your associates. ITf you had been more
circumspect in this, you would not now be where you are.
Your associates may not be expected to be free from
imperfections or sin. But in choosing your friends, you
should place your standard as high as possible. The tone of
your morals is estimated by the associates you choose. You
should avoid contracting an intimate friendship with those
whose example you would not choose to imitate. The
influence and tendency of such friendship Is to assimilate
you to their ideas and their views, and unless there is a
continual counteracting influence, all unrealized by you
their spirit and habits have become yours. [20MR70.02] p-
29, Para. 4, [1878MS].

There may be those who have naturally a good intellect and
a good, cultivated understanding, who have so misapplied
and abused these precious gifts of heaven that their
standard is low and their habits dissipated. This was the
character of one employed in the Office. I knew him only by
the name of Gus. I learn he died without repentance and
without God. How much his associates are accountable for
their influence which they might have exerted and did not,
over this sad case, must be left for the judgment to
unfold, when every man®s work will stand for just what it
i1s. There will be no glossing over of wrongs and sins.
Right will stand out, clear and prominent, as right;
fidelity and true integrity will not be called narrowness
or meanness. Lawlessness and unfaithfulness will not be
termed liberality, toleration, and benevolence. Neglect and



unfaithfulness will be neglect and unfaithfulness. God"s
estimate will be placed upon character. [20MR70.03] p- 29,
Para. 5, [1878MS].

IT your most intimate associates are persons of moral
worth, you may gain advantage in mingling in their society.
Intelligence with moral worth iIn your associates will have
no deleterious influence upon you, but will iInsensibly
invigorate your powers of mind and your morals. If you are
found In the society of those whose minds are cast in an
inferior mold, and whose opportunities of mental and moral
culture have been narrow and low, you will, in the minds of
others, lose their respect, and your mind will gradually
come to sympathize with the imbecility and barrenness with
which i1t 1s constantly brought In contact. [20MR70.04] p-
30, Para. 1, [1878MS].

Will you please send me the last two letters 1 have
written you. I will not weary you with a long letter which
you may wish I had never written, but I would say, before 1
close, in no case neglect your present opportunities and
privileges. Choose for your associates those who hold
religion and its practical influence iIn high respect. Keep
the future life constantly in view. Let not your
associations put these thoughts out of your mind. Nothing
will more effectually banish serious impressions than
intercourse with the vain, careless, and irreligious.
Whatever intellectual greatness such persons may attain, if
they treat religion with levity or even with indifference,
they should not be your chosen friends. The more engaging
their manners in other respects, the more should you dread
their influence as companions, because they would throw
around you an irreligious, godless, irreverent influence
and yet combine it with so many attractions that it is
positively dangerous to morals. If you rightly improve your
privileges, you will have reason to rejoice, at the close
of your probation, that your most intimate associates were
persons whom God loved, persons of exemplary piety. Should
you choose associates of an opposite character, there will
come a period when on your side there will be unavailing
regrets. [20MR71.01] p. 30, Para. 2, [1878MS].

Frank, 1 have been troubled by dreams on your account. 1
know that you will make decisions at once, decisions for
time and eternity. You will not be long in deciding whether
you will be the servant of Christ or the servant of Satan.
May God help you to choose rightly. The loss of a soul is



of more consequence than the loss of a world. You need
religion. Religion comprises practice as well as faith; the
regulations of the life as well as the rectification of the
heart. No man can be a correct citizen without true piety--
the strictest iIntegrity combined with the purest devotion.
[20MR71.02] p-. 30, Para. 3, [1878MS].

Sinners are continually crying, "You are narrow, SO

narrow." "Liberalism,"”™ cry the lawless; "bring not your
claims of law upon us.'™ "The religion of Christ,” says
another, "is too hard. I cannot be a Christian; it involves

too much.™ [20MR71.03] p. 30, Para. 4, [1878MS].

I present before you the great Exemplar. "Great is the
mystery of godliness™ (I Tim. 3:16). To explain the
doctrine of regeneration is impossible. Finite minds cannot
soar high enough to understand its depths, and yet it is
felt, although inexpressible and unexplainable in all its
particulars. Jesus identified His interest with suffering
humanity, and yet He is man®s judge. He was a child once,
and had a child"s experience, a child"s trials, a child"s
temptations. As really did He meet and resist the
temptations of Satan as any of the children of humanity. In
this sense alone could He be a perfect example for man. He
subjected Himself to humanity to become acquainted with all
the temptations wherewith man Is beset. He took upon Him
the infirmities and bore the sorrows of the sons of Adam.
[20MR71.04] p-. 30, Para. 5, [1878MS].

He was "made like unto His brethren” (Heb. 2:17). He felt
both joy and grief as they feel. His body was susceptible
to weariness, as yours. His mind, like yours, could be
harassed and perplexed. If you have hardships, so had He.
IT you have conflicts, so had He. If you need
encouragement, so did He. Satan could tempt Him. His
enemies could annoy Him. The ruling powers could torture
His body; the soldiers could crucify Him; and they can do
no more to us. Jesus was exposed to hardships, to conflict
and temptation, as a man. He became the Captain of our
Salvation through suffering. He could bear His burden
better than we, for He bore 1t without complaint, without
impatience, without unbelief, without repining; but this is
no evidence He felt i1t less than any of the suffering sons
of Adam. [20MR72.01] p- 31, Para. 1, [1878MS].

Jesus was sinless and had no dread of the consequences of
sin. With this exception His condition was as yours. You



have not a difficulty that did not press with equal weight
upon Him, not a sorrow that His heart has not experienced.
His feelings could be hurt with neglect, with indifference
of professed friends, as easily as yours. Is your path
thorny? Christ®s was so in a tenfold sense. Are you
distressed? So was He. How well fitted was Christ to be an
example! [20MR72.02] p-. 31, Para. 2, [1878MS].

Jesus was thirty years old before He entered His public
ministry. The period of His childhood and youth was one of
comparative obscurity, but of the highest importance. He
was in this obscurity laying the foundation of a sound
constitution and vigorous mind. He 'grew, and waxed strong
in spirit” (Luke 1:80). It is not as a man bending under
the pressure of age that Jesus is revealed to us traversing
the hills of Judea. He was in the strength of His manhood.
Jesus once stood in age just where you now stand. Your
circumstances, your cogitations at this period of your
life, Jesus has had. He cannot overlook you at this
critical period. He sees your dangers. He is acquainted
with your temptations. He invites you to follow His
example. [20MR72.03] p- 31, Para. 3, [1878MS].

The character of Christ was one of unexampled excellence,
embracing everything pure, true, lovely, and of good
report. We have no knowledge of His ever visiting a party
of pleasure or a dance hall, and yet He was the perfection
of grace and courtly bearing. Christ was no novice; He was
distinguished for the high intellectual powers He possessed
even in the morning of His life. [20MR72.04] p- 31, Para.
4, [1878MS].-

His youth was not wasted In indolence, neither was it
wasted iIn sensual pleasure, self-indulgence, or frittered
away In things of no profit. Not one of His hours from
childhood to manhood was misspent; none were
misappropriated. [20MR73.01] p. 31, Para. 5, [1878MS].

The iInspired record says of Him: "Jesus increased iIn
wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man™ (Luke
2:52). As He grew in years He grew in knowledge. He lived
temperately; His precious hours were not wasted in
dissipating pleasures. He had a truly healthy body and true
powers of mind. His physical and mental powers could be
expanded and developed as yours or any other youth®"s. The
Word of God was His study, as it should be yours.
[20MR73.02] p-. 31, Para. 6, [1878MS].



Take Jesus as your standard. Imitate His life. Fall in
love with His character. Walk as Christ walked. A new
spring will be given to your intellectual faculties, a
larger scope to your thoughts, when you bring your powers
into vigorous contact with eternal things, which are
intrinsically grand and great. [20MR73.03] p-. 32, Para. 1,
[1878MS] .

Thoughts of God and of heaven are ennobling. There iIs no
limit to the height you may reach, for it will be like
swimming in waters where there is no bottom. Vital religion
is of such a character that it will widen the scope and
stimulate the movements of the human understanding. There
i1s nothing belittling in the pure religion of Christ. The
gospel received will bow down the loftiness of human
understanding and lay the haughtiness of man low, that God
alone may be exalted. But in this it does not dwarf the
intellect and cripple the energies. It transforms the man,
renewing his heart, changing his character, and not
cramping the intellect. [20MR73.04] p. 32, Para. 2,
[1878MS] .

True religion unfolds and calls out the mental energies.
Conviction and repentance of sin, renunciation of self, and
trust in the merits of the blood of Christ cannot be
experienced without the individual being made more
thoughtful, more intellectual, than he was before. No one
will become mentally imbecile by having his attention
directed to God. Connection with God is connection with all
true wisdom. [20MR73.05] p. 32, Para. 3, [1878MS].

But 1 expect you will become weary of this long letter.
Indeed, 1 had no thought of writing this long letter when 1
commenced, but I have gone on and on as my thoughts have
pressed upon me until you see them on paper. [20MR73.06]

p. 32, Para. 4, [1878MS].

Frank, will you be a Christian now? Will you be converted
to God? Return from your backsliding, and repent before
God. You alone can break the chains of Satan that bind you.
Come fully on the Lord"s side. [20MR74.01] p-. 32, Para. 5,
[1878MS] .

I have written In great haste. After reading this letter,
return with the other two. Some ideas I wish to preserve.--
Letter 17, 1878. [20MR74.02] p. 32, Para. 6, [1878MS].



(Written June 27 and 28, 1878, from the campground at
Salem, Oregon, to James White. At this time Salem was the
largest city in the Northwest, with a population of about
6,000.) Your card came yesterday. Glad to learn that you
were as well as could be expected. I am In some respects
improving in health. The meeting opened this morning at six
o"clock. We did not get upon the ground till the ten
o"clock meeting. Elder Loughborough spoke from these words:
"What think ye, that He will not come to the feast?" John
11:56. 1 was not present. In the afternoon | addressed the
people with freedom. [21MR241.01] p. 32, Para. 7,
[1878MS] .

I have had the pleasure of meeting Brother Maxson and
wife, and Sister Wood, their daughter. Brother Maxson is a
very pleasant-appearing old man. His wife does not bear so
pleasing an appearance, but they say she is a very good-
hearted woman. This looks like a small meeting indeed,
compared with our camp meetings [in the] East. But the
people here think 1t iIs a big thing. [21MR241.02] p. 32,
Para. 8, [1878MS].

I see and feel that although Brother Van Horn is an
excellent man he lacks the qualifications for a successful
laborer. He is slow and dull. He is, I think, affected with
heart difficulty. At any rate, there should be a man to
connect with him who is energetic and thorough in financial
ability. He does not discern good opportunities and seize
them, making the most of the situation. 1 tell you there is
a serious lack. If anything is accomplished here in Oregon
in the future, some man must come here who is quick to see
and understand the wants of the cause. [21MR241.03] p. 33,
Para. 1, [1878MS].

No one has made a word of complaint of Brother Van Horn,
but | see his deficiencies. Someone must connect with him
of altogether a different organization. There Is one
universal testimony, that Brother Van Horn is a good man.
His discourses, they say, are pure and elevated; as a
speaker he cannot be excelled. But 1 see great need of
qualifications that he has not, and never will have.
[21MR241.04] p-. 33, Para. 2, [1878MS].

Brother Waggoner was highly esteemed on this coast and
should not have left. IT Brother Jones could have the right
starting in, he would make a promising young man, but here



again I fear he will not commence right and be balanced by
experienced laborers. Brother Jones i1s young and needs to
be molded. He is a conscientious young man; he feels deeply
and i1s sensitive. All these peculiarities are good, but
need to be balanced aright. There is no one here to teach
him--no one that he can look to for education or example. |
wish he could attend college this winter, and next summer |1
think he could start in with better understanding and
better courage. There is not much here to give a young man
courage unless he has a superabundance of i1t naturally.
[21MR241.05] p. 33, Para. 3, [1878MS].

Oregon is a good field, but the men who labor here must
possess not only ability but indomitable courage to meet a
godless element existing in the ministry and in society,
and to press their way through all discouragements and
moral darkness and depravity. If Brother Jones could be
instructed as some young men are being instructed at Battle
Creek, 1t would be the making of him, 1 think. [21MR242.01]
p. 33, Para. 4, [1878MS].

Everything on the ground is fitted up In nice order. It
has cost considerable labor to take a forest and prepare it
for a campground, making it attractive and beautiful, but
this has been done here. It is the admiration of all who
look upon it. The man owning the ground has promised them
the land for five years without cost to them, in
consideration of the work done to prepare it. The trees are
fir and tower up high like the redwood trees of California,
only more beautiful in foliage. Some oak and walnut are
interspersed. White pine here reminds me of Maine. The very
atmosphere is fragrant with the perfume of these evergreen
trees. [21MR242.02] p-. 33, Para. 5, [1878MS].

June 28. One day of our meeting is already in the past and
soon the first camp meeting in Oregon will be ended. Will
there be souls saved as the result of this effort? May God
work for us, is my prayer. God only can turn the hearts and
transform the affections and character. Shall we see of His
salvation here? We are hoping and praying that this may be
the case. [21MR242.03] p-. 33, Para. 6, [1878MS].

I feel the necessity of deeper piety and more earnest
faith among our people. Because there are revivalists who
labor for excitement and move the people by impulse this is
no excuse for our ministers having the theory of the truth
without the deep moving of the Spirit of God. [21MR242.04]



p. 34, Para. 1, [1878MS].

Jesus connected His disciples with Himself in His ministry
that they might be educated to carry forward the work where
He should leave i1t. They were not only to be conversant
with the Scriptures but to do the works that He had done,
in His name. They were to witness His life of daily self-
denial and self-sacrifice, His life of prayer and of doing
good that He might be the Light of the world. His followers
are to pursue the very same course. Close connection with
Jesus Christ alone will give our ministers a fitness for
the great work which must be done in warning the world and
in winning souls from deceptive errors to the truth which
involves a cross. [21MR242.05] p. 34, Para. 2, [1878MS].

There are some excellent souls here who love the truth and
whose eyes are open to see the deceptions that exist iIn the
popular ministry. The ambition with many in the ministry is
to please the people who are lovers of pleasure more than
lovers of God. The Congregationalist minister went into the
desk about six weeks since and took from his pocket a
yellow-covered novel and read several pages in regard to
the mermaids of the sea, and after extolling Victor Hugo as
a writer far ahead of our American writers, he opened his
Bible, read a few words, made a few remarks, and closed.
The people generally seemed well pleased with this effort,
but not all. This dish of pleasing fables suited the
appetite of a pleasure-loving people who see no attraction
in truth which requires practical godliness. [21MR242.06]
p. 34, Para. 3, [1878MS].

Another minister seeks to please his congregation, and
tells them [that] young people must have pleasure; 1t 1Is no
harm to go to the theater and attend parties of pleasure
and to dance, for Jesus attended a wedding feast. All this
is in keeping with the theory that you are not saved by
good works but by Christ and Christ alone. The ministers
tell the congregations they cannot keep the law; no man
ever kept it or ever can keep 1t. What a theory! The wise
and good God presents to His people a law that is to govern
their actions which i1t is impossible for them to observe!
What a character to give our heavenly Father, who so loved
man that in order to save him He did not withhold His only
Son, but gave Him up for us all! How much more, says the
inspired apostle, will He not with Him freely give us all
things? [21MR243.01] p-. 34, Para. 4, [1878MS].



It is a marvel to me that God will bear with the
perversity of the children of men so long, bearing with
their disobedience and yet suffering them to live, abusing
His mercies, bearing false witness against Him in most
wicked statements. But God®"s ways are not as our ways, and
we will not marvel at His loving forbearance and tender
pity and infinite compassion, for He has given an
unmistakable evidence that this i1s just like His character-
-slow to anger, showing mercy unto thousands of those who
love Him and keep His commandments. [21MR243.02] p. 34,
Para. 5, [1878MS].

I am thankful indeed for the sweet peace | enjoy this
morning. 1 rested well last night and feel to rest my soul
upon God this morning. He will not leave me nor forsake me.
He will be to me a very present help in time of need. I
think of you much and pray for you and then do not worry
but believe that you have good care--much better than I can
give you. [21IMR243.03] p- 34, Para. 6, [1878MS].

Souls are perishing iIn their sins on every side. My soul
is drawn out after them. 1 long to arouse them from their
stupor of death. Oh, how many have never yet been warned,
never heard the truth, while expostulations and warnings
and prayers fall upon the ears of others who pay no heed
but reject privileges and opportunities which would be for
their salvation i1f they would profit by them. They seem
ice-bound. But our own hearts must be warmed with the
divine fire. Our own Christian efforts and our Christian
example must be earnest and powerful. The obligations
resting upon us are not small. Our sense of dependence will
drive us closer to God, and our sense of duty to be
performed will summon us to effort, combined with our
earnest prayers--works, faith, and continual prayer.
[21MR243.04] p-. 35, Para. 1, [1878MS].

Power! Power! Our great cry is for power without measure!
It awaits us. We have only to draw, to take God at His
word, to act faith, to stand firmly upon the promises, to
wrestle for the endowment of the grace of God. Learning is
not essential, genius Is not necessary, eloquence may be
lacking, but the prayer of the lowly and contrite heart God
hears, and when He hears no obstacles on earth can hinder.
The power of God will make us effectual.--Letter 35, 1878.
[21MR244.01] p. 35, Para. 2, [1878MS].



SIGNS OF THE TIMES

January 3, 1878. Noah"s Time and Ours. By Mrs. E. G.
White.--The character of the people before the flood as
given by the unerring pen of inspiration is explicit. And
God said, "My Spirit shall not always strive with man for
that he also is flesh. And God saw that the wickedness of
man was great In the earth, and that every imagination of
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. And it
repented the Lord that he had made man on the earth, and it
grieved him at his heart. The earth also was corrupt before
God, and the earth was filled with violence. And God looked
upon the earth, and behold it was corrupt; for all flesh
had corrupted his way upon the earth.”™ Here the faithful
historian with an iInspired pen draws the portrait of Noah"s
day, when we are told that the heart of man was deceitful
above all things and desperately wicked. [ST 01-03-78 para.
01] p- 35, Para. 3, [1878MS].

The nature of man unrenewed by grace is not changed in our
day from what it was In Noah"s time. Christ has said a
similar state of things would be prior to his second coming
as existed before the flood. In the days of Noah men
followed the imagination of their own hearts, and the
result was unrestrained crime and wickedness. The same
state of things will exist in this age of the world. But
will not some of the learned, the honored of the world,
accept the message of warning In these last days? Will the
world as a majority perish in the general impending ruin?
How was 1t In Noah"s day? as i1t was then Christ has said it
should be. OF that vast population there was only eight
persons who believed the message of Noah and obeyed God*s
word. In the world today the majority choose the broad road
to death because the way of life is too narrow for them to
walk in with their dishonesty, avarice, pride and iniquity.
Now, as in the days of Noah, the overwhelming majority are
opposed to the saving truth and are fascinated with lying
fables. [ST 01-03-78 para. 02] p. 35, Para. 4, [1878MS].

Many now are convicted, and God"s Spirit is striving with
them, but they will not heed the invitations of mercy. Men
who make high profession of wisdom and of godliness
transgress the law of God without compunctions of
conscience. One marked feature of Noah"s day was the
intense worldliness of the iInhabitants. They were eating
and drinking, planting and building, marrying and giving in
marriage, not that these things were of themselves sins,



but they were, although lawful in themselves, carried to a
high degree of intemperance. The appetite was indulged at
the expense of health and reason. This constant indulgence
of their sinful desires corrupted them and defiled the
earth under them. The same evils iIntensified exist iIn our
world today. Men are blind to reason and the result of
indulging perverted appetite. The world is the god of nine-
tenths of professed Christians. The indulgence of appetite
is carried to the greatest excess. Tobacco, wine, liquor
and opium are added to the list of a feverish stimulating
diet. [ST 01-03-78 para. 03] p. 35, Para. 5, [1878MS].

Professed followers of Christ are today eating and
drinking with the drunken while their names stand in
honored church records. The gratification of perverted
appetite leads directly to the indulgence of unholy
passions. Many feel under no moral obligation to curb the
appetite or the base passions. They are slaves to perverted
appetite. They are not living for the future life. They are
rushing on as did the inhabitants of the world in Noah"s
day, living for this present existing world regardless that
their deeds of the present every day life casts its shadow
forward in the future, and the retribution will be in
accordance with their works. They are as disobedient today
in reference to God*"s laws as they were In Noah"s time.
While in the world they will not keep separate from its
pollutions but will be of the world, notwithstanding God
has expressly forbidden this union with the world. [ST 01-
03-78 para. 04] p. 36, Para. 1, [1878MS].

As in Noah"s day, philosophers and men of science see
nature®s laws but cannot carry their wisdom higher and see
beyond these laws nature®s Lawgiver. Wise worldly men seek
to practically reason out or theorize in regard to nature
without taking the God of nature iInto the account. Many
will resist God"s warnings and array themselves against his
law because their sinful life cannot harmonize with the
pure principles of God"s moral government. They consider it
too hard work to reform their lives, therefore they
endeavor to make the law of God meet their low standard of
morals. It was God"s purpose In sending Noah to warn the
world that the people should see their sins and awaken to a
sense of their crimes and great wickedness and be alarmed
and fear and repent that God might pardon and save them.
[ST 01-03-78 para. 05] p. 36, Para. 2, [1878MS].

As the time of Christ®"s second appearing draws near, the



Lord sends his servants with a warning message to the world
to prepare for that great event. As the world have been
living In transgression of the law of God, in mercy he
sends a message of warning to arouse their attention and
hold before them the law of God as a mirror into which they
can look and discover the defects iIn their moral character.
IT they will at once make earnest efforts to remedy these
defects, by repentance toward God and faith toward our Lord
Jesus Christ, they will be pardoned through the merits of
his blood, for this is the only hope of the transgressor of
the law of God. But as in the days of Noah, there is with
the majority a total disbelief of the testimony God has iIn
mercy sent to warn the world of her coming destruction. [ST
01-03-78 para. 06] p. 36, Para. 3, [1878MS].

When Noah proclaimed the solemn message, yet an hundred
and twenty years the judgments of God in a flood of water
should destroy the world and its inhabitants, men would not
receive i1t, so It i1s at the present time. Those who warn
the transgressors of law to repent and turn to their
allegiance for the Lawgiver is coming to punish the
disobedient, will plead and entreat and warn the majority
in vain. Peter describes the attitude of the world iIn
reference to the last message: "There shall come in the
last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts and
saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for since the
fathers fell asleep all things continue as they were from
the beginning of the creation. For this they willingly are
ignorant of, that by the word of God the heavens were of
old, and the earth standing out of the water and in the
water; whereby the world that then was, being overflowed
with water, perished; but the heavens and the earth, which
are now, by the same word are kept In store, reserved unto
fire against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly
men. But beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that
one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a
thousand years as one day. The Lord is not slack concerning
his promise, as some men count slackness; but is
longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should
perish, but that all should come to repentance. But the day
of the Lord will come as a thief iIn the night; in the which
the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the
elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and
the works that are therein shall be burned up.™ [ST 01-03-
78 para. 07] p-. 36, Para. 4, [1878MS].

The men of Noah"s time, iIn their philosophy and worldly



wisdom, thought God could not destroy the world with a
flood, for the waters of the ocean could not be sufficient
for this. But God made the philosophy and science of men
foolishness when the time had fully come to execute his
word. The i1nspired pen describes the earth as standing out
of the water and in the water. God had his weapons
concealed i1n the bowels of the earth to compass her
destruction. And when the great men and the wise men had
reasoned before the world of the impossibility of its
destruction by water, and the fears of the people were
quieted, and all regarded Noah"s prophecy as the veriest
delusion, and looked upon Noah as a crazy fanatic, God"s
time had come. He hid Noah and his family in the ark, and
the rain began to descend, slowly at first; the jeers and
scoffings did not cease for a time, but soon the waters
from heaven united with the waters of the great deep; the
waters under the earth burst through the earth"s surface,
and the windows of heaven were opened, and man with all his
philosophy and so-called science, finds that he had not
been able in his worldly wisdom to comprehend God. He found
too late that his wisdom was foolishness; that the Lawgiver
iIs greater than the laws of nature. The hand of omnipotence
is at no loss for ways and means to accomplish his
purposes. He could reach into the bowels of the earth and
call forth his weapons, waters there concealed, to aid in
the destruction of the corrupt inhabitants of the old
world. But let us all bear in mind that those who perished
in that awful judgment had an offer of escape. [ST 01-03-78
para. 08] p. 37, Para. 1, [1878MS].

The faithful Noah had spoken to them the words of God,
assuring them if they would repent of their sins and
believe the testimony of warning they might find a shelter
in the ark and be saved from the destructive storm that was
soon coming. As it was in the days of Noah so shall i1t be
also in the days of the Son of man. Water will never
destroy the earth again, but the weapons of God are
concealed 1In the bowels of the earth which he will draw
forth to unite with the fire from heaven to accomplish his
purpose in the destruction of all those who would not
receive the message of warning and purify their souls iIn
obeying the truth and being obedient to the laws of God.
The voice of warning is now being heard inviting the people
to escape and find refuge, not in the ark but in Jesus
Christ. How will the warning be treated? Christ tells us
just as i1t was received iIn the days of Noah. Thousands will
deride the message of mercy and salvation, and turn aside,



one to his merchandise, another to his farm, and give
little or no attention to these things. They will be
occupied with eating, drinking, and dressing, planting and
building as in the days of Noah, as though no sound of
alarm had ever saluted their ears. [ST 01-03-78 para. 09]
p. 37, Para. 2, [1878MS].

The same reasoning will be heard today from worldly-wise
men, from the unfaithful watchmen in the pulpits, "My Lord
delayeth his coming, all things remain as they were from
the beginning. You have no need to be alarmed, there is to
be a thousand years of temporal millennium before Christ
will come. All the world will be converted. Peace, peace;
you should pay no regard to these fanatics, who are only
alarmists.”™ The world generally will despise prophecy and
abuse those who speak to them the words of God, rebuking
their sins and calling them to repentance. Paul writes:
"This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall
come. For men shall be lovers of their own selves,
covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to
parents, unthankful, unholy, without natural affection,
truce breakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce,
despisers of those that are good, traitors, heady, high-
minded, lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God; having
a form of godliness but denying the power thereof. What a
picture is here drawn by the apostle in regard to the days,
just prior to the coming of the Son of man.' The millennial
glory that is predicted by the false shepherds of today
does not harmonize with the words of the inspired apostle.
The question is asked, When the Son of man cometh shall he
find faith on the earth? [ST 01-03-78 para. 10] p. 37,
Para. 3, [1878MS].

The deceived shepherds, deceiving their flocks in their
turn, are the ones whose voices are heard prophesying the
conversion of the world crying peace, and safety. The
inspired apostle assures us we may look for wickedness to
be continually increasing as the end approaches. The
description given by Timothy of the sins to be found among
those who have a form of godliness is sufficient to place
the students of the Bible on their guard that they be not
deceived in regard to the true state of things in our world
by the siren songs of the sleepy shepherds crying peace and
safety when destruction iIs just ready to burst upon the
world. While Satan is working to quiet the fears and
consciences of men, he is making his last master stroke to
retain his power over a world which he sees is about to



pass from his grasp--He has come down in great power
working with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them
that perish. His lying wonders will deceive many. [ST 01-
03-78 para. 11] p. 38, Para. 1, [1878MS].

Philosophers and men of science will endeavor by their
reasoning to show that the world cannot be destroyed by
fire. They will plead that it 1s i1nconsistent with the laws
of nature. But the God of nature, the maker and controller
of nature, can use the works of his own hands to serve his
purpose. Those who would be loyal to the God of heaven will
not allow that interpretation of prophecy which will do
away the force of the lesson God designed the prophecy
should convey. As the contemporaries of Noah laughed to
scorn that which they termed fear and superstition in the
preacher of righteousness, so will the solemn messages of
warning be ridiculed in our day. By Mrs. E. G. White. [ST
01-03-78 para. 12] p- 38, Para. 2, [1878MS].

January 17, 1878. Christ"s Promises to the Disciples. By
Mrs. E. G. White.--The hearts of the disciples were
troubled at the words of their Master who had said that all
his faithful followers would be offended because of him
that same night. In their affection and care for their
Saviour i1t seemed to them a hard saying. Peter especially
was grieved that Jesus should not accept his assurance of
fidelity under all circumstances. But the Saviour knew the
test that awaited his little flock, so soon to be left
without a shepherd. He knew the agony that awaited him iIn
the garden, that on the morrow he was to pass through the
mockeries of a trial in the judgment hall, to be followed
by his crucifixion. He knew that no sleep would refresh his
weary frame until he closed his eyes iIn death. [ST 01-17-78
para. 01] p. 38, Para. 3, [1878MS].

But his loving heart was drawn out in sympathy for his
disciples who were to endure a fearful trial in his
betrayal and death upon the cross. The grief of the Son of
God was not for himself but that his disciples were to be
left without his presence to comfort and strengthen them.
It had been impossible for them to comprehend the terrible
scenes they were now entering upon, and their very
ignorance of what was before them, notwithstanding his
statements i1n regard to the future, moved the Saviour®s
compassionate heart. He read the peculiar character of each
disciple, knowing who were in greatest danger of being
overcome by temptation. But this knowledge did not bring



one word of harshness or rebuke from his lips; their very
weakness bound his companions to his heart in bonds of
sympathy and love. His great anxiety was to shield his
followers from suffering and from the abandonment of
unbeli1ef. He addressed them In these words:-- [ST 01-17-78
para. 02] p. 38, Para. 4, [1878MS].

"Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe in God,
believe also in me. In my Father®s house are many mansions;
ifT 1t were not so, 1 would have told you. I go to prepare a
place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, 1
will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where 1
am, there ye may be also. And whither 1 go ye know, and the
way ye know."™ Doubting, questioning Thomas feels called
upon to express his discouragement and unbelief: "Lord, we
know not whither thou goest; and how can we know the way?"
Jesus mildly and patiently instructed his doubting
disciples iIn the way of life:-—- [ST 01-17-78 para. 03] p.-
38, Para. 5, [1878MS].

"1 am the way, the truth, and the life; no man cometh unto
the Father, but by me. If ye had known me, ye should have
known my Father also; and from henceforth ye know him, and
have seen him." Jesus would have him understand that the
Father had been revealed in the Son--in his teachings that
reflected the wisdom of Heaven, and in his works that
showed the power of Omnipotence. [ST 01-17-78 para. 04] p-
39, Para. 1, [1878MS].

Philip perceiving but dimly the meaning of his Lord said
to him, "Lord, show us the Father and it sufficeth us."
Philip, and also the other disciples were filled with
apprehension and doubt, and they desired that Jesus should
give them a last convincing proof of his divinity by
showing them the Father. Christ appeared in the disguise of
humanity as a servant. But those who were partakers of his
divine nature had eyes to perceive his divinity, the glory
of which had upon special occasions, flashed through his
human disguise, revealing indeed the Father. Sad indeed was
it that one of his disciples who had been his companion,
and witnessed his mighty works, had so failed to discern
the character of his Saviour as to ask him for another
sign. Jesus looked upon him with mild reproach:-- [ST 01-
17-78 para. 05] p. 39, Para. 2, [1878MS].

"Have 1 been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not
known me, Philip? he that hath seen me hath seen the



Father; and how sayest thou then, Show us the Father?
Believest thou not that 1 am in the Father, and the Father
in me? the words that I speak unto you | speak not of
myself but the Father that dwelleth In me, he doeth the
works. Believe me that 1 am in the Father, and the Father
in me or else believe me for the very work"s sake. Verily,
verily, 1 say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works
that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these
shall he do; because I go unto my Father. And whatsoever ye
shall ask In my name, that will 1 do, that the Father may
be glorified in the Son. If ye shall ask anything in my
name, 1 will do it."” [ST 01-17-78 para. 06] p. 39, Para.
3, [1878MS].

All that men were able to witness of God had been revealed
to them In Christ, and had their spiritual perception been
what i1t should have been they would have discerned In him
the Father. Jesus, now about to remove his powerful
presence from his disciples, promised that they should do
greater works even than he had done. He was soon to stand
by his Father®s side as the Advocate of men, to plead in
their behalf, and he promised to do whatsoever they should
ask In his name, that the Father might be glorified in the
Son. "It ye shall ask anything in my name, I will do it."
Precious promise to the needy and sorrowful. When the
Spirit was afterward poured out upon the disciples
wonderful results followed through the gifts which Christ
had just promised them. He continued: "If ye love me, keep
my commandments. And I will pray the Father, and he shall
give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you
forever; even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot
receive, because i1t seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but
ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.
I will not leave you comfortless: 1 will come to you. Yet a
little while, and the world seeth me no more; but ye see
me. Because 1 live, ye shall live also. At that day ye
shall know that 1 am in my Father, and ye in me, and 1 1in
you." [ST 01-17-78 para. 07] p. 39, Para. 4, [1878MS].

Jesus had been the teacher and counselor of his disciples,
their pitying friend. Now, when about to leave them, he
assured them that he would in no case forsake them, but
would be clothed with power, and would become their Friend
and Advocate iIn the presence of the Father, to present any
petition they might offer in the name of his Son. He
promised them a comforter when his personal presence was
taken from them. The disciples did not comprehend at the



time, the full meaning of their Master®s words; but
afterward, iIn their religious experience, they cherished
the precious promise and presented their petitions to the
Father In the name of Jesus. [ST 01-17-78 para. 08] p-. 39,
Para. 5, [1878MS].

That promise given by Jesus to his disciples was for the
benefit of all who should comply with the conditions of
Christ to the end of time. God is omnipotent, and man may
be strong to accomplish his purpose while he has the
promise of divine help iIn every emergency. God"s power is
hidden from the unbelieving; his ways and purposes are not
understood by them. "The world knoweth him not." But mighty
victories are gained through the prayers of the obedient
children of God, presented iIn the name of Jesus. The secret
of the success of the people of God i1s connection with him
in prayer, and humble obedience of his requirements. Jesus
urged upon his disciples the necessity of obeying the
commandments he had given them if they would abide iIn his
love. The comfort promised to his followers was on this
condition. [ST 01-17-78 para. 09] p. 40, Para. 1,
[1878MS] .

God"s blessing was never withheld from his obedient
people. The wrath of God was brought upon the Jews by their
disobedience of his law. Many persons contrast the freedom
found In Christ with what they regard as the severe
requirements of the law of God. Their words and example say
to the world, Christ is so lenient and forgiving that we
need not be particular to keep to the strict letter of the
law. They slide away from their allegiance in a loose
reckless manner, doing the works of Satan, while professing
to love the Lord. Yet Jesus positively declared in his last
conversation with his disciples, that those who love him
will keep his commandments. In the Old Testament entire
obedience is required in order to secure blessings, and
entire obedience i1s also required in the New Testament as
the conditions of receiving the approval of God. Obedience
of the divine requirements is the demonstration of our
faith, and the test of our love and discipleship.
Professing theories, and observing forms will not answer
the requirements of God. The vital principle of love is
kept active through obedience. "Except your righteousness
exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye
shall In no case enter into the kingdom of heaven.™ [ST 01-
17-78 para. 10] p. 40, Para. 2, [1878MS].



All through his ministry Jesus impressed upon his
followers the necessity of obeying the law, and his own
life was a demonstration of its principles, and now, as his
time of agony and trial approaches, his mind, instead of
dwelling upon himself, turns to his disciples, and he seeks
to impress upon them the lesson of obedience. The Savior
when about to leave his disciples promises to manifest
himself to those who love him and keep his commandments:
"He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is
that loveth me; and he that loveth me shall be loved of my
Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to
him." [ST 01-17-78 para. 11] p. 40, Para. 3, [1878MS].

"Judas saith unto him, not Iscariot, Lord, how is it that
thou wilt manifest thyself unto us, and not unto the
world?" [ST 01-17-78 para. 12] p. 40, Para. 4, [1878MS].

The Savior patiently explains his former words: "If a man
love me, he will keep my words, and my Father will love
him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with
him." Here i1s the mystery of godliness: Christ revealed by
his Spirit to those who love him. When he should pass from
the world he would be unknown by those who love the world
and obey not the requirements of God. But the highest form
of truth was presented to the disciples in the fact that
the Savior would be discovered by those who love and walk
in the light, while he 1s hidden from those who do not
accept the light. Every step in the life of faith and
consecration is additional knowledge of the world"s
Redeemer. Though no longer personally with his disciples,
Jesus takes the hand of the faithful and becomes their
Guide through all the dangers and trials of life"s journey.
Jesus continued:-- [ST 01-17-78 para. 13] p. 40, Para. 5,
[1878MS] .

"But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the
Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things,
and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever | have
said unto you. Peace 1 leave with you, my peace | give unto
you; not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your
heart be troubled, neither let i1t be afraid. Ye have heard

how 1 said unto you, I go away, and come again unto you. If
ye loved me, ye would rejoice, because 1 said, 1 go unto
the Father; for my Father i1s greater than 1. And now 1 have

told you before it come to pass, that, when it is come to
pass, ye might believe.” The Savior encouraged his
disciples with the assurance that when he was no longer



with them his Spirit would refresh their memories, so that
the words which he had spoken to them would be imprinted on
their hearts, to be afterward given to all nations, tongues
and kindred on earth. The Savior settled his peace upon his
disciples as a legacy, and exhorted them not to be
overwhelmed with anguish, for they should enjoy that peace
which 1s a mystery to the world. [ST 01-17-78 para. 14] p.-
41, Para. 1, [1878MS].

He led their minds from the great loss they would soon
sustain, to the advantages they would gain by his leaving
them. He told them that the Father was greater than
himself, that he would stand by the Father®s side as the
friend of his followers, to speak in their behalf. He is
acquainted with human nature and the tendencies of the
human heart, and promises to unite his petition with
theirs, that the comforter, the spirit of truth might abide
with them and shine forth in their lives and works, winning
many to Christ. This promise has been the comfort and stay
of millions who have since followed Jesus in humble
obedience. [ST 01-17-78 para. 15] p. 41, Para. 2,
[1878MS] .

Through the strength of Jesus men may be made strong;
through his love they may become lovely in character. He
would have his followers understand that they cannot go to
the people of the world for sympathy and comfort in their
religious difficulties and trials; because the spirit of
the truth i1s not discerned by them. [ST 01-17-78 para. 16]
p. 41, Para. 3, [1878MS].

Our Savior had one more work to do in evidence of his own
complete obedience to the Father. It was to die for the
world. Said he: "Hereafter I will not talk much with you;
for the prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing iIn
me. But that the world may know that I love the Father; and
as the Father gave me commandment, even so | do. Arise, let
us go hence." His hour was fast approaching; and he with
his disciples passed on his way to Gethsemane. Many times
had he traveled these paths on messages of love and mercy;
and he had lately passed that way in triumph hailed by the
glad acclamations of thousands as Him that cometh iIn the
name of the Lord. By Mrs. E. G. White. [ST 01-17-78 para.
17] p- 41, Para. 4, [1878MS].

January 24, 1878. Last Talk with the Disciples. By Mrs. E.
G. White.--Mount Olivet had been our Saviour®s favorite



resort for retirement and prayer after his day"s work of
teaching was done. At the foot of the mount was the garden
named Gethsemane, and to this he now made his way. It was
night, but the moon was shining brightly and revealed to
Jesus a flourishing grapevine. He uses this as a symbol of
his union with his followers:-- [ST 01-24-78 para. 01] p-
41, Para. 5, [1878MS].

"1 am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman.
Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away;
and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it
may bring forth more fruit. Now ye are clean through the
word which I have spoken unto you."™ As the Father had life
in himself so had the Son. The branches of a vine detached
from i1ts parent stalk, withers and dies, is lifeless and
fruitless. "Every branch in me that beareth not fruit, he
taketh away.™ The Jewish nation was a fruitless branch, and
was therefore to be separated from the living vine, which
was Christ Jesus, and the Gentiles were to be engrafted
upon the stalk to become a living branch, partaker of the
life that nourished the true vine. The branch was to be
pruned and purged that it might be more fruitful. [ST 01-
24-78 para. 02] p-. 41, Para. 6, [1878MS].

Jesus in view of his removal from his disciples is filled
with anguish; yet he knows that this separation will cause
them to be more firmly connected with the living vine, and
yield a rich harvest of fruit. He exhorts them: "Abide in
me, and I In you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of
itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except
ye abide in me. I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that
abideth 1n me, and I In him, the same bringeth forth much
fruit; for without me ye can do nothing. If a man abide not
in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and
men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are
burned. If ye abide In me, and my words abide in you, ye
shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you.
Herein i1s my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so
shall ye be my disciples. As the Father hath loved me, so
have I loved you; continue ye in my love."” When the sinner
has repented of his sins, and is united to Christ, as the
branch is engrafted on the vine, a deep and earnest love
pervades his being which death cannot quench. The nature of
the man 1s changed and he i1s a partaker of the divine
nature. He loves the things which Christ loves, and hates
that which He hates. His desires are in harmony with the
will of God. He treasures up the words of Christ, and they



abide in him. The lifegiving principle of the Saviour 1is
communicated to the Christian. Just so the little rod,
leafless, and apparently lifeless is engrafted into the
living vine, and fiber by fiber, vein by vein, drinks life
and strength from i1t till 1t becomes a flourishing branch
of the parent stalk. [ST 01-24-78 para. 03] p. 42, Para.
1, [1878MS].

The condition of this union is plainly specified: "ITf ye
keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as |
have kept my Father®s commandments, and abide in his love."
The commandments of the Father are the commandments of the
Son. In this union with Christ, finite man, dependent and
worthless, is exalted by a connection with the Infinite,
even as the engrafted branch draws nourishment from the
vine which results in the production of fruit. The follower
of Christ derives from him wisdom, strength and
righteousness. Without Christ he cannot be reconciled to
God, whose law he has transgressed. Without Christ he 1is
unable to subdue a single sin or overcome the smallest
temptation. The soul united to Christ as the branch to the
vine is accepted of God through the merits of his Son, and
becomes an object of the Father®"s special care. Christ
says, "'l am the true vine, my Father is the husbandman.'
Man, by his union to the Infinite One through Jesus Christ,
will be fruitful of good works. "If ye abide in me, and my
words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will and it shall
be done unto you.' Jesus continues:-- [ST 01-24-78 para.
04] p- 42, Para. 2, [1878MS].

"These things have 1 spoken unto you, that my joy might
remain in you, and that your joy might be full. This is my
commandment, That ye love one another, as 1 have loved you.
Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his
life for his friends. Ye are my friends, if ye do
whatsoever | command you. Henceforth 1 call you not
servants; for the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth;
but 1 have called you friends; for all things that 1 have
heard of my Father 1 have made known unto you.' The joy of
the Christian is not found in transgression of the law of
God, but in obedience of all i1ts precepts. None are iIn
slavery and bondage to the law but those who transgress it.
Obedience produces love to God and man--the two great
principles of the law of God. This obedience and this love
brings fullness of joy to the disciples of Jesus. He still
impresses upon them the importance of carrying forward the
work which he has begun, and bearing fruit to the glory of



God. [ST 01-24-78 para. 05] p. 42, Para. 3, [18738MS].

"Ye have not chosen me, but 1 have chosen you, and
ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and
that your fruit should remain; that whatsoever ye shall ask
of the Father in my name, he may give it you. These things
I command you that ye love one another. ITf the world hate
you, ye know that i1t hated me before i1t hated you. If ye
were of the world, the world would love his own; but
because ye are not of the world, but 1 have chosen you out
of the world, therefore the world hateth you.'™ The Saviour
instructed his disciples not to expect the commendation of
the world. The world hated the Majesty of Heaven before it
hated his followers. Those who are of the same spirit with
the world enjoy its smiles and approbation; but the humble
disciples of Christ will suffer opposition. But this
opposition met by the Christian will be of the highest
value to him i1f 1t drives him to Jesus for sympathy and
comfort. Such opposition will develop staunch elements of
character and virtues that shine brightest in adversity.
Faith, patience and Heavenly-mindedness, with confidence in
God are the perfect fruit that blossoms and matures in the
shadow of adversity. [ST 01-24-78 para. 06] p. 43, Para.
1, [1878MS].

Christ the Master was hated and persecuted, and his
followers should expect no better portion in this life. In
these days the churches that profess the name of Jesus, yet
are built up with lifeless forms, and full of popular sins
and error, escape the condemnation of the world. But a
people that unite to condemn sin, repress iniquity, cherish
the truth of Christ and obey the commandments of God must
endure the rebuffs and persecutions of the world. [ST 01-
24-78 para. 07] p- 43, Para. 2, [1878MS].

"Remember the word that 1 said unto you, the servant is
not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted me, they
will also persecute you; i1f they have kept my saying, they
will keep yours also. But all these things will they do
unto you for my name"s sake, because they know not him that
sent me." The Saviour instructed his disciples to look for
the opposition of the world. He declared that they should
be brought before kings and rulers for his name"s sake; and
whosoever might destroy the lives of the disciples would be
so far deceived by the adversary as to think they were
doing God service. Every indignity and cruelty which the
ingenuity of man and the zeal of Satan could devise would



be visited upon the followers of Christ. But, in all these
trials, they were to remember that their Master and Guide
had endured like reproach and contumely, and were to press
on in his footsteps, keeping the prize of eternal life iIn
view, and striving to win more souls to Christ. [ST 01-24-
78 para. 08] p. 43, Para. 3, [1878MS].

Jesus wished to impress upon his disciples the importance
of their position, as those who had accompanied him in his
travels, beholding his wonderful works and hearing his
words of wisdom. Said he to them: "And ye also shall bear
witness, because ye have been with me from the beginning.™
These faithful witnesses of Christ were to execute their
mission with a wisdom and energy equal to the importance of
the truth to which they were to testify. The history of
those men and the evidence which they were to record were
to be the study of men through all ages. Tremendous results
were to be realized from the words of Jesus to his few
humble disciples. [ST 01-24-78 para. 09] p. 43, Para. 4,
[1878MS] .

They were the chosen repositories of the truth of God.
They were witnesses of the Father®s acknowledgment of Jesus
as the Son of God. At the baptism of Christ they had heard
the voice of the Father proclaiming: "This is my beloved
Son in whom I am well pleased.”™ On the mount of
transftiguration they had beheld the excellent glory
clothing the Saviour with the brightness of the sun. They
had seen the Heavenly messengers conversing with the
Saviour, and heard again the voice of God declare: "This 1is
my beloved Son, hear him." In the temple, only a few hours
before, they had again heard the Father exalt and glorify
his Son. That which these favored disciples had seen and
felt and heard in regard to the Redeemer they were
commissioned to testify for the benefit of humanity through
all time. And, by living faith, men must lay hold of Christ
through the evidence of these chosen witnesses of his
divinity, and power unto salvation. [ST 01-24-78 para. 10]
p. 43, Para. 5, [1878MS].

Jesus carefully opened before his disciples the events
which would transpire after his death, forewarning them
that when persecution should overtake them they might not
become discouraged and apostatize from their faith to avert
suffering and dishonor. Said he: "I have many things to say
to you, but ye cannot bear them now.' What tenderness and
sympathy these words express! He forbore to crowd their



minds with truths that were difficult for them to
comprehend. He led them gently on to understand the great
subjects with which he wished to entrust them, and which
they were to deliver to the world. [ST 01-24-78 para. 11]
p. 44, Para. 1, [1878MS].

Jesus also refrained from wounding their feelings as much
as possible. He could have, in a more definite manner,
informed them concerning the Jewish service--that
sacrificial offerings were no longer accepted by God, and
that the light of God"s presence no longer blessed the
temple. But they were not yet strong enough to hear these
things. A fearful test awaited them in the crucifixion of
their Lord; and Jesus gently prepared their minds for this
event, and for his absence from them. After his
resurrection he would more clearly reveal to them his
mission to the world and his approaching ascension to his
Father. They would then be better able to understand and
appreciate these great and solemn facts. [ST 01-24-78 para.
12] p. 44, Para. 2, [1878MS].

Jesus plainly stated to the disciples that he had left the
presence of his Father to come unto the world; that he was
about to leave the world and return to the presence of his
Father. The disciples thereupon expressed their faith that
Jesus had indeed come from God. The Saviour then assured
them that the time was approaching when they would be
scattered each one seeking his own safety, and their Master
would be left alone; yet not alone, for his Father would
not forsake his Son. Jesus warned his followers of the
future that they might be In some measure prepared for the
events that awaited them. He encouraged them to look to him
and trust in him when the opposition of the world like a
dark storm met them in the accomplishment of their mission.
He fortified their minds with hope, and reliance in his
example: Be of good cheer I have overcome the world. [ST
01-24-78 para. 13] p-. 44, Para. 3, [1878MS].

This should be the Christian®s consolation. Christ, as
man®s representative, has overcome the world, the flesh and
the devil. So by the Saviour®s help may the children of men
overcome all the powers of evil. Jesus was about to be
separated from his little band of followers. He had but a
little time 1In which to comfort and instruct them, and his
farewell counsel was rich in sympathy and truth. Exceeding
precious to his disciples were these last moments passed in
the presence of their beloved Master. Like a consecrated



high priest, Jesus now poured forth the burden of his soul
to his Father in such a petition for his church as the
angels had never before heard. This prayer was deep and
full, broad as the earth, and reaching highest heaven. He
presented his humanity before the throne of God. With his
human arm he encircled the children of Adam in a firm
embrace, and with his strong divine arm he grasped the
throne of the Infinite, that he might unite earth to
heaven, and finite man with the Infinite God. By Mrs. E. G.
White. [ST 01-24-78 para. 14] p. 44, Para. 4, [1878MS].

January 31, 1878. The Duty of Christians. By Mrs. E. G.
White.--[A sermon preached in Battle Creek, Mich., June 19,
1877, and phonographically reported.] [ST 01-31-78 para.
01] p- 44, Para. 5, [1878MS].

"Come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the
Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and 1 will receive
you, and will be a father unto you, and ye shall be my sons
and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.” [ST 01-31-78 para.
02] p- 45, Para. 1, [1878MS].

Here is a promise to us on condition of obedience. If we
will come out from the world, and be separate, and touch
not the unclean he will receive us. Here are the conditions
of our acceptance with God. We have something to do
ourselves. Here is a work for us. We are to show our
separation from the world. The friendship of the world is
enmity with God. It is impossible for us to be friends of
the world and yet be iIn union with Christ. But what does
this mean: to be friends of the world? It is to unite hands
with them, to enjoy what they enjoy, to love that which
they love, to seek for pleasure, to seek for gratification,
to follow our own inclinations. We do not in following
inclination have our affections upon God; we are loving and
serving ourselves. But here is a grand promise: "Come out
from among them and be ye separate." Separate from what?
The inclinations of the world, their tastes, their habits;
the fashions, the pride, and the customs of the world.
"Come out from among them, and be ye separate, and touch
not the unclean, and 1 will receive you.” In making this
move, In showing that we are not in harmony with the world,
the promise of God i1s ours. He does not say perhaps I will
receive you; but, "I will receive you.” It iIs a positive
promise. You have a surety that you will be accepted of
God. Then iIn separating from the world you connect yourself
with God; you become a member of the royal family; you



become sons and daughters of the Lord Almighty; you are
children of the heavenly King; adopted into his family, and
have a hold from above; united with the infinite God whose
arm moves the world. What an exalted privilege is this to
be thus favored, thus honored of God; to be called sons and
daughters of the Lord Almighty. It is incomprehensible; but
still with all these promises and encouragements there are
many who question and hesitate. They are In an undecided
position. They seem to think that if they were to become
Christians, there would be a mountain of responsibilities
to be borne in religious duties and Christian obligations.
There is a mountain of responsibility, a lifetime of
watchfulness, of battling with their own inclinations, with
their own wills, with their own desires, with their own
pleasures; and as they look at i1t, it seems like an
impossibility for them to take the step, to decide that
they will be children of God, servants of the Most High.
[ST 01-31-78 para. 03] p. 45, Para. 2, [1878MS].

By this 1 am reminded of an incident 1 once read, of an
aged gentleman who had been broken down by hard labor yet
was seeking some employment by which he could obtain means.
A nobleman who had a hundred cords of wood to cut, was
informed of the wish of the old gentleman. He told him that
iT he would cut the wood he should have one hundred dollars
for the job. But the old gentleman replied, No, he could
never do that. It was impossible. He was an old man, and
not able to undertake such a job. "Well,"™ said the
nobleman, "we will make a different bargain. Can you cut
one cord today? if so, I will give one dollar.”™ The bargain
was made, and the cord of wood was cut that day. "Now,"
said the nobleman, "you may cut another cord tomorrow;" and
another cord was cut the next day; and thus the whole job
was accomplished. In one hundred days the work was
completed, and the laborer was in just as good health as
when he commenced the work. He could take it cord by cord,
but when presented to him in one large job the
accomplishment of i1t seemed impossible. [ST 01-31-78 para.
04] p- 45, Para. 3, [1878MS].

This well represents the cases of many who are undecided.
They have a desire to be Christians, yet the
responsibilities of a Christian life seem so great to them
that they fear they will make a failure, are almost certain
they can never reach the mark iIf they make the attempt. But
when 1t is taken into consideration that it is not for them
to see the end of the Christian®s journey; it is not for



them to comprehend and accomplish it at once. Only one day
at a time with 1ts burdens and responsibilities is
presented to us. Yes, dear friends, dear youth, tomorrow is
not yours. It is the duties of today that you are to
perform. 1T you resolve to be on the Lord"s side, and come
out from among the world, and be separate, and choose to be
sons and daughters of the Lord Almighty, to leave the ranks
of the enemy, the service of sin and of Satan, make up your
mind to always do present duty. Take hold of the duties of
today, realizing that the Lord has claims upon you, that
you are responsible to your Creator; these claims are to be
met only a day at a time. In the strength of God take hold
believing that you can overcome for that one day. That day
must be commenced with watchfulness and prayer. Learn to
give your heart"s best affections to God. Signify in noble
work and In your conversation that you love your heavenly
Father. Let him apportion to you your work. [ST 01-31-78
para. 05] p. 46, Para. 1, [1878MS].

The Christian life is a battle and a march. 1t is to work
for today and not for tomorrow. It is to do the duties of
today; it is, when you rise in the morning, to think, now I
am wholly dependent upon God, and I will ask him to take
care of me; and when 1 ask him to take care of me today, I
believe that he will do so. 1 will lay my burden of care,
and my troubles at the feet of Jesus, and he will gather
them up. You must trust in his love; and 1t he has given
you a small work, take that up, and do it today; and if you
have been faithful in doing that little work today,
tomorrow you will be capable of bearing a greater
responsibility, and of doing a greater work; and he will
give you a greater work and responsibility to bear on the
morrow. [ST 01-31-78 para. 06] p-. 46, Para. 2, [1878MS].

To every one there is given talents of influence; and how
many have an unconscious influence which is daily exerted
on those around us. If this influence is saving, if It is
gathering with Christ, in the day of final accounts it will
tell to our advantage; but if we are exerting an influence
which leads souls from God, from the truth, a scattering
influence which separates from God, and heaven, we are
paving the way, the broad way that leads to death. [ST 01-
31-78 para. 07] p. 46, Para. 3, [1878MS].

There are only two roads; one leads to heaven, the other
to death and hell. Every one has a work to do. Every one of
us, that have reasoning powers, knows that there is a God.



As we look at the heavens above, upon the earth beneath
with i1ts stately trees, shrubs and every opening bud and
blooming flower we know there is a God, a Creator. The
glories of the moon and stars in the firmament, the clouds
tinted with gold and silver, and the heavens spanned with
the beautiful rainbow, speak to us of the goodness, mercy
and love of God. All these things are evidences of his care
for us. He loves us, oh! so dearly. That love is
incomprehensible. It is as high as the heavens, and as
broad as the world. A love that is immeasurable. This love
that we can trace in every cloud, in every tree, shrub, and
vernal branch, in everything our eyes behold, is seeking a
place in our hearts. God i1s love; and oh! what love he has
revealed to us iIn giving his Son to die for us. How can we
be indifferent to the claims God has upon us? How can we
devote our God-given time, the hours of probation granted
us here in which to prepare for a higher and immortal life,
to thinking of ourselves, of our appearance, in allowing
pride to take possession of our hearts when we consider the
infinite price that has been paid for our redemption? [ST
01-31-78 para. 08] p- 46, Para. 4, [1878MS].

We want an arm to lean upon in the hours of affliction
that can sustain. We want such an arm to rely upon when the
earth shall reel to and fro, and be removed as a cottage.
We want to know then that God is our father, that our life
is hid with Christ 1In God. Every one of you need this
assurance. The students at our school need this assurance.
Some will soon return to their homes. How many of them have
come to this school without a hope in Christ? How many have
given their hearts to him since they have been attending
our college? How many are still In a position of
indecision, sometimes inclined to be wholly on the Lord"s
side, and then again draw back for the very reasons | have
mentioned, the responsibilities and duties devolving upon
the Christian? These seem so great that they hesitate and
remain undecided. [ST 01-31-78 para. 09] p. 47, Para. 1,
[1878MS] .

But how many of you, should another year roll round from
today, will be alive? Many may be snatched away In a few
months. Here was one of your number, Brother Morrison, who
came here to attend our college and become able to enter
the gospel ministry, and a few weeks has ended his career
in this life. Only a few weeks and you followed him to his
grave iIn Oakhill cemetery, there to rest until the morning
of the resurrection. [ST 01-31-78 para. 10] p. 47, Para.



2, [1878MS].

How long is the extent of your life? Who of you have the
assurance that you will live until the next term of school?
How many of you have any surety of your life? But i1f you
had a lifetime before you, iIf you knew that you should live
your three-score years and ten, what is that little span of
life? Is it too much for you to give to God? What do you
give to him? What does he require? Does he require you to
give anything that i1s for your iInterest or happiness to
retain? Oh no. What are the claims that God has upon you?
It is, my son, or my daughter, give me thine heart. It is
to come out from among the world, and to be separate, 'and
touch not the unclean, and 1 will receive you.” Who is the
"1?" It is the great "1 AM;" he who holds the worlds iIn his
hands; he who gives you life, and gives you health. "And 1
will be a father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and
daughters.”™ Oh what a relationship is this! How can any
feel as though they were making a sacrifice, to be adopted
into the family of the King of kings; the Lord who reigns
in the heavens; know you not that i1t is the highest
exaltation to become children of God, 'sons and daughters
of the Lord Almighty?" [ST 01-31-78 para. 11] p. 47, Para.
3, [1878MS].

Ever since 1 was eleven years old I have been in the
service of this heavenly King. 1 can speak from experience.
He has asked me to give him nothing that was for my best
interest to retain. Precious Jesus; precious Saviour; 1
love him; and 1 love his service. Oh! that my poor name can
be registered in the Lamb®"s book of life. Let it stand
there; let it be honored among the holy angels; let it
remain there when this earth shall pass away; and when the
King of kings shall come in his majesty, and in his glory,
to take his faithful ones to himself, oh, let my name then
be among the ransomed. Let it be among the names of those
who shall have the crown of glory upon their brows. Let me
have a home with the dear Redeemer, and with an immortal
tongue, praise him. Upward to God is the soul®"s adoration.
Oh, glorious prospect, to be among the ransomed in the
kingdom of glory. [ST 01-31-78 para. 12] p. 47, Para. 4,
[1878MS] .

But here we have duties to perform. God has given us our
work. There are none of us who should feel because we do
not have a great work to do, that there is no special
responsibility resting upon us. Dear friends, It is your



duty to do the little things right in your pathway, to
fulfill your part in the college where you are, and among
your associates; and to speak a word for your Master
wherever you are; i1t is to put away vanity; It iIs to put
away frivolity; it 1s to overcome pride; 1t iIs to put away
selfishness, and to seek earnestly for the meekness of
Christ. [ST 01-31-78 para. 13] p-. 47, Para. 5, [1878MS].

Jesus left his majesty, his glory, and high command, and
came to our earth, suffered for our sins, and for our sake
became poor. He died that you, through his poverty might be
made rich. He was a man of sorrows, and was acquainted with
grief. He was wounded for our transgressions, he was
bruised for our iIniquities; the chastisement of our peace
was upon him, and with his stripes we are healed. When such
an infinite price has been paid for us, shall we shrink at
the thought, that perhaps we shall not devote so much time
to personal adornment, to dress and to display? Shall we
shrink at the i1dea that we must devote our time, our
hearts, and our holiest affections to God? [ST 01-31-78
para. 14] p. 48, Para. 1, [1878MS].

I inquire of you again, what does he ask you to give? He
asks you to give to him a sin-polluted soul, that he may
wash 1t with his own blood; that he may cleanse it; that he
may refine, elevate, and ennoble it; and at last, that you
may enjoy the society of the heavenly angels in the kingdom
of glory. You must put away pride and selfishness. Do you
hesitate to yield your selfishness? Will i1t make you happy
to retain 1t? The most unhappy persons in the world are
those who are selfish, and filled with pride and vanity. It
iIs these things you are to give up. Let i1t be the language
of your heart, "1 will give myself to thee just as I am. 1
will come just now.' But some say, "I am afraid I shall not
live a Christian life.” And for fear that you will not live
a Christian life you are not going to make an effort. [ST
01-31-78 para. 15] p. 48, Para. 2, [1878MS].

Can you not venture out upon the promises of God? Christ
has said not a sparrow falleth to the ground without the
notice of your heavenly Father; and even the hairs of your
head are numbered. Now, will not he that is able to do
this, help you when you ask him to give you grace that you
may follow in the path of obedience? Will he not give you
that strength, that wisdom, and knowledge that shall lead
you to follow in his footsteps? [ST 01-31-78 para. 16] p-
48, Para. 3, [1878MS].



You are seeking to obtain an education. How many of you
who are before me may have it laid upon you to be
embassadors for Christ, called to point souls to the Lamb
of God who taketh away the sins of the world? How many of
you will bear the burdens, and responsibilities as
ministers of the gospel? You must render an account to God
for the talents he has given you. Are you going to devote
these talents, your ability, to God? If not, your education
will only sink you lower at last; because you are gaining
more and more knowledge, and you are not putting that
knowledge to a good account. You are perverting it. But God
is able to do great things for you. He says, ""Come out from
among them and be ye separate.' Come out from among the
world; let not your aspirations be for the things of this
world; for there is something higher after which you may
aspire; there are higher attainments which demand your
attention. The things of this world perish, are
corruptible, and pass away, but there are things that will
never perish, things that are eternal; and for these you
may aspire. You cannot be loving the things of this world,
and taking hold upon God and heaven at the same time. Are
you afraid that if you become Christians, the world will
look upon you with derision? Do you fear their taunts and
their jeers? Jesus bore it before you; he, "who for the joy
that was set before him, endured the cross, despising the
shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of
God."™ He who created the world, our Redeemer, our Saviour,
bore 1t before you. [ST 01-31-78 para. 17] p. 48, Para. 4,
[1878MS] .

But what if you should have all the honor and the applause
that the world could give you, what then? Let disease take
hold of your mortal frames, can this honor and applause,
and the praise of men relieve you of one pang? Can it
relieve you of one distress? Can it be of the least
advantage to you in healing you of your maladies? It
cannot. But what does the Father say? "1 will be a father
unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters saith the
Lord Almighty.” He will connect you with himself, crown you
with glory and honor, immortality and eternal life. This
honor, that you can seek for with a surety of obtaining,
will never perish. Do you seek gold, the riches of this
world? We read that the streets of the city are paved with
pure gold, and that the gates of the city are of gold set
with pearls. The riches obtained here may be consumed.
There are many ways in which you may be robbed of your



earthly treasure. Christ says: "Lay up for yourselves
treasures in heaven.”™ There no thief shall approach; no
moth or rust shall corrupt. Thus, if you lay up your
treasures there, you will have an imperishable treasure
which you can be in no danger of losing. [ST 01-31-78 para.
18] p- 49, Para. 1, [1878MS].

And now 1 would say to these, my friends, | have the
deepest iInterest that you should give your hearts to God;
that you may be strong in the cause of serving him. You
need him for your friend, he will be a friend, indeed. You
may come to your earthly friends with burdens; they may
sympathize with you, but cannot relieve you; but here is a
friend to whom you may come with your troubles and trials
who is always ready not only to sympathize with you, but to
bear your burdens. He knows all the difficulties of the
way, for he has passed through them; and he is touched with
the feelings of your infirmities. This great High Priest,
who 1s In the heavens, is pleading in you behalf. He loves
you; and when you come to him with your griefs, your
sorrows, and your troubles he will listen to you. He will
hear your prayers, and answer your petitions. When you pour
out your heart before him, then his great heart of love is
opened to you, and he will be touched with your griefs and
your sorrows. And now | would inquire of the young here
tonight, How many want Christ as their Saviour, and their
Redeemer? How many want to make a decided move to live for
God? How many of the youth who have attended our school, or
any here who have backslidden from God, want to renew their
covenant with him, want to yield their pride, and to get
rid of their selfishness? How many will come to their
Saviour this very evening? "Behold 1 stand at the door,"
says Christ, "and knock; if any man hear my voice, and open
the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and
he with me." Gracious invitation! Jesus is at the door
seeking admittance. Will you open to him? Will you let him
take possession of your heart? Will you give him your
affections? [ST 01-31-78 para. 19] p. 49, Para. 2,
[1878MS] .

Now, I wish to say to the youths, and to any who want to
start to serve God; here at this very meeting say: 1 will
give myself to God; I will leave the paths of sin, and I

will try to be a Christian. Let those who have backslidden,
and have not the evidence that they are the children of
God, come forward, and we will unite with you iIn presenting
your cases before God iIn prayer. We want the deep movings



of the Spirit of God. We want you to take Jesus with you as
you go to your homes. We want you to have a knowledge of
Christ, and come to him. We want you to give your hearts to
the Lord, and serve and obey him. By Mrs. E. G. White. [ST
01-31-78 para. 20] p-. 49, Para. 3, [1878MS].

February 7, 1878. BATTLE CREEK COLLEGE. REMARKS BY MRS. E.
G. WHITE, AT GOGUAC LAKE, JUNE 26, 1877.--[June 26, 1877.
Mrs. White gave the following address, which was reported
by a student.] [ST 02-07-78 para. 01] p. 50, Para. 1,
[1878MS] .

Our Saviour, frequently, when he was giving his lessons of
instruction to his disciples, took them without inclosed
walls and led them by the lakeside and in the groves; and
here he gave them illustrations by the objects in nature;
and with these he bound up the sacred lessons of
instruction which were to be immortalized in their minds.
As they would look upon the shrubs and the flowers, the
rocks and barren soil, the mountains and hills, the sower
and the reaper; and as they would look upon the flowers iIn
glowing beauty around them, the lessons of instruction
given by their divine Lord were repeated to them. When we
look upon these lofty trees and upon the lake and the boats
that are going out and coming In upon the water we can
remember that Christ beckoned for a fisherman®s boat, and
he entered into Simon®s, and asked him to thrust out a
little from the land. He there gave important lessons which
were to be immortalized and handed down to us; and which
were to reach unto the end of the world. As we view the
lake today, and the boats upon the waters, these lessons
which Christ gave are repeated to us. [ST 02-07-78 para.
02] p- 50, Para. 2, [1878MS].

Said the Saviour of the world: "Consider the lilies of the
field, how they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin;
and yet | say unto you, that even Solomon in all his glory
was not arrayed like one of these." Who gave to the
beautiful flowers their delicate tints and their varied
colors? Was i1t not that God which has given us everything
that 1s lovely and beautiful i1n our world? Our heavenly
Father who has surrounded us with everything that is
glorious in nature is a God of love. He i1s a lover of the
beautiful. He says: "Consider the lilies of the field, how
they grow."™ Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed, with
his costly robes of gold and silver, iIn garments which
could bear comparison to these flowers of loveliness in



their natural simplicity. Solomon is seated upon a throne
of ivory, i1ts basement is of gold, the steps are of gold
flanked with six golden lions. Everything surrounding him
iIs attractive. All his eye rests upon is magnificent. His
eye rests upon expansive gardens, stretching away In the
distance, beautiful and adorned with trees and shrubs to
resemble the loveliness of paradise. The most rare and
expensive birds of the richest plumage have been
transported from every clime, and with their varying notes
and bright songs, are flitting from bough to bough, while
youths, the most lovely, clad in gold and silver dress, are
seeking to amuse and divert the mind of the greatest
monarch that ever sat upon an earthly throne. Many envied
the popularity and abundant glory of Solomon, thinking that
of all men he must be the most happy. But amid all that
glory of artificial display the man envied is the one to be
most pitied. His countenance is dark with despair. All the
splendor about him is but to him mockery of the distress
and anguish of his thoughts as he reviews his misspent life
in seeking for happiness through indulgence and selfish
gratification of every desire. He wails out his
disappointment in these words: "All is vanity and vexation
of spirit.” We may learn the lesson in the sad life of
Solomon that riches and high intellectual attainments will
not be sufficient for a happy life. Learning, and ability,
and outward display without the sanctifying power of true
godliness, will not bring contentment, peace, and
happiness. [ST 02-07-78 para. 03] p. 50, Para. 3,
[1878MS] .

You have your youthful strength, your strong, ardent,
impetuous temperaments which 1f guided aright will make you
men and women of influence. ITf you bring your talents early
as a consecrated offering to God he will accept you. IFf
connected with the source of all purity, nobility and
holiness, your lives will represent the spotless purity of
this lily, diffusing a fragrance grateful and pleasant to
all with whom you associate. [ST 02-07-78 para. 04] p. 50,
Para. 4, [1878MS].

Dear youth, cultivate natural simplicity. Consider and
learn from the flowers of the field the lesson Christ has
sought to impress upon your mind and heart. You may devote
the golden hours of your probation In studying your outward
appearance. You may neglect the most essential work of your
life in Tailing to secure the iInward adorning, even the
ornament of a meek and quiet spirit which is in the sight



of God of great price. You may devote time, money and much
thought to outward display, and after all your anxious
care, you will not bear comparison to one of these flowers
for attractive loveliness in their natural simplicity. [ST
02-07-78 para. 05] p-. 51, Para. 1, [1878MS].

Here is the pure and lovely lily growing among the filth
of ponds and lakes, striking down its curiously channeled
stem, and gathering to itself only those properties that
shall develop into this pure, fragrant lily. Every one
admires this emblem of purity. Your lives, dear students,
may resemble this lily. [ST 02-07-78 para. 06] p. 51,
Para. 2, [1878MS].

As Christ offered his prayer to his Father he uttered
these words. "I pray not that thou shouldst take them out
of the world but keep them from the evil.” The world is a
land of emptiness: It is a world good and beautiful of
itself but man has become so sensual and depraved, so
embittered against God that the earth itself groans under
the weight of accumulated guilt, you must cultivate firm
principle in the midst of surrounding infidelity,
hypocrisy, pride, and profligacy. You must be Bible
students and carry Bible rules into your every day life. In
no case allow knavery deception and dishonesty to beguile
you from your simplicity. Be it your constant study how you
will best attain and cherish that which God values, the
ornament of purity and meekness, that the world will be
better for your having lived in 1t. Like the pure lily you
need faith"s penetrating root descending beneath the
outward things which do appear to gather spiritual strength
to invigorate and give purity and goodness to the life. The
study of the Bible, the hours of secret communion with God,
meditation upon heavenly themes will develop into purity of
character resembling the spotless lily. The life of God iIn
the soul is Christ in you a well of water springing up into
everlasting life. This springing up into life will refresh
all who connect with you. If your character is such that
God can approve, it will be a complete Christian character
filled with grace that is not assumed, but that has a
natural growth. If your affections are obedient unto Christ
your motives pure, there will be in your life, in your
every day deportment, lessons of instruction to all around
you. You will be living epistles known and read of all men.
Your connection with God will lift you above every thing
that has a debasing tendency, your pure and uncorrupted
life will be ever pointing your schoolmates and old



associates upward to God and heaven saying to them you must
seek peace and purity and happiness from above. Jesus 1is
the source of your comfort strength and fortitude, amid
vexation, trials and grievous temptations. The leaves of
some trees and flowers seem naturally to gather dust which
adheres to them, and mars their color and beauty. This is
the case with many youths they do not see the necessity of
vigilant watchfulness and earnest prayer to keep themselves
pure, and their Christian character is always dingy. They
need to wash their robes of character and make them white
in the blood of the Lamb. [ST 02-07-78 para. 07] p. 51,
Para. 3, [1878MS].

Young men and young women while you are attending school
you may be gathering to yourselves only those things which
shall tend to the perfection of character, or you may
gather to yourselves the habits, customs and practices of
the world; love the things which they love, which shall
have a corrupting influence upon the life and character,
and you will forfeit your right to eternal life. Which
shall it be? Our heavenly Father, the Giver of life, would
draw us from the artificial to the natural simplicities.
"Consider,"” says Christ, "the lilies of the field, how they
grow;" and again he says, "ITf God so clothed the grass of
the field which today is, and tomorrow is cast into the
oven, shall he not much more clothe you, 0 ye of little
faith?" IT our heavenly Father has taken such special care
for that which has to be cut down and cast into the oven,
then how much greater is his care, his love and his
attention for those who are formed In his image! [ST 02-07-
78 para. 08] p. 51, Para. 4, [1878MS].

Young men and young women you may make any thing of
yourselves that you please. You may attain to excellence
and perfection of character; you may go through this world
without being stained and blackened with the sins that
taint and corrupt it; and when you are brought in contact
with the evil of this world, you may escape them if you
choose. Christ will be to you a special help in every time
of need. But in order for you to develop characters which
Heaven shall approve; it Is necessary that you connect with
God. Will you consider these lilies which 1 hold in my
hand, emblem of purity and loveliness? Here in this flower
iIs an expression of the love of God. Satan is never at
rest; he iIs an iInterested spectator of all your actions. He
will present before the inexperienced youth, things which
on the surface appear attractive, to allure them from their



integrity, and corrupt their morals. Christ®s voice is
heard saying to them, Consider the lilies of the field,
learn from them the value of natural simplicity. God speaks
to you through his created works. Will you listen to his
voice? Will you become acquainted with God in nature? [ST
02-07-78 para. 09] p. 52, Para. 1, [1878MS].

We can discern his love to us In giving us all these
things in nature. We can see it in the lovely flowers in
the valleys and on the surface of the lake. Anywhere,
everywhere, we may read expressions of God®"s love iIn the
opening buds and blooming flowers. As God has given us
these things of beauty and purity how much more will he
delight to give us an eternal Inheritance. He wants you to
come into that position where he may grant you the gift of
immortality. He has given you the gift of his Son, the
greatest gift that Heaven could bestow; and now if you
connect with God, 1Tt you connect with heaven, you may, 1In
the name and strength of Jesus develop symmetrical
characters; characters that are spotless as the pure lily
that opens its blossom on the bosom of the lake. 1 invite
you to take hold of heaven"s blessings and then you can
have a right hold upon the earth. I invite you to look up
through nature to nature®s God. Let these things teach you
the love of God, and the care that he has for those formed
in his Image. (Concluded next week.) By Mrs. E. G. White.
[ST 02-07-78 para. 10] p. 52, Para. 2, [1878MS].

February 7, 1878 Light.--Jesus had said to the Pharisees:
"This 1s your condemnation, that light has come into the
world; and men choose darkness rather than light.” In every
age of the world, the majority have rejected the light that
has shone forth to i1lluminate the darkness of error.
According to the unbelief and prejudice with which men, 1in
spite of convincing evidence, oppose the truth, is the
intensity of their hatred of those who cherish it. In
proportion to the light given will be the condemnation of
those who reject i1t. Said Jesus:-- [ST 02-07-78 para. 01]
p. 52, Para. 3, [1878MS].

"IT 1 had not come and spoken unto them, they had not had
sin; but now they have no cloak for their sin. He that
hateth me hateth my Father also. If 1 had not done among
them the works which none other man did, they had not had
sin; but now have they both seen and hated both me and my
Father.”™ The friends of Christ®s truth will ever be
persecuted by a time-serving generation. They will be



termed enthusiasts and fanatics by the enemies of reform.
The burning truths of God"s word, condemning sin, and
admonishing to righteousness are not palatable to the
wrongdoer. Every true follower of Christ should have the
spirit of a martyr, being ready to sacrifice any and
everything rather than forfeit the favor of God. [ST 02-07-
78 para. 02] p. 52, Para. 4, [1878MS].

The life of Christ was the embodiment of purity; and for
this very reason he was hated. His righteousness stood
forth in such marked contrast with that of the Pharisees
that he was a continual reproach to them. Jesus said to his
disciples: "But this cometh to pass, that the word might be
fulfilled that is written in their law, They hated me
without a cause. But when the Comforter is come, whom I
will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of
truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify
of me." [ST 02-07-78 para. 03] p-. 53, Para. 1, [1878MS].

Many in this age may say that if they had lived when
Christ was upon earth they would not have insulted and
rejected him, but would have gladly accepted of his
salvation. Yet those very persons doubt the power of the
Saviour, and hesitate to believe his truth. The evidences
that Jesus of Nazareth is the Saviour of men have iIncreased
with every successive generation, and yet millions refuse
to believe on him, and accept the relief he offers their
guilty souls. Jesus comes to those who are groaning under
affliction, and offers to bear their grief, but they turn
from him and hug their cankering cares to their hearts. He
comes to those who are disappointed, whose hopes of this
world have been crushed, and promises to give them peace
and happiness if they will put their trust in him; but they
shut their hearts against his sympathy and refuse to be
comforted. Sad indeed will be the fate of those who reject
the Redeemer notwithstanding the accumulated evidence in
his favor. [ST 02-07-78 para. 04] p. 53, Para. 2,
[1878MS] .

The sin of the Jews was very great; but those iIn our day
who have before them the history of Christ upon earth, and
his rejection by the Jews sin in a far greater degree. They
have the testimony of the followers of Jesus through the
period of nearly two thousand years. They have far greater
light than had the Jews. All other errors are trifling
compared with the sin of rejecting Christ. To turn from him
is to reject infinite truth, love and righteousness, and to



close the door of the heart to all heavenly illumination,
and to welcome darkness and despair. To accept him is
light, peace and joy. E. G. W. [ST 02-07-78 para. 05] p.
53, Para. 3, [1878MS].

February 14, 1878. Battle Creek College. Remarks by Mrs.
E. G. White, at Goguac Lake, June 26, 1877.--(Concluded.)--
[The closing exercises of the Battle Creek College for the
year were held in the beautiful grove at Goguac lake, about
two miles from the city of Battle Creek. Before the
services closed there were about four hundred persons
present who witnessed the baptism of fourteen students of
the school who had been converted during the last term. The
following is the concluding remarks of an address, which
was reported by a student.] [ST 02-14-78 para. 01] p. 53,
Para. 4, [1878MS].

We would say to the students who are soon to return to
their homes, we hope they will make continual advancement
in the knowledge of God, and in his fear. An education that
i1s obtained merely in book knowledge is a very deficient
education. An education in the things of God, a correct
knowledge of God, combined with all the knowledge that you
may obtain from books will give you symmetrical characters.
As the students return to their homes, we hope they will
carry Jesus with them; and that they will have the fear of
God before them. "Whether therefore ye eat or drink, or
whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God."™ Here is a
principle which reaches deep beneath the surface, taking
hold of the thoughts and actions of the entire man. He is
required to be constantly guarded, a faithful sentinel over
the citadel of the soul, prepared to meet and resist every
thought and action which will dishonor his heavenly Father.
A compliance with this injunction of the apostle will bind
and hold in restraint every unlawful passion, and will make
self-control an absolute necessity to the Christian.
Economy, industry, energy, and everything which will
strengthen and develop noble qualities and powers will be
cultivated. The Divine power combined with human effort
will give to all perfect and entire victory. Every
believing mind will be filled with conscious power. The
language of the soul will be: 1 can do all things through
Christ which strengtheneth me. Such youth, and only such,
can stand before the world with symmetrical characters. [ST
02-14-78 para. 02] p. 53, Para. 5, [1878MS].

Solomon prayed to God for wisdom. The Lord said, because



he had not asked for temporal riches or for worldly honor,
he should have not only the blessing of wisdom, but riches
and honor also. One who has heavenly wisdom is prepared to
make a right use of the talents and means which God has
given him. All the talents and ability he may possess will
not lead him to forget the Giver. There is danger of some
of these dear youth being self-deceived, as was the young
man who came to Jesus, and in all self-confidence iInquired:
""Good Master what shall 1 do to inherit eternal life?" Said
the Searcher of all hearts: If thou wilt enter into life
keep the commandments. Exultingly the young man replied:
All these have 1 kept from my youth up, what lack 1 yet?
How earnestly, and with what elation of soul he said this.
But Jesus looked pityingly upon this deceived young man and
said: "Yet lackest thou one thing; sell all that thou hast,
and distribute to the poor, and come follow me, and thou
shalt have treasure in heaven." This practical test
unfolded to the deceived young man his supreme selfishness.
His deficiency of character spoiled all his virtues. It was
a fatal deficiency, for he turned away from Christ, from
the heavenly inducement, rather than to comply with the
conditions. [ST 02-14-78 para. 03] p. 54, Para. 1,
[1878MS] .

We have hope that when you shall return to your homes and
mingle in society, and are surrounded with temptations,
when you shall meet with difficulties and obstacles, when
self-denial is called for, when self-sacrifice is required,
that you will be connected with God, and maintain a
Christian fidelity of character; that you will be like the
pure lily, only gathering to yourselves the good and
refusing the bad. You can all do this if you will. Every
one of you may have moral power; every one of you may have
grace and strength to become victors on your own account,
in the name of the One who has conquered for you, and has
ascended up on high to represent your case to the Father.
Man®s representative pleads in heaven in our behalf; and we
want that the youth who have given their hearts to God will
so live that Christ can freely present their cases before
the Father. We hope that those who have just entered the
school of Christ will continue to be learners. "ITf ye then
be risen with Christ seek those things which are above
where Christ sitteth at the right hand of God."™ There are
many who cease to be learners iIn Christ"s school after they
have received the ordinance of baptism. They appear more
like graduates. "Except ye be converted and become as
little children ye shall not enter the kingdom of heaven.™



How natural for many to love to teach, but who will not be
taught. ""Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God as
a little child shall in no wise enter therein.”™ Who so
easily taught as a child; who so willing and ready to
believe? God looks with love upon the confiding simplicity
of children. Duties in our homes, in the college, and in
the church, may be regarded as drudgery; but iIn proportion
as these duties are blended with the love of God they are
made cheerful and pleasant. The simple faith and trusting
confidence of the child is necessary to be possessed by the
learner in the school of Christ. [ST 02-14-78 para. 04] p.
54, Para. 2, [1878MS].

After the baptism of Christ he bowed upon Jordan®s banks,
and heaven never listened to such a prayer as he then and
there uttered. And in answer to that prayer, the light and
glory of God flashed forth from his throne and descended as
a dove and rested upon him. Immediately from the Infinite
One came a voice, saying: "This 1s my beloved Son." Here,
heaven was opened to man; earth was connected with heaven
through our representative, and finite man with the
Infinite God. Heaven was opened to you, dear youth; and you
need not to feel that the heavens above you are brass. God
testified to his Son In his own voice that he accepted him;
and iIn accepting the representative of the race he
signifies to man that he will accept him through his Son if
we comply with the conditions laid down In his word. The
steps requisite in conversion are repentance, faith and
baptism. And then after these steps are taken, the life of
prayer is essential to maintain the Christian life, and to
seek those things which are above where Christ sitteth, you
cannot stop at baptism and feel that you have graduated.
Your Christian life i1s only entered upon, the formation of
Christian character is yet before you, you have just
entered the school of Christ, and need to continue to learn
of him. [ST 02-14-78 para. 05] p. 54, Para. 3, [1878MS].

You are to continue to be iInstructed in the school of
Christ, having the heart open to receive the heavenly
knowledge that will be imparted unto you; and thus you will
grow in grace and the knowledge of the truth. There is a
final examination that is to take place in reference to
your probationary time in this world which is of vital
interest to every one of us. There will In that day be no
indifferent spectators. Every one will have a part to act,
and will have intense interest to pass that ordeal with
heavenly honors. All will have an opportunity to educate



themselves while in this world, that they may be fitted to
stand the grand review which must shortly take place. If
you make efforts in one term at our college, and through
negligence on your part fail to stand the examining test,
you may console yourselves with the hope to redeem your
failure In the following term. But if in the vital interest
of your soul®"s salvation you neglect to learn the lessons
necessary to stand the test of the great examination to
come, there will be no second privilege and opportunity
granted. It is now or never that you must perfect Christian
character. There will be no following term that you may
enter the school of Christ to redeem abused privileges and
lost opportunities. It is of the highest importance that iIn
the great examination to come you can stand in the merits
of your heavenly Redeemer by having gained the victory in
his name. [ST 02-14-78 para. 06] p. 55, Para. 1, [1878MS].

We have been having an exhibition of talent here today,
but the grand review of character is to take place by and
by. Jesus would have us learn in his school that we may
become intellectual Christians. He would have us learn of
him that we may grow in grace and the knowledge of the
truth, that we may be qualified to talk intelligently upon
the things of God, repeating the lessons of the cross of
Christ. We have heard speeches from the stand today from
you which have done credit to both students and teachers.
We are anxious that those who are learning in the school of
Christ should have willing hearts and ready tongues, that
they may speak the praise of God, and tell, in their
language and deportment, the advancement they have made in
the divine life. You want to make your mark high, and
progress every day. Every day you want to obtain knowledge
how to successfully control self. You want to obtain
knowledge how to gain new victories. The Christian warfare
iIs a battle and a march. Take Christ with you iIn everything
you do; take him with you at your homes, and wherever you
go; and if Jesus i1s with you, 1If you have his presence and
his love, you have a heavenly companion, a heavenly guest.
[ST 02-14-78 para. 07] p. 55, Para. 2, [1878MS].

Think not that the Christian®s life 1Is one that takes away
from you all pleasure. It opens to us fountains of
pleasures that it is impossible for us to measure. "Eye
hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither hath 1t entered into
the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for
them that love him." Take away from me everything that this
world can give, but do not take away my connection with



Heaven. 1 love my Saviour; and 1 want every one of these
youth to love him. I want you to prepare for the final
examination, when every man shall be judged according to
the deeds done iIn the body. Who will be acquitted in that
day? To whom will i1t be said: "Well done, good and fairthful
servant?” Who in that day will hear the words: ""Come, ye
blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you
from the foundation of the world?" How many who are present
on this occasion will listen to those words which are
richer than any music that ever fell upon human ear? And
who, then, will have the crown of glory placed upon their
brow? Who will bear in their hand the palm branch of
victory, and the harp of gold? [ST 02-14-78 para. 08] p.-
55, Para. 3, [1878MS].

We want you to swell the triumph of "Worthy, worthy,
worthy is the Lamb that was slain, and that lives again, a
triumphant conqueror.'™ We want to see every one of you with
your laurels of honor that you shall cast at the feet of
your Redeemer; and then touch your golden harps, and fill
all heaven with the melodious strains, and songs of praise
to the Lamb. Talk not to me of the pleasures of earth. 1
have my eye fixed upon the immortal inheritance, and it has
eclipsed all that is beautiful, all that is lovely, and all
that is attractive in this world. I want heaven. 1 must
have the eternal weight of glory. Will you strive with me
to obtain heaven? Will you triumph with me in that day when
God makes up his jewels? God grant that we may all be
there; that every one of us may tread those streets that
are paved with gold; that we may enter the pearly gates of
the holy city, and that we may go no more out forever. By
Mrs. E. G. White. [ST 02-14-78 para. 09] p. 56, Para. 1,
[1878MS] .

February 21, 1878. The Barren Fig Tree. By Mrs. E. G.
White.--Jesus spent the entire night in prayer, and in the
morning, while returning again from Bethany, he passed a
fig orchard. He was hungry, "And seeing a fig tree afar off
having leaves, he came, if haply he might find anything
thereon; and when he came to it, he found nothing but
leaves; for the time of figs was not yet. And Jesus
answered and said unto it, No man eat fruit of thee
hereafter forever. And his disciples heard 1t." [ST 02-21-
78 para. 01] p. 56, Para. 2, [1878MS].

It was not the season for ripe figs, except iIn certain
localities; and on the elevated height of Olivet it might



truly be said, "the time of figs was not yet.” It is the
nature of the fig tree that before the leaves open the
growing fruit appears; so it would follow that upon a tree
covered with leaves one would expect to find well matured
figs. The tree which Jesus saw was beautiful to look upon,
but upon a thorough searching of its branches, he found
that 1ts appearance was deceitful, for it bore "nothing but
leaves.” In order to teach his disciples an impressive
lesson, he used the fig tree as a symbol, and invested it
with moral qualities and made i1t the medium by which to
teach a divine truth. [ST 02-21-78 para. 02] p. 56, Para.
3, [1878MS].

The Jews stood forth distinct from all other nations,
professing perfect allegiance to the God of heaven. They
had been specially favored by him, and they claimed a
greater piety than any other people, while In reality they
were sinful, corrupted by the love of the world and the
greed of gain. Boasting of their godliness and knowledge,
yet full of hypocrisy and cruelty, and ignorant of the
requirements of God, they were like the barren fig tree
that spread its pretentious branches aloft, luxuriant in
appearance, and beautiful to the eye, but upon which Jesus
found ""nothing but leaves.™ [ST 02-21-78 para. 03] p. 56,
Para. 4, [1878MS].

The preceding day had been one of the highest importance,
embracing the triumphal entrance of Christ into Jerusalenm,
and closing with the cleansing of the temple by the
dispersion of the traffickers from i1ts sacred precincts,
and Christ"s healing of the sick. The sentence pronounced
and executed upon the fig tree was the last symbolic action
relating to the future destruction of Jerusalem. As Christ
on the mount overlooked the doomed city, his tender
sympathetic tears flowed, and he uttered the yearning cry
of a broken heart because of rejected love. He looked upon
Jerusalem with suffering tenderness, and spoke these words
with a voice of i1nexpressible sorrow, 'O Jerusalem,
Jerusalem, which killest the prophets and stonest them that
are sent unto thee; how often would I have gathered thy
children together, as a hen gathereth her brood under her
wings, and ye would not! Behold your house [no longer the
house of the most high God] is left unto you desolate.™”™ [ST
02-21-78 para. 04] p. 56, Para. 5, [1878MS].

The Jewish religion with i1ts magnificent display of
temple, sacred altars, sacrificial pomp, mitred priests and



impressive ceremonies, were but a superficial covering
under which pride, oppression and iniquity held sway. The
leaves were abundant and beautiful, but the tree bore no
goodly fruit. The next morning as they passed by the same
orchard, the disciples saw that the fig tree which Jesus
cursed was withered and blasted from root to branch. Jesus
presented to his disciples the true condition of the Jews
in this striking figure of the barren fig tree; and, as the
tree withered beneath the Saviour®s blighting curse, and
stood forth sear and blasted, dried up by the roots, so
should all pretentious hypocrites be brought low. [ST 02-
21-78 para. 05] p. 57, Para. 1, [1878MS].

The other trees in the fig orchard were also destitute of
fruit; but their boughs were leafless, therefore they
raised no expectations and caused no disappointment. These
leafless trees represented the Gentiles, who made no boasts
of superior piety. In them the words of the scripture finds
an application, '"the time of figs was not yet." But while
the Jews in proud self-confidence stood forth assuming
superiority to all others, the Gentiles were In a measure
feeling their want and weakness, and longing for a better
day, a clearer and more certain light to guide their
wandering footsteps. [ST 02-21-78 para. 06] p. 57, Para.
2, [1878MS].

The Jews had listened to the voice of God, as he
proclaimed his law from Sinai, and God had selected them,
and claimed them as his people; but they had not made the
most of theilr opportunities. He brought them forth out of
the land of Egypt, and delivered them from the oppression
of the Egyptians; and when the children of Israel were
camped before the Red sea, and the army of Pharaoh pursued
them, he divided the waters and they passed through on dry
land; While their enemies that followed after them,
perished. And so they passed through Jordan at the taking
of Jericho, when God miraculously opened the path for them
through the waters, and how mightily he wrought for them at
the city! They could never have repayed God for the
blessings which he had given them had they done their best
in his service; but there was an utter failure on their
part. And when the very best gift that Heaven could give,
was sent to them, the gift of Jesus Christ, they would not
accept i1t. Pride and ambition, love of applause and
display, had so hardened their hearts, and blinded their
minds that they could not discern Jesus Christ in the Man
of Nazareth. [ST 02-21-78 para. 07] p. 57, Para. 3,



[1878MS].

The Jewish nation were outwardly religious, priding
themselves upon their sacred temple, the pomp of priests
and the imposing ceremonies of the morning and evening
services, gorgeous synagogues and sacrificial offerings.
Here were abundant leaves, beautiful and bright, to cover
the hollow hypocrisy, malice, and oppression at the heart
of all this vain display. The Jews were privileged with the
presence of Christ manifested in the flesh. This
inestimable blessing which God bestowed upon them should
have called forth their devout acknowledgments. But in
blind prejudice they refused the mercies offered them by
Jesus. His love was lavished upon them in vain, and they
regarded not his wondrous works. Sorrow fled at his
approach; infirmity and deformity were healed; iInjustice
and oppression shrunk ashamed from his rebuke; while death
and the grave humbled themselves iIn his presence and obeyed
his commands. Yet the people of his choice rejected him and
his mighty miracles with scorn. The majesty of Heaven came
unto his own, and his own received him not. [ST 02-21-78
para. 08] p. 57, Para. 4, [1878MS].

The judgment pronounced upon the barren fig tree not only
symbolizes the sentence passed upon the Jews, but is also
applicable to the professed Christians of our time, who
have become formal, selfish, boasting and hypocritical. [ST
02-21-78 para. 09] p. 58, Para. 1, [1878MS].

The irrevocable sentence passed upon the Jewish nation,
and i1ts consequent downfall and ruin was symbolized by the
doom of the barren fig tree. It is not always easy to
detect the sincere, genuine Christian from the counterfeit.
But when brought to the test like the barren fig tree they
are found diverse in character although the external
appearance may deceilve the eye. False and true devotion
bear so close a resemblance to each other that it may be
difficult for human wisdom to distinguish the difference
between them. But the eye of the Infinite looks beneath the
external and discerns the pretenders from the real, unmasks
the hypocrite and discovers the difference between the
cumberers of the ground and the fruit bearers. Fruit
bearing Christians who are making the most of their God-
given opportunities and privileges, will Imitate the
example of Christ in good works and unselfish deeds. [ST
02-21-78 para. 10] p. 58, Para. 2, [1878MS].



The mass of professors are symbolized by the apparently
flourishing fig tree making pretensions to godliness but
blessing no one by their precious fruits. The pen of
inspiration pictures before us this class. "This know also,
that 1n the last days perilous times shall come. For men
shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters,
proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful,
unholy, without natural affection, trucebreakers, false
accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are
good, traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more
than lovers of God; having a form of godliness, but denying
the power thereof; from such turn away." [ST 02-21-78 para.
11] p- 58, Para. 3, [1878MS].

Just such a state of things exists In our day. There are
many who make proud boasts of godliness, answering the
description of the apostle, having a form of godliness but
denying the power thereof in their fruitless lives.
Christ®s search for fruit In them reveals nothing but
leaves. Pride, display, vain glory, selfishness and
oppression are concealed beneath the green foliage.
Everything has been done for them that the Majesty of
heaven In his wisdom can do, but like the Jews they pervert
and abuse their sacred privileges, and are satisfied to be
fruitless cumberers of the ground, no better than
worldlings as far as good works are concerned. But the
worldlings are in a more favorable condition before God
because they make no pretension to true godliness. They are
not hypocritical pretenders. They do not put on the outer
foliage to screen and mask their utter absence of the
sanctifying grace of God. It is sad to acknowledge that the
daily lives of many who profess to be followers of Christ
deny i1n their unsanctified words and actions the very
religion they profess. The jewel of truth and integrity is
not in them; therefore, they have not Christ formed in them
the hope of glory. They have no connection with God. We are
not required to exclude ourselves from the active duties of
life and sever all connection or iIntercourse with the world
in order to be Christians; for iIn thus doing we shall not
follow the example of Christ. He was in the world and yet
not of the world. He was a worker for the good of those iIn
the world. He left the glory that he had with his Father
and clothed his divinity with humanity, and humbled himself
to meet the necessities of man to become personally
acquainted with the temptations and frailties of man, that
he might know how to succor those who should be tempted.
[ST 02-21-78 para. 12] p. 58, Para. 4, [1878MS].



Christ in his sermon on the Mount represented the lives of
Christians as the salt of the earth. Without the
preserving, sanctifying influence of the Christian®s words
and actions the world would be altogether corrupt, and fit
for the immediate sentence of justice that was pronounced
upon the fruitless fig tree. True faith will have connected
with 1t a working power. The Pharisees excluded themselves
from the world exalted their own piety above every other
people, and the world was no better for their living in it.
But, and if the salt have lost its savor wherewith shall it
be salted. Christ rebuked this exclusiveness in stating the
true position of the Christian in the world: "Ye are the
light of the world, a city that is set on a hill cannot be
hid, neither do men light a candle and put 1t under a
bushel but on a candlestick, and it giveth light to all
that are in the house. Let your light so shine before men
that they may see your good works and glorify your Father
which 1s In heaven." 1t is the good works of the Christian
that contain the precious influence to preserve the world.
It is good works which stand in marked contrast with the
degenerate polluting influence of the world that it reveals
the true enormity of sin. The moral power of good works is
ever pointing the sinner upward to God and to heaven. It is
not words and profession that the world need now as much as
the savor of good works. Christians should have power to
press back the moral darkness that threatens to enshroud
the world like the pall of death. This they may do if they
are connected with God. In the strength of the Lord we may
do much In becoming channels of light. Jesus comes to each
of us expecting fruit. Shall we disappoint his earnest
search and will he find in our lives nothing but leaves? I
earnestly plead with all professors of godliness to learn a
lesson from the parable of the barren fig tree. Let the
fruit appear in your lives in deeds of mercy to your fellow
man, and in humble sincere devotion to God, showing the
mark of distinction between you and the world by the fruit
you bear unto righteousness. Said Christ, It 1s my Father"s
good pleasure that ye bear much fruit. [ST 02-21-78 para.
13] p- 59, Para. 1, [1878MS].

It is not enough for us to be merely in the attitude of
waiting for our Lord, leaving sinners to be unwarned and
unprepared for that great event. Christ requires of us to
be vigilant workers while waiting for his appearing.
Working and waiting is the attitude he would find us In. A
life of quiet prayerful meditation is not all that Jesus



expects of us. He expects fruit, exemplifying in our lives
the virtues of true godliness, not only being good but
doing good. The soul must be consecrated by its surrender
to God i1n perfect obedience to his requirements, keeping
all of his commandments. [ST 02-21-78 para. 14] p. 59,
Para. 2, [1878MS].

The fruits which grow upon the Christian tree will be seen
in letting the light of truth which God has caused to shine
upon us sanctify our lives and thus shine forth in works of
righteousness, having a saving influence upon the world.
The fruit Jesus is searching to find in his professed
followers is the graces of his spirit developed In our
lives in unselfish acts of mercy, and disinterested
benevolence, and love for those he came to the world to
save. In this way we can best testify that we are working
the works of Christ, and that we have the spirit of our
divine Lord who went about doing good. The responsibilities
of each Christian is proportionate to the talents
entrusted. Christ"s true followers will be fruit bearing
trees. Very many professed Christians act as though they
were in the world to do nothing but to please themselves.
They do not consider that Jesus, their pattern, pleased not
himself, that self-denial and self-sacrifice characterized
his life, and it must characterize their lives, or they
will in the day of God be found wanting. [ST 02-21-78 para.
15] p-. 59, Para. 3, [1878MS].

In the doom of the fig tree, Christ demonstrated how
hateful i1n his eyes are hypocrisy and hollow pretense. Ever
pitiful to the truly penitent, ever ready to receive them
and to heal their maladies, he thus evidenced that the open
sinner i1s In a more favorable condition before God than
professing Christians who bear no fruit to his glory. By
Mrs. E. G. White. [ST 02-21-78 para. 16] p. 60, Para. 1,
[1878MS] .

February 28, 1878. Never Yield the Sabbath. By Mrs. E. G.
White.--We are in receipt of a number of letters from
different individuals, who are believers in our faith,
asking advice upon the matter of keeping the Sabbath. In
their cases, the injunction of the fourth commandment
apparently conflicts with their i1deas of duty or necessity
in other respects. One sister in particular 1Is 1In much
anxiety of mind as to her duty. She is the support of her
aged parents, and could easily maintain them in comfort if
she pursued her work upon the Sabbath. She therefore asks



if the fifth commandment iIs not as binding upon her as the
fourth, and that 1f, in keeping the latter, she should fall
short, in her estimation, of the requirements of the fifth
commandment, would she not be justified in disregarding the
fourth? We deeply sympathize with these tried ones in their
perplexity and distress, and have endeavored to write a few
words of encouragement and advice to them and others who
are suffering under similar trials. [ST 02-28-78 para. 01]
p. 60, Para. 2, [1878MS].

We would say to all who are thus anxious in regard to
their duty, Upon no consideration are you excusable in
violating the fourth commandment. It is no violation of the
Sabbath to perform works of necessity, as ministering to
the sick or aged, and relieving distress. Such works are iIn
perfect harmony with the Sabbath law. Our great Exemplar
was ever active upon the Sabbath, when the necessities of
the sick and suffering came before him. The Pharisees,
because of this, accused him of Sabbath-breaking, as do
many ministers today who are in opposition to the law of
God. But we say, Let God be true, and every man a liar who
dares make this charge against the Saviour. [ST 02-28-78
para. 02] p. 60, Para. 3, [1878MS].

Jesus answered the accusation of the Jews thus, "If ye had
known what this meaneth, I will have mercy and not
sacrifice, ye would not have condemned the guiltless." He
had already declared to them that he had kept his Father-s
commandments. When he was accused of Sabbath-breaking in
the matter of healing the withered hand, he turned upon his
accusers with the question, "Is it lawful to do good on the
Sabbath days, or to do evil? to save life, or to kill?" In
summing up his answer to the questioning of the Pharisees
he said, "Wherefore it is lawful to do well on the Sabbath
days." Here Christ justified his work as in perfect harmony
with the Sabbath law. Ministers who profess to be
embassadors of Christ, yet assert that he did not regard
the Sabbath day, and thus endeavor to justify themselves in
disregarding it, make the same accusation against Christ as
did the Pharisees. They certainly select poor company in
those caviling Jews who persecuted the Redeemer. [ST 02-28-
78 para. 03] p. 60, Para. 4, [1878MS].

It may not be convenient for you and many others to keep
the Sabbath day holy by refraining from worldly business;
but God has not left this matter to our choice; we are not
at liberty to mold our principles according to our



circumstances. His requirements are positive; they are,
Thou shalt, and Thou shalt not; "Six days shalt thou labor
and do all thy work; but the seventh day is the Sabbath of
the Lord thy God; in i1t thou shalt not do any work,' etc.
[ST 02-28-78 para. 04] p. 60, Para. 5, [1878MS].

The fifth commandment is sacred; but if you should
transgress any of the first four precepts of the decalogue,
wherein is revealed the duty of man to his Creator, you
would not be in a favorable position for the sacred
observance of the last six commandments which specify the
duties of man to his fellow man. To break any one of the
commandments which specify the duty of man to God is to
violate the principles of the entire law. The pen of
inspiration records that he who offends in one point is
guilty of offense in all. Thus, should the Sabbath of the
fourth commandment be disregarded, and man prove recreant
to the claims of God upon him, will this disobedience
prepare him to fulfill the requirements of the law which
specifies his duty to his earthly parents? Will his heart
be fitted through transgression of a plain precept of
Jehovah upon the first table of stone, to keep the first
precept on the second table. We are required, by this
commandment, to honor our parents, and we are unnatural
children if we do not obey this precept. But if love and
reverence are due our earthly parents how much more 1is
reverence and love due our heavenly Parent. [ST 02-28-78
para. 05] p. 61, Para. 1, [1878MS].

We take the position that the fifth commandment is binding
upon the son and daughter, although they may be old and
gray-headed. However high or humble their station in life
they will never rise above or fall below their obligation
to obey the Fifth precept of the decalogue, that commands
them to honor their father and mother. Solomon, the wisest
and most exalted monarch that ever sat upon an earthly
throne, has given us an example of filial love and
reverence. He was surrounded by his courtly train,
consisting of the wisest sages and counselors, yet, when
visited by his mother, he laid aside all the customary
ceremonies attending the approach of a subject to an
oriental monarch. The mighty king, in the presence of his
mother, was only her son. His royalty was laid aside, as he
rose from his throne and bowed before her. He then seated
her on his throne, at his right hand. [ST 02-28-78 para.
06] p- 61, Para. 2, [1878MS].



Those who have been taught to obey and honor their earthly
parents will the more readily yield to the claims of their
heavenly Parent, and honor the Creator of man and of the
world. The fifth commandment is the only one of the six to
which a promise i1s annexed: "Honor thy father and thy
mother, that thy days may be long upon the land which the
Lord thy God giveth thee.”™ This carries us forward to the
period when the saints shall possess the kingdom under the
whole heavens, in the renewed earth. [ST 02-28-78 para. 07]
p. 61, Para. 3, [1878MS].

Special blessings are also promised to those who honor and
keep holy the day which God has sanctified and blessed;
and, in giving us the ten commandments, our wise and
merciful Father has not enjoined their observance upon us,
and yet made 1t necessary that, in keeping one, we should
break another of those holy precepts. If the requirements
of parents from their children involves their breaking the
law of God, there should be no question iIn regard to duty.
God"s claims are imperative. The son or daughter should
respectfully say to the parent, 1 love and honor you, my
earthly parents; but I love and fear God more. His commands
must be obeyed at any cost to myself. In thus standing true
to principle the child does not dishonor his parents in the
Bible sense. The purity and firmness of his principles may
be the means of bringing unbelieving parents to realize the
high claims which God has upon them. Should this be the
case will he not have shown in the fullest sense that he
has attained the Bible standard of honoring his parents?
[ST 02-28-78 para. 08] p. 61, Para. 4, [1878MS].

Should he fail iIn bringing the parents he loves to
acknowledge the claims of the fourth commandment, still the
child has met the requirements of God if he has faithfully
done his duty, In meekness and love, to his parents; if he
has shown them the utmost respect, caring for them in
temporal things, as well as spiritual, yet remained firm in
his adherence to the commands of God, notwithstanding their
opposition. There is no more effectual way of proving our
obedience to the fifth commandment, than that of
manifesting our reverence for all God"s holy laws. [ST 02-
28-78 para. 09] p. 62, Para. 1, [1878MS].

Sacrilegious minds and hearts have thought they were
mighty enough to change the times and laws of Jehovah; but,
safe In the archives of heaven, iIn the ark of God, are the
original commandments, written upon the two tables of



stone. No potentate of earth has power to draw forth those
tables from their sacred hiding place beneath the mercy
seat. The fourth precept of the decalogue remains
unchanged, holding the same claims upon man, as when the
ten commandments were thundered, amid smoke and flame, from
the holy mount. [ST 02-28-78 para. 10] p. 62, Para. 2,
[1878MS] .

We observe the equity of God"s requirements in the fourth
commandment: "'Six days shalt thou labor, and do all thy
work; but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy
God."™ The Sovereign of heaven and earth gives us six days
for our own use, and reserves only one for himself, and
upon that he places his blessing, and sanctifies it. He
requires man to sacredly observe that day, not using i1t for
his own worldly advantage or pleasure. It is the tribute
God requires men to render him for the benefits he has
given them. [ST 02-28-78 para. 11] p. 62, Para. 3,
[1878MS] .

We should spend a portion of the Sabbath in religious
meditation, and in considering the blessings and wonders of
God in his created works, manifested alike amid the rugged
mountain scenery, where mountain top rises above mountain
top, where terrible ravines, and rocks broken apart by the
earthquakes, and the lightnings, bear the unmistakable
marks of One who has trodden the mountains in his anger;
and in the softer aspect of nature, where the lofty trees,
the babbling brooks, the green grass and tinted flowers
express the love of the Infinite God. When we behold rugged
mountains, the lesson of Sinai should be repeated to us,
and we should contemplate that scene when Jehovah spake his
law in the hearing of all the vast army of Israel. [ST 02-
28-78 para. 12] p. 62, Para. 4, [1878MS].

The foundation of the Sabbath was laid in Eden, and it is
to be perpetuated through all time and eternity. The sin of
Adam caused his expulsion from Eden. Fearful iIndeed was the
curse pronounced upon the transgressor of the law of God.
While we deplore the sin and fall of Adam, let us beware of
following his example of disobedience. Thank God that the
Sabbath iInstitution was not included in the blessings lost
with Eden. That sacred institution does not rest upon vain
speculation; the authority and evidence sustaining It are
strong and irresistible; Infidelity may assail it, yet it
remains incontrovertible. [ST 02-28-78 para. 13] p. 62,
Para. 5, [1878MS].



God 1n mercy has sent light and messages of warning to the
world in reference to his law which has been trampled upon.
There i1s a people who reverence and fear God, and who
respond to his messages of warning, who repent of their
transgression of the law of God, and, through faith in the
merits of Christ, receive pardon for their transgression.
God, through his prophet commends, and gives precious
promises to those who keep the Sabbath of the Lord: "And
they that be of thee shall build the old waste places; thou
shalt raise up the foundations of many generations; and
thou shalt be called the repairer of the breach, the
restorer of paths to dwell iIn." [ST 02-28-78 para. 14] p.
62, Para. 6, [1878MS].

The prophet here refers to the breach made in the law of
God, by the breaking down of the Sabbath of the fourth
commandment. This precept has been made waste by the man of
sin; and the professed Christian world has accepted a day
which he has substituted for the sanctified Sabbath of the
Lord. Shall we be of the number who are repairing the
breach made in the law of God? or shall we be of the number
who receive the mark of the beast, by observing the human
institution rather than the divine, thus nourishing the
child of papacy? [ST 02-28-78 para. 15] p. 63, Para. 1,
[1878MS] .

We do not write thus because we suppose you ignhorant of
the evidences of the Sabbath, and the binding claims of the
entire law of God; but we desire to refresh your minds,
that you may become established in the present truth. [ST
02-28-78 para. 16] p. 63, Para. 2, [1878MS].

Those who have accepted unpopular truth have always been
obliged to make great sacrifices. Persecution has fallen
heavily upon some. We have the lives of the apostles as our
ensamples; but above all we have the life of Christ our
great Exemplar presented before us. The beloved disciple
tells us he was banished to the isle of Patmos, "For the
word of God, for the testimony of Jesus Christ.” While on
that desolate i1sland, to his unspeakable joy, his dear
Master and Lord stood before him, the very one with whom he
had walked and talked when they were together in the world,
upon whose bosom he had leaned, whose great heart of love
had beat beneath the pressure of his head, whose sufferings
he had witnessed, and whose visage had been marred more
than the sons of men. [ST 02-28-78 para. 17] p. 63, Para.



3, [1878MS].

The Saviour was revealed to John, not in his humiliation,
but 1n his majesty, as he now is, and as he will be
revealed when he shall come In his glory. John saw not a
Saviour on the cross, not a man of sorrows, but the
glorified Son of God, clothed In a garment of light, and
girded with a golden girdle. His eyes were like a flame of
fire, his feet like brass when it gleams In a furnace. The
sound of his voice was like the sound of many waters; and
his countenance shone like the sun in iIts noonday splendor.
[ST 02-28-78 para. 18] p. 63, Para. 4, [1878MS].

The world may not appreciate our faith; they may laugh and
sneer at our peculiarities of belief; we may be derided for
not following the customs of the world. The word of God
declares that the world knows us not, because it knew him
not. But when Christ comes to earth again he will appear
glorious as John saw him to be; and we have the precious
promise that "we shall be like him, for we shall see him as
he 1s." We must look away from the difficulties of our
present position, and fasten our eyes on the glories of our
heavenly home, taking courage at the prospect of that
bright future when we shall see Christ as he is, and be
made like unto him. [ST 02-28-78 para. 19] p. 63, Para. 5,
[1878MS] .

John found in his solitude and exile that the Lord had not
forgotten him. From this we may learn that God is a shield
and helper iIn every emergency, to those who believe and
trust In him. When surrounded by difficulties, dangers, and
discouragements, we must not yield faith and principle, but
cherish every precious ray of light granted us, and be true
to our God given responsibilities. [ST 02-28-78 para. 20]
p. 63, Para. 6, [1878MS].

You who are perplexed and afflicted, look up and be
encouraged. Commit your ways in faith to the sympathizing
Redeemer. He has identified his interests with yours, and
is afflicted in your affliction. He will help you bear your
burdens. Never give up the Sabbath. Hold fast the
sanctified day, and the promises which God has attached to
its observance. Is it reasonable to suppose that God would
make you more prosperous in transgressing his law than in
rendering cheerful obedience to it? How easily could his
hand hedge up the way which Satan now presents to you in
such a flattering light. God promises his Israel that if



they will keep his statutes and his laws he will bless them
in their houses, in their fields and in all their
undertakings; but if they disobey his holy statutes his
curse will fall upon them. May God help you to understand
that he who feeds and cares for the ravens will not forget
his children. By Mrs. E. G. White. [ST 02-28-78 para. 21]
p. 64, Para. 1, [1878MS].

March 7, 1878. The Law from Sinai. By Mrs. E. G. White.--
When the children of Israel left Rephidim they pursued
their journey, winding up a narrow opening through the bold
granite rocks of the desert mountains. They gradually
ascended higher and higher, until there opened before them
a wide extended plain, enclosed by granite ridges and
mountain peaks towering toward the heavens. Horeb"s range
stood before them In somber majesty, its rocky crags
towering aloft directed the eyes of the travelers
heavenward. Awful, silent grandeur reigned over all. What a
contrast was this scene to the busy activity of Egypt! Here
there was nothing to distract the mind, nothing to speak to
the senses but the stern granite pinnacles pointing toward
heaven. God had commanded Moses to bring his people to this
place of natural solitude and sublimity, that they might
hear his voice, and receive the statute book of heaven. [ST
03-07-78 para. 01] p-. 64, Para. 2, [1878MS].

Fifty days previous to this the pillar of fire had lighted
the path through the Red Sea that God had miraculously
opened before the marching multitudes of his people. They
had since then made their way slowly onward through the
desert; and God, by his miraculous power, had wrought for
them in their necessity. When they were parched with thirst
they had murmured against God, forgetful of what he had
done for them; but God did not forget them, he gave them
water from the flinty rock, and rained down bread from
heaven to satisfy their hunger; and, through his
providence, taught them lessons of faith in his power. [ST
03-07-78 para. 02] p. 64, Para. 3, [1878MS].

The whole congregation of Israel now encamped in the
plain, in full view of Mount Horeb. Then followed the days
of preparation for the great scene which was to make a most
vivid impression upon their minds. The Lord gave Moses
express directions In regard to this preparation which must
be made by his people. "And the Lord said unto Moses, go
unto the people and sanctify them today and tomorrow; and
let them wash their clothes, and be ready against the third



day; for the third day the Lord will come down in the sight
of all the people, upon Mount Sinai." The people were
required to refrain from worldly care, and to cultivate
devotional thoughts to put away their sins, to be free from
all personal uncleanness, and to cherish an abiding sense
of the holiness of God whose voice they were soon to hear.
[ST 03-07-78 para. 03] p. 64, Para. 4, [18738MS].

God commanded Moses to put bounds around the mount, that
no man or beast should touch 1t, for God was to sanctify
the mount by his presence, and the contact of sinful man
with that divine presence would result in the iInstant death
of the former. The people moved about, making these solemn
preparations with subdued deportment, and hushed voices,
while their eyes were iInstinctively drawn toward the rugged
heights of Mount Horeb. They obeyed the directions of Moses
with alacrity, waiting to hear the words of God spoken
through him, telling them what next they should do. [ST 03-
07-78 para. 04] p. 64, Para. 5, [1878MS].

The camp was now alive with subdued excitement and
expectancy. At length the trumpet is lifted to the lips of
Moses, and the word peals forth, Let all the people come
now and meet with God! The trumpeters, who have been
waiting for this signal, take up the sound and repeat the
command all along the line, wakening the resounding echoes
of the mountains. The people obey the summons, and hurry
from their tents with pale and anxious faces. They gather
around the mount, and stand with bated breath, in solemn
awe. Every murmur is hushed until the stillness i1s painful.
Suddenly the mighty pealing of a trumpet is heard from the
mount, followed by terrific thunder and lightning, while an
earthquake shakes the mountain from base to summit, and,
from the black and terrible cloud hanging over it like a
pall, issues smoke and fiery flames. [ST 03-07-78 para. 05]
p. 65, Para. 1, [1878MS].

The deafening thunder reverberates from mountain top to
mountain top, and seems to roll with awful power down the
sides of Mount Horeb, and resound throughout the earth. It
appears to the people that the mountain will be shattered
into fragments and fall upon and cover them. The Hebrews
fall prostrate to hide from their eyes the mystery and
grandeur of the mount as it groans and trembles under the
footsteps of the God of heaven. Wives cling to their
husbands and children to their parents iIn terror, many
begging to be removed from the fearful scene. Long



concealed sins were there confessed iIn broken utterances,
and repentance and humility softened the hearts and subdued
the spirits of the most hardened and reckless. [ST 03-07-78
para. 06] p. 65, Para. 2, [1878MS].

The Lord now calls to Moses. He answers to the call. Then
the Lord bids him come up to him into the mount. The eyes
of all are turned toward their leader. Will he dare to go?
Moses did not hesitate to obey, but with calm and trustful
faith, passed up the quivering mountain with slow and
solemn steps, amid smoke and flame, and is lost to the
sight of the astonished people, while the mount remained
shrouded in darkness, and volumes of thunder rolled down
its quaking sides. At length Moses descends the mount. [ST
03-07-78 para. 07] p-. 65, Para. 3, [1878MS].

The scene increases in awful grandeur as God speaks forth
his holy law. At length the people instinctively retreat
from the mount leaving Moses standing alone. The majesty
and terror of this scene brings vividly before our minds
the solemn events of the judgment, when the Prince of
heaven shall come the second time, and the loud voice of
the trumpet shall resound from one end of the earth to the
other, penetrate the prison house of death, and break the
sleep of the dead, who shall come forward to receive
according to the deeds done in the body. [ST 03-07-78 para.
08] p- 65, Para. 4, [1878MS].

The Hebrews in terror cried to Moses, 'Speak thou with us,
and let not the Lord speak to us lest we die.”™ They did not
discern their Advocate with the Father, standing between
him and sinful man, and claiming the erring people of
Israel as the purchase of his own blood. They did not
recognize in the voice that caused them such terror the
voice of the angel that had conducted their travels from
Egypt to Sinai. [ST 03-07-78 para. 09] p. 65, Para. 5,
[1878MS] .

Many can only discern in Sinai"s God a Sovereign,
Legislator, and Judge; but he has also given us there a
true portrayal of his character as a loving as well as a
just Father in this record, "And the Lord passed by before
him, and proclaimed, The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and
gracious, longsuffering, and abundant In goodness and
truth, keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and
transgression and sin, and that will by no means clear the
guilty; visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the



children, and upon the children®s children, unto the third
and to the fourth generation.' [ST 03-07-78 para. 10] p-
65, Para. 6, [1878MS].

The Sovereign of the world has made known, in the ten
commandments, the principles that should govern mankind. He
requires the implicit obedience of his subjects, and if
they refuse this, they are disloyal to the God of heaven.
Two mighty principles are declared in those ten precepts.
On the fTirst table of stone were inscribed the four
precepts showing the duty of man to God; and on the second
table were the six showing the duty of man to his fellow
man. Christ, who spoke the law, declared that all the law
and the prophets hang upon the two chief commandments that
illustrate those two great principles. They contain in
brief the whole duty of man, to love God supremely and to
love his neighbor as himself. [ST 03-07-78 para. 11] p.
66, Para. 1, [1878MS].

The law of the ten commandments, given in awful grandeur
from Sinai, can never be repealed while the heavens and the
earth remain. All enlightened law and government had its
origin in those ten words of the Almighty. Those who speak
slightingly of the moral code are blinded by sin, and are
on the side of the great rebel, who has ever been at war
with the law of God which is the foundation of his
government in heaven and on earth. When God issues a
proclamation that men are guiltless if they cease to love
him, to reverence his name, and to keep holy his Sabbath--
then, and not till then will the law of God be abrogated.
[ST 03-07-78 para. 12] p. 66, Para. 2, [1878MS].

God requires of his subjects obedience, not to nine-tenths
of the law, but to every one of the ten precepts. They are
like the links of a chain; 1f one iIs broken the chain is of
no value. The violation of one commandment makes us
commandment breakers; and we must yield willing obedience
to all the precepts of Jehovah i1f we would be true
commandment-keepers, for ""He that offendeth in one part is
guilty of all.”™ [ST 03-07-78 para. 13] p. 66, Para. 3,
[1878MS] .

Those who profess to be ministers of God, yet teach the
people that God"s holy law has no longer any claims upon
them, are working directly against Christ. They say to the
sinner, You are no longer under the terror of Sinai, and
the bondage of the law; only come to Jesus, and believe iIn



him and you will be saved. But how can these teachers
define sin to their hearers? The apostle Paul gives us this
definition, "Sin iIs the transgression of the law. What
shall we say then, is the law sin? Nay, 1 had not known sin
but by the law, for 1 had not known lust, except the law
had said, Thou shalt not covet. For without the law sin was
dead; for I was alive without the law once; but when the
commandment came sin revived and 1 died, wherefore the law
is holy, and the commandment holy, and just, and good.' [ST
03-07-78 para. 14] p-. 66, Para. 4, [1878MS].

David exclaims, "The law of the Lord is perfect converting
the soul.” David had transgressed the law, and the law held
him a prisoner until he repented of his sin, and was
pardoned through faith in the virtue of the promised
Redeemer. There is no power in the law to remove a single
defect, nor to save the sinner from the consequence of his
transgression. But when the sinner is convicted by the
light of the law, then he has a work to do: Repentance
toward God because of transgression of his law, and faith
toward our Lord Jesus Christ, the sinners substitute and
surety. Then pardon and free salvation may be his. But
Jesus Christ will never save any one who has a knowledge of
the law of God, yet lives iIn transgression of i1t. [ST 03-
07-78 para. 15] p. 66, Para. 5, [1878MS].

Christ came to earth to maintain and exalt the divine law,
by himself suffering the penalty of sin, and to thereby
evidence that God will in no wise clear the guilty. Many
claim that the law of God i1s done away with; but Christ
said: "Until heaven and earth pass away, nhot one jot or
tittle shall pass from the law till all be fulfilled.” The
ceremonial law of sacrificial offerings, pointing to
Christ, ceased at the death of Christ, but his mission to
earth was to vindicate the supreme law of God, not to annul
it. If this latter could have been done, the Son of God
need not have died to redeem sinful man. But because the
law of God was as changeless as his character, it was
necessary in order to preserve the authority of the
universal Sovereign, and at the same time save man from the
consequences of his transgression, that Jesus Christ should
die, a sinless offering for a sinful world. The death of
Christ therefore testifies to the immutability of God"s
law. [ST 03-07-78 para. 16] p. 67, Para. 1, [1878MS].

Many accept nine of the commandments, but are troubled
about the fourth. They see no fault in the first, which



commands that we should have no gods before the Infinite
One, neither in the second, which prohibits image worship,
nor in the third which provides against the profanation of
God®"s name. But the fourth seems difficult for them to
comprehend; and they inquire why the world at large, and
the churches do not observe the seventh day, and especially
why the ministers do not teach i1ts observance from their
pulpits. [ST 03-07-78 para. 17] p. 67, Para. 2, [1878MS].

Ministers decide to accept a papal institution in the
place of the day which God sanctified and blessed, rather
than to be singular from the world, and incur the
inconveniences resulting from such a reform. But their
disloyalty does not excuse others in showing disrespect to
the God of heaven, by trampling upon the sanctity of the
day he has set apart for man to observe. [ST 03-07-78 para.
18] p-. 67, Para. 3, [1878MS].

The fourth commandment is the only one that defines who is
the living God. It points us back to creation, and to Eden:
"For in six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth,
and rested on the seventh day; wherefore the Lord blessed
and sanctified the seventh day.' Thus this precept bears
the signet or seal of the Creator. The fourth commandment
occupies a central position In those regulations which
define man"s duty to God, and to his fellow men. It is the
golden link which unites finite man to the Infinite God.
What authority has man to flout at or object to this
prominent precept more than to any one of the other nine?
[ST 03-07-78 para. 19] p. 67, Para. 4, [1878MS].

The specific rules for the government of the social and
religious life of the Hebrews, were given to Moses for the
Israelites, and embraced the principles of the ten
commandments. But those commandments themselves spoken by
the voice of God iIn hearing of all the people, and engraven
on the two tables of stone, were given for the benefit of
all mankind, and were to endure through all time. Because
the transgression of the fourth commandment is so general,
does not lessen the sin of the transgressor. God holds man
responsible for the observance of every one of his
precepts. [ST 03-07-78 para. 20] p. 67, Para. 5, [1878MS].

Because the professed teachers of the people declare that
the Sabbath law is no longer binding upon man, shall we lay
aside our Bibles to accept their statement? Shall we trust
our-souls to the ministers? Can they answer for us in the



day of God? When Christ announced that he was the Anointed
One, 1If the Jews had searched the Scriptures for
themselves, to ascertain if his words were true, they would
not have been wrapped in error and bigotry. But they
believed what the priests and rulers told them, that Christ
was an impostor, and darkness closed about them. We do not
wish to place ourselves in a position similar to that of
the unbelieving Jews. We would follow the injunction of our
Saviour: "Search the Scriptures, for in them ye think ye
have eternal life; and they are they which testify of me."
[ST 03-07-78 para. 21] p. 67, Para. 6, [1878MS].

The transgressor of the divine law will be in a fearful
position in the day of God. No tears or prayers, or
reformation can justify him before the Almighty. There is
but one name given under heaven and among men that can save
the sinner from the condemnation of the law. The name of
Jesus is efficacious to the sinner during his probation.
Jesus never broke the law of his Father; he honored and
magnified it, and bore its curse for us. Repentance toward
God, and simple faith in the blood of Christ, and obedience
to the law of God will save the sinner; for Christ will
then impute to him his righteous character. But the blood
of Christ will never atone for a sin unrepented and
unconfessed. [ST 03-07-78 para. 22] p. 68, Para. 1,
[1878MS] .

Oh that the people would seek wisdom for themselves, and
consider the great truths of God"s word! Their eternal
interests are involved iIn these matters, and none can
afford to make a mistake. All our difficulties and
questioning doubts will depart, if we but accept Christ as
our teacher, and learn wisdom of him. By Mrs. E. G. White.
[ST 03-07-78 para. 23] p. 68, Para. 2, [1878MS].

March 14, 1878. The Law and the Gospel. By Mrs. E. G.
White.--When the Jews rejected Christ they rejected the
foundation of their faith. And, on the other hand, the
Christian world of today who claim faith in Christ, but
reject the law of God are making a mistake similar to that
of the deceived Jews. Those who profess to cling to Christ,
centering their hopes on him, while they pour contempt upon
the moral law, and the prophecies, are In no safer position
than were the unbelieving Jews. They cannot understandingly
call sinners to repentance, for they are unable to properly
explain what they are to repent of. The sinner, upon being
exhorted to forsake his sins, has a right to ask, What is



sin? Those who respect the law of God can answer, Sin 1s
the transgression of the law. In confirmation of this the
apostle Paul says, | had not known sin but by the law. [ST
03-14-78 para. 01] p-. 68, Para. 3, [1878MS].

Those only who acknowledge the binding claim of the moral
law can explain the nature of the atonement. Christ came to
mediate between God and man, to make man one with God by
bringing him into allegiance to his law. There was no power
in the law to pardon its transgressor. Jesus alone could
pay the sinner®s debt. But the fact that Jesus has paid the
indebtedness of the repentant sinner does not give him
license to continue in transgression of the law of God; but
he must henceforth live in obedience to that law. [ST 03-
14-78 para. 02] p. 68, Para. 4, [1878MS].

The law of God existed before the creation of man or else
Adam could not have sinned. After the transgression of Adam
the principles of the law were not changed, but were
definitely arranged and expressed to meet man in his fallen
condition. Christ, in counsel with his Father, instituted
the system of sacrificial offerings: that death, instead of
being immediately visited upon the transgressor, should be
transferred to a victim which should prefigure the great
and perfect offering of the Son of God. [ST 03-14-78 para.
03] p- 68, Para. 5, [1878MS].

The sins of the people were transferred in figure to the
officiating priest, who was a mediator for the people. The
priest could not himself become an offering for sin, and
make an atonement with his life, for he was also a sinner.
Therefore, instead of suffering death himself, he killed a
lamb without blemish; the penalty of sin was transferred to
the innocent beast, which thus became his immediate
substitute, and typified the perfect offering of Jesus
Christ. Through the blood of this victim, man looked
forward by faith to the blood of Christ which would atone
for the sins of the world. [ST 03-14-78 para. 04] p. 68,
Para. 6, [1878MS].

IT Adam had not transgressed the law of God, the
ceremonial law would never have been instituted. The gospel
of good news was first given to Adam in the declaration
made to him that the seed of the woman should bruise the
serpent®s head; and it was handed down through successive
generations to Noah, Abraham, and Moses. The knowledge of
God*"s law, and the plan of salvation were imparted to Adam



and Eve by Christ himself. They carefully treasured the
important lesson, and transmitted i1t by word of mouth, to
their children, and children®s children. Thus the knowledge
of God"s law was preserved. [ST 03-14-78 para. 05] p. 69,
Para. 1, [1878MS].

Men lived nearly a thousand years iIn those days, and
angels visited them with instruction directly from Christ.
The worship of God through sacrificial offerings was
established, and those who feared God acknowledged their
sins before him, and looked forward with gratitude and holy
trust to the coming of the Day Star, which should guide the
fallen sons of Adam to heaven, through repentance toward
God and faith toward our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
Thus the gospel was preached in every sacrifice; and the
works of the believers continually revealed their faith iIn
a coming Saviour. Jesus said to the Jews: "For had ye
believed Moses, ye would have believed me; for he wrote of
me. But 1If ye believe not his writings, how shall ye
believe my words?'" [ST 03-14-78 para. 06] p. 69, Para. 2,
[1878MS] .

It was impossible, however, for Adam, by his example and
precepts to stay the tide of woe which his transgression
had brought upon men. Unbelief crept into the hearts of
men. The children of Adam present the earliest example of
the two different courses pursued by men with regard to the
claims of God. Abel saw Christ figured in the sacrificial
offerings. Cain was an unbeliever iIn regard to the
necessity of sacrifices; he refused to discern that Christ
was typified by the slain lamb; the blood of beasts
appeared to him without virtue. The gospel was preached to
Cain as well as to his brother; but it was to him a savor
of death unto death, because he would not recognize, in the
blood of the sacrificial Lamb, Jesus Christ the only
provision made for man"s salvation. [ST 03-14-78 para. 07]
p. 69, Para. 3, [1878MS].

Our Saviour, in his life and death, fulfilled all the
prophecies pointing to himself, and was the substance of
all the types and shadows signified. He kept the moral law,
and exalted it by answering its claims as man*s
representative. Those of Israel who turned to the Lord, and
accepted Christ as the reality shadowed forth by the
typical sacrifices, discerned the end of that which was to
be abolished. The obscurity covering the Jewish system as a
vail, was to them as the vail which covered the glory upon



the face of Moses. The glory upon the face of Moses was the
reflection of that light which Christ came into the world
to bring for the benefit of man. [ST 03-14-78 para. 08] p-
69, Para. 4, [1878MS].

While Moses was shut in the mount with God, the plan of
salvation, dating from the fall of Adam, was revealed to
him In a most forcible manner. He then knew that the very
angel who was conducting the travels of the children of
Israel was to be revealed In the flesh. God"s dear Son, who
was one with the Father, was to make all men one with God
who would believe on, and trust in him. Moses saw the true
significance of the sacrificial offerings. Christ taught
the gospel plan to Moses, and the glory of the gospel,
through Christ, illuminated the countenance of Moses so
that the people could not look upon i1t. [ST 03-14-78 para.
09] p- 69, Para. 5, [1878MS].

Moses himself was unconscious of the beaming glory
reflected upon his face, and knew not why the children of
Israel fled from him when he approached them. He called
them to him, but they dared not look upon that glorified
face. When Moses learned that the people could not look
upon his face, because of i1ts glory, he covered it with a
vail. [ST 03-14-78 para. 10] p. 70, Para. 1, [1878MS].

The glory upon the face of Moses was exceedingly painful
to the children of Israel because of their transgression of
God®"s holy law. This is an i1llustration of the feelings of
those who violate the law of God. They desire to remove
from its penetrating light which is a terror to the
transgressor, while it seems holy, just, and good to the
loyal. Those only who have a just regard for the law of God
can rightly estimate the atonement of Christ which was made
necessary by the violation of the Father"s law. [ST 03-14-
78 para. 11] p. 70, Para. 2, [1878MS].

Those who cherish the view that there was no Saviour 1in
the old dispensation, have as dark a vail over their
understanding as did the Jews who rejected Christ. The Jews
acknowledged their faith in a Messiah to come in the
offering of sacrifices which typified Christ. Yet when
Jesus appeared, Tulfilling all the prophecies regarding the
promised Messiah, and doing works that marked him as the
divine son of God; they rejected him, and refused to accept
the plainest evidence of his true character. The Christian
church, on the other hand, who profess the utmost faith iIn



Christ, iIn despising the Jewish system virtually deny
Christ, who was the originator of the entire Jewish
economy. By Mrs. E. G. White. [ST 03-14-78 para. 12] p.-
70, Para. 3, [1878MS].

March 21, 1878. The Sins of the Pharisees. By Mrs. E. G.
White.--"Then spake Jesus to the multitude, and to his
disciples, saying, The scribes and the Pharisees sit iIn
Moses™ seat. All therefore whatsoever they bid you observe,
that observe and do; but do not ye after their works; for
they say, and do not."™ The scribes and Pharisees claimed to
be invested with divine authority similar to that of Moses.
They assumed to take his place as expounders of the law and
judges of the people. As such they claimed all deference
and obedience from the people. But Jesus admonished his
hearers to observe and do that which the priests taught
according to the law, but not to follow their example, for
they neglected the duties which they taught others to
observe. [ST 03-21-78 para. 01] p. 70, Para. 4, [1878MS].

The Saviour made i1t plain to all that he held no personal
grievance against the scribes and Pharisees,
notwithstanding their abuse of him; but he openly condemned
their characters and acts as directly opposed to their
teachings, and therefore not to be imitated. Said he, "They
bind heavy burdens and grievous to be borne, and lay them
on men®s shoulders; but they themselves will not move them
with one of their fingers.”™ The Pharisees enjoined a
multitude of minute regulations having their foundation iIn
tradition, and unreasonably restraining personal liberty of
action. [ST 03-21-78 para. 02] p. 70, Para. 5, [1878MS].

God forbade the eating of unclean beasts, not to exercise
an arbitrary authority, but to preserve the life and health
of his people. In order for them to retain their faculties
of mind and body, it was necessary that their blood should
be kept pure, by eating simple, healthful food. He
therefore specified the animals least objectionable for
food. The leading Jews who delighted in teaching and in
administering the law, carried the prohibitions of God to
unreasonable lengths, making life a burden of ceremonies
and restrictions. They carried the regulations of eating
and drinking so far that the mind was kept on a continual
strain in discriminating between what was considered clean
and unclean, and in following out the multitude of
injunctions imposed by the priests. All the water was
strained lest the presence of the smallest speck or insect



might render it unclean, and therefore unfit to use. They
were in constant fear of infringing upon customs and
traditions which were taught to them as portions of the
law. [ST 03-21-78 para. 03] p. 70, Para. 6, [1878MS].

The Pharisees by their endless round of forms, fastened
the minds of the people upon external services to the
neglect of true religion. They failed to connect the
thought of Christ with their ceremonies, and, having
forsaken the fountain of living water, hewed out for
themselves broken cisterns that could hold no water. [ST
03-21-78 para. 04] p. 71, Para. 1, [1878MS].

The priests, scribes and rulers not only rejected Christ
themselves but took the most unfair means to prejudice the
people against him, deceiving them by false reports and
gross misrepresentations. Said Jesus: "Woe unto you,
scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye shut up the
kingdom of heaven against men; for ye neither go iIn
yourselves, neither suffer ye them that are entering to go
in." These words, condemning this sin of the Pharisees, are
applicable to all who follow their example. In all ages of
the world truth has been unpopular; its doctrines are not
congenial to the natural mind. The cold professor, the
bigot and hypocrite are not willing to accept that which
searches the heart, and reproves the life. Some ministers
turn the ears of the people from truth unto fables,
stopping at nothing that will help to carry out their
purpose. They even stoop to pervert the words and malign
the characters of those who receive and love the precious
truths of God, and labor to bring others to a knowledge of
them. [ST 03-21-78 para. 05] p. 71, Para. 2, [1878MS].

The Saviour pronounced a woe on those who, imitating the
great rebel, compass all difficulties to make one
proselyte. Said he, "Woe unto you scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites! for ye compass sea and land to make one
proselyte, and when he is made, ye make him twofold more
the child of hell than yourselves.”™ Those whom he addressed
would resort to any species of deception in order to gain
influence with the people, and prevent them from believing
and obeying the truth. The Saviour declared of them: "Ye
are of your father, the devil, and the lusts of your father
ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning and abode
not In the truth, because there is no truth in him; when he
speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own; for he is a liar
and the father of it." These cutting words were applied to



those who made the highest pretensions to godliness, and
who regarded all other nations as contemptible iIn the sight
of God. [ST 03-21-78 para. 06] p. 71, Para. 3, [1878MS].

Just such zealous adversaries of the truth are met i1n our
day. They leave no means untried to subvert the minds and
consciences of men. They originate falsehoods, and find
plenty ready to believe them. They have taken step after
step away from the light into darkness, until the light has
become darkness to them. They possess a determined zeal,
which savors of honesty, and appears to many as such. They
are willing to make great sacrifices and endure rebuffs for
the sake of attaining their object, returning again and
again to the same point, seeking to turn souls away from
the divine truth unto superstitions and fables. These pious
pretenders come as angels of light, professing deep
experience in the things of God, while they are doing the
work of Satan. Those whom they succeed in gaining become
even worse than themselves; such i1s the downward road to
ruin. Jesus says of this latter class, "Ye make him twofold
more the child of hell than yourselves.” [ST 03-21-78 para.
07] p- 71, Para. 4, [1878MS].

The Saviour continued: "Woe unto you, ye blind guides, who
say, Whosoever shall swear by the temple, it is nothing;
but whosoever shall swear by the gold of the temple, he is
a debtor! Ye fools and blind; for whether is greater, the
gold or the temple that sanctifieth the gold? And,
Whosoever shall swear by the altar, 1t i1s nothing; but
whosoever sweareth by the gift that is upon It he is
guilty. Ye fools and blind; for whether is greater, the
gift, or the altar that sanctifieth the gift?" The priests
interpreted the requirements of God to meet their false and
narrow standard. They presumed to make nice distinctions
between the comparative guilt of various sins, passing over
some lightly, assigning as an excuse that the end justified
the means, while errors of perhaps less consequence were
treated as unpardonable. These blind guides so confused the
minds of their followers in regard to sin and the proper
standard of holiness, that they were destined to eventually
perish with their leaders. [ST 03-21-78 para. 08] p. 71,
Para. 5, [1878MS].

The Pharisees took upon themselves the responsibility of
deciding concerning the burdens and duties of others
according to the judgment of their own carnal minds. They
accepted money from persons in return for excusing them



from their vows, and In some cases, crimes of an aggravated
character were passed over in consideration of large sums
of money paid to the authorities by the transgressor. At
the same time these hypocritical priests were exact iIn the
matter of sacrifices and ceremonies, as if it were possible
for cold forms to blot out the unrepented sins of their
daily lives. [ST 03-21-78 para. 09] p. 72, Para. 1,
[1878MS] .

The Lord said unto Samuel, "Hath the Lord as great delight
in burnt offerings and in sacrifices as iIn obeying the
voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better than
sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams.”™ No outward
service, even in that which is required by God can be a
substitute for an obedient life. The Creator desires heart
service of his creatures. [ST 03-21-78 para. 10] p. 72,
Para. 2, [1878MS].

God has said through Hosea, "For 1 desired mercy and not
sacrifice, and the knowledge of God more than burnt
offerings. But they like men have transgressed the
covenant; there have they dealt treacherously against me."
The many sacrifices of the Jews and the flowing of blood to
atone for sins for which they felt no true repentance was
ever repugnant to God. He spoke through Micah saying,
"Wherewith shall 1 come before the Lord, and bow myself
before the high God? shall 1 come before him with burnt
offerings, with calves of a year old? Will the Lord be
pleased with thousands of rams, or with ten thousands of
rivers of oil? shall 1 give my firstborn for my
transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?
He hath showed thee, O man, what is good; and what doeth
the Lord require of thee, but to do justly, and to love
mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?" [ST 03-21-78 para.
11] p- 72, Para. 3, [1878MS].

Costly gifts and a semblance of holiness cannot win the
favor of God. He requires for his mercies a contrite
spirit, a heart open to the light of truth, love and
compassion for our fellow men and a spirit refusing to be
bribed through avarice or self-love. The priests and rulers
were destitute for these essentials to God"s favor, and
their most precious gifts and gorgeous ceremonies were an
abomination in his eyes. [ST 03-21-78 para. 12] p. 72,
Para. 4, [1878MS].

The Pharisees built expensive monuments to the dead



prophets, pretending to deplore the sins of their fathers
in rejecting, persecuting and slaying the chosen servants
of God. At the same time they were burning with rage
against the greatest prophet the world had ever seen,
simply because he revealed and reproved their sins. They
not only manifested the same spirit of hatred which had
actuated their fathers, but were doing tenfold worse than
they i1n opposing and plotting against the divine Son of
God. [ST 03-21-78 para. 13] p. 72, Para. 5, [1878MS].

These men whom Jesus exposed in SO unsparing a manner
should be a warning to those who reject the light of truth.
They had gone step by step Into darkness, rejecting the
evidences that Jesus was the true Messiah, until the
obscurity of their minds was so great that they called
righteousness sin and sin righteousness. They evinced the
same malice that actuated Satan against Christ in heaven,
and for the same reason, because of the superior goodness
of the Son of God. They were iIndeed the children of Satan.
They condemned the acts of their forefathers in persecuting
the prophets, and assumed to be the representatives of
those holy men of God who died for their faith; they built
the tombs of the prophets and garnished their sepulchers,
and said one to another, If we had lived In those days we
should not have been partakers with those who shed the
blood of God"s servants, yet at the same time they were
planning to destroy the Son of God, and would not have
hesitated to imbrue their hands in his blood if they had
not feared the people. [ST 03-21-78 para. 14] p. 72, Para.
6, [1878MS].

The condition of the Pharisees should be a lesson to the
Christian world of the present day. It should open their
eyes to the power of Satan to deceive human minds when they
once turn from the precious light of truth, and yield to
the control of the enemy. Many who make exalted professions
today are following in the track of the Pharisees. They
zealously cherish the memory of the prophets, even as the
Pharisees were zealous in building and decorating their
tombs. They declare that, had they lived in the days when
Christ was upon the earth, they would have gladly received
his teachings and obeyed them. But if these very persons
had been placed in a similar position with the Jews, they
would have done no better than they who crucified the
Saviour. [ST 03-21-78 para. 15] p. 73, Para. 1, [1878MS].

Unpopular truth is no more acceptable to Pharisaical,



self-righteous hearts today than when Christ walked the
earth, a man among men. [ST 03-21-78 para. 16] p. 73,
Para. 2, [1878MS].

IT Christians were to be tested now as were the Jews at
the first advent of Christ, few would accept him wrapped in
his garment of humanity, living a life of humiliation and
poverty. The Christian world can accept Messiah as a King
at the right hand of God in heaven, but their hearts reject
a Saviour of humility and self-sacrifice; they shrink from
the cross of Christ, even as did the haughty Pharisees. Few
indeed imitate the example of Jesus, and follow his
teachings iIn their daily lives. He has exhorted his
disciples to follow in his footsteps. Many are in as great
blindness concerning the plan of salvation as were the
Pharisees, who professed obedience to God while they
rejected Him who came to work out their salvation, that
their efforts to gain a righteous character should have
virtue with God through the sinner®s Advocate and
substitute. [ST 03-21-78 para. 17] p. 73, Para. 3,
[1878MS] .

IT man sacrifices righteous principles and truth because
he can thus avoid persecution and trial in this life, he
may obtain the friendship of the world, but will lose the
favor of God. He barters his eternal welfare for trifling
considerations. But he that obeys the requirements of
Christ, neither looking nor planning for his own
convenience, preferring even to sacrifice his temporal life
rather than turn from the light of truth will secure the
reward of the future immortal life. Jesus has said, "He
that loveth his life shall lose it; and he that hateth his
life in this world shall keep i1t unto life eternal." By
Mrs. E. G. White. [ST 03-21-78 para. 18] p. 73, Para. 4,
[1878MS] .

May 9, 1878. Sanctification through the Truth.--We who
profess to keep the commandments of God, are not beyond the
temptations of Satan. The history of the Jews was written
for our benefit, upon whom the ends of the world are come,
that we should not murmur as they did; that we should not
be filled with ambition and pride as they were; that we
should avoid their example of wrong doing, and not fall as
they fell. In the sacred word of God the history of Israel
Is spread out before us for our instruction. Are we making
the most of the information given us, or are we merely
following in the footsteps of the Pharisees, merely



pretending to be connected with God, bearing the leaves of
the profession, but not the fruit. We have the truth of
God, the most precious, sacred truth that was ever given to
the world; the truth that was likened to a golden chain,
being let down, link after link, from heaven to earth for
us to grasp. Yet, we may profess to grasp the golden links
of truth, and still not be sanctified by i1t. Like the
pretentious fig tree, we may be covered with leaves but be
destitute of fruit. While we know that the truth we hold is
as firm as the everlasting hills, how many of us are ready
to settle down upon the theory of that truth, without
having evidence that Christ is in them, and they in Christ?
How many are content to pass on from day to day without
experiencing its sanctifying influence upon the heart,
which leads to good works. Christ said, "Sanctify them
through thy truth; thy word is truth.” It 1s the
sanctification through the truth that makes us the beloved
of God. [ST 05-09-78 para. 01] p. 73, Para. 5, [1878MS].

We should not only take hold of the truth, but let i1t take
hold of us; and thus have the truth in us and we In the
truth. And if this is the case, our lives and characters
will reveal the fact that the truth is accomplishing
something for us; that it i1s sanctifying us, and iIs giving
us a moral fitness for the society of heavenly angels in
the kingdom of glory. The truth we hold is from heaven; and
when that religion finds a lodgement in the heart, 1t
commences its work of refining and purifying; for the
religion of Jesus Christ never makes a man rough or rude;
it never makes him careless, or hardhearted; but the truth
of heavenly origin, that which comes from God, elevates and
sanctifies a man; it makes courteous, kind, affectionate,
and pure; i1t takes away his hard heart, his selfishness and
love of the world, and it purifies him from pride and
ungodly ambition. E. G W. [ST 05-09-78 para. 02] p. 74,
Para. 1, [1878MS].

June 6, 1878. Parents as Counselors.--Parents should
encourage their children to confide in them and unburden to
them their heart griefs, their daily little annoyances and
trials. IT they do this, the parents can learn to
sympathize with their children, and pray for them and with
them, that God would shield and guide them. They should
point them to their never-failing Friend and Counselor, who
will be touched with the feelings of their infirmities. He
was tempted in all points like as we are, yet without sin.
[ST 06-06-78 para. 01] p. 74, Para. 2, [1878MS].



Satan tempts children to be reserved to theilr parents, and
choose their young and Inexperienced companions as their
confidants; such as cannot help them, or give them good
advice. They indulge in unprofitable conversation upon the
acts and doings of others, which wither noble, devotional
thoughts and feelings, and drive good and holy desires from
the heart, and leave i1t cold and destitute of true love for
God. [ST 06-06-78 para. 02] p. 74, Para. 3, [18738MS].

Children would be saved from many evils if they would be
more familiar with their parents. Parents should encourage
in their children a disposition to be open and frank with
them, to come to them with their difficulties, and when
they are perplexed as to what course is right, to lay the
matter just as they view it before their parents, and ask
advice of them. Who are so well calculated to see and point
out their dangers as godly parents? Who can understand the
peculiar temperaments of their children as well as they?
The mother who has watched every turn of the mind from
infancy, and iIs acquainted with the natural disposition, is
best prepared to counsel her children. Who can tell as well
what traits of character to check and restrain, as the
mother, aided by the father? [ST 06-06-78 para. 03] p. 74,
Para. 4, [1878MS].

Children who are Christians will prefer the love and
approbation of their God-fearing parents above every
earthly blessing. They will love and honor their parents.
This should be one of the principal studies of their lives,
How can I make my parents happy? Children who have not been
disciplined and received right instruction, have but little
sense of their obligations to their parents. It i1s often
the case that the more their parents do for them the more
ungrateful they are, and the less they respect them.
Children that have been petted and waited upon, always
expect it; and if their expectations are not met, they are
disappointed and discouraged. This same disposition will be
seen through their whole lives, and they will be helpless,
leaning upon others for aid, expecting others to favor them
and yield to them. And if they are opposed, even after
grown to manhood and womanhood, they think themselves
abused; and thus they worry their way through the world,
hardly able to bear their own weight, often murmuring and
fretting because everything does not suit them. Much sin
results from idleness. Active hands and minds do not find
time to heed every temptation the enemy suggests; but idle



hands and brains are all ready for Satan to control, and
parents should teach their children that idleness is sin.
[ST 06-06-78 para. 04] p. 74, Para. 5, [1878MS].

Many parents think that i1if they gratify the wishes of
their children, and let them follow their own inclinations,
they will gain their love. What a mistaken idea! What an
error! Children thus disciplined, grow up unrestrained iIn
their desires, unyielding in their dispositions, selfish,
exacting, and overbearing, and are a curse to themselves
and everybody around them. Parents, to a great extent, hold
the future happiness of their children in their own hands.
Upon them rests the important work of forming their
children®s character. The instructions they give them in
childhood will follow them all through their lives. Parents
can sow the seed which will spring up and bear fruit either
for good or evil. E. G. W. [ST 06-06-78 para. 05] p. 75,
Para. 1, [1878MS].

July 18, 1878. Incidents on the Voyage to the North
Pacific.--We left San Francisco June 10, in the steamer
Oregon for Portland. I had been overworked, and was much
worn, and flattered myself that 1 should rest on board the
steamer. But the wind blew very strong directly against us,
I remained on deck after nearly all had abandoned it

because of seasickness, 1 enjoyed the sight of the billows
running mountain high, blue and green, and the dashing
spray reflecting all the colors of the rainbow. I could not

become weary of looking upon that grand scene; and |
reflected how easily all on board might be engulfed iIn the
angry waters. [ST 07-18-78 para. 01] p. 75, Para. 2,
[1878MS] .

As 1 looked upon the white-capped, roaring billows, 1 was
reminded of that scene in the life of Christ, when the
disciples, in obedience to the command of their Master,
went in their boats to the farther side of the sea. A
terrible tempest broke upon them, their vessels would not
obey their will, and they were driven hither and thither
until they laid down their oars iIn despair. They expected
to perish there; but, while the tempest and the billows
talked with death, Christ, whom they had left upon the
other side, appeared to them, walking calmly upon the
boisterous, white-capped waves. They had been bewildered by
the uselessness of their efforts, and the apparent
hopelessness of their case, and had given all up for lost.
When they saw Jesus before them upon the water it increased



their terror, they interpreted it as a sure precursor of
their Iimmediate death. They cried out in great fear. But,
instead of his appearance heralding the presence of death,
he came as the messenger of life. His voice was heard above
the roar of the elements: "It i1s 1; be not afraid.” How
quickly the scene now changed from the horror of despair to
the joy of faith and hope in the presence of the beloved
Master! The disciples felt no more anxiety nor dread of
death, for Christ was with them. [ST 07-18-78 para. 02] p.-
75, Para. 3, [1878MS].

I remained on deck until dark, and then went into the
cabin, where the pitching of the boat made me very sick.
This was on Monday, and | was unable to sit up from that
time until Thursday morning, taking but once during that
time a little beef tea and cracker. We had a strong head
wind against us all the way from San Francisco, and we were
all rejoiced when, on Thursday morning, we passed the bar,
and entered the smooth river, leaving the restless billows
behind us. There were but two or three passengers on board
who were not seasick. [ST 07-18-78 para. 03] p. 75, Para.
4, [1878MS].-

Captain Connor of the steamer Oregon was courteous and
attentive, doing all iIn his power to make our voyage
pleasant. The stewardess was obliging, ever busy hurrying
from stateroom to stateroom with food to tempt the
appetites of those too sick to go to the dining room table.
We fTelt thankful to see so much attention given on this
boat to those suffering from seasickness, who needed care
so much. [ST 07-18-78 para. 04] p. 75, Para. 5, [1878MS].

All on board made most of the last day upon the water.
They had then all recovered their health and appetite, and
seemed not much the worse for their seasickness. [ST 07-18-
78 para. 05] p. 76, Para. 1, [1878MS].

There were several ministers on board who, like ourselves,
were going to Oregon to hold meetings, by request. Among
them was Elder Brown, with his family, who has been
speaking In San Francisco and Santa Rosa. 1 had distributed
some of our publications among the passengers. In the
evening | was lying in my stateroom, the door of which
opened upon the upper deck. 1 heard the elder stating to a
company gathered about him that it was impossible for any
man to keep the law of God; that man never did keep 1t, and
never can keep it. Said he, "No man will get to heaven by



keeping the law. Mrs. White is all law, law; she believes
that we must be saved by the law, and no one can be saved
unless they keep the law. Now I believe in Christ. He is my
Saviour, Christ alone can save us, and without him we
cannot be saved.”™ [ST 07-18-78 para. 06] p. 76, Para. 2,
[1878MS] .

I felt the injustice of the charge made against me, and
could not permit such a statement, made before quite a

gathering of people, to remain uncorrected. 1 accordingly
said, "That is a false statement. Mrs. White has never
occupied that position. I will speak for myself and for our

people. We have always taken the position that there was no
power in the law to save a single transgressor of that law.
The law convicts and condemns the sinner, but It Is not iIn
its province to pardon the least or greatest sin. If we sin
we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the
righteous. The sinner gets into trouble with the Father
through transgression of his law. Christ, the sinner"s
Advocate, pleads in his behalf. The law cannot release the
sinner from the consequence of his transgression, but
Christ himself pays the penalty the sinner has incurred by
his disobedience. [ST 07-18-78 para. 07] p-. 76, Para. 3,
[1878MS] .

"The apostle Paul inquires, "Shall we continue in sin that
grace may abound? God forbid.® Shall we presume upon the
mercy of Christ by living in transgression of the law of
God? Paul declares to the elders of the church, "1 kept
back nothing that was profitable unto you, but have taught
you publicly, and from house to house, testifying both to
the Jews and also to the Greeks, repentance towards God,
and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ.® Repentance toward
God because of his law transgressed, and faith toward our
Lord Jesus Christ, as the sinner®s Advocate. Said Paul,
*What shall we say then? Is the law sin? God forbid. Nay, I
had not known sin but by the law, for I had not known lust
except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet.® Again Paul
sums up the matter: “Wherefore the law is holy, and the
commandment holy and just and good.® [ST 07-18-78 para. 08]
p. 76, Para. 4, [1878MS].

"Christ did not come to excuse sin, nor to justify a
sinner while he continued to transgress that law for which
the Son of God was to give his life to vindicate and exalt.
Had i1t been possible for the law to be repealed, Christ
would have had no need to come to our earth, and to die,



the just for the unjust. God could have taken the sinner
back into favor by annulling the law. But this could not
be. The law holds the transgressor in bondage, but the
obedient are free. The law cannot cleanse from sin, It
condemns the sinner. The sinner may stand justified before
God only through repentance toward him, and faith in the
merits of Jesus Christ. The law is a great mirror by means
of which the sinner may discern the defects in his moral
character. But the mirror cannot remove those defects. The
gospel points to Christ as the only one able to remove the
stains of sin by his blood. Though the law has no pardoning
power, It is the only means by which to explain to the
sinner what sin really is. By the law is the knowledge of
sin. Without the law, Paul tells us sin is dead. [ST 07-18-
78 para. 09] p. 76, Para. 5, [1878MS].

"It is folly to bid the sinner come to Christ before being
convicted of his sin by being brought before the mirror of
the law of God. What is the sinner to be converted from?
The transgression of God"s law to obedience of it. But if
he 1s told that he cannot keep the law of God, and that if
he should attempt it he would be brought into bondage, to
what i1s he then converted,--transgression of the law to a
continuance In that transgression? This is absurd. Yet
professed ministers of Christ tell the sinner that he is
guiltless while disloyal to the law of God. Such
conversions are not ratified in heaven. [ST 07-18-78 para.
10] p- 77, Para. 1, [1878MS].

"Our Christ was the Saviour of the ancient worthies as
much as he is our Saviour. They looked forward by faith, to
a Saviour to come. Adam was saved by the gospel as
virtually as we are saved today. Abraham was saved by faith
in Christ as the Lamb of God who taketh away the sins of
the world. Moses was saved by the merits of Christ, who was
the angel that led the armies of Israel in all their
travels through the wilderness. God commanded, “Provoke him
not, for he will not pardon your transgressions, for my
name is in him," All who have died in faith, from righteous
Abel unto our day are saved by the merits of Jesus Christ.
[ST 07-18-78 para. 11] p. 77, Para. 2, [1878MS].

"Jesus said: "Not every one that saith unto me, Lord,
Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that
doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. Many will
say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied
in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and iIn



thy name done many wonderful works? And then will 1 profess
unto them, 1 never knew you; depart from me ye that work
iniquity.” How many there are who cry Christ, Christ, only
believe on Christ, when they do not the works of Christ.
Such are represented by the class mentioned by our Saviour
as workers of iniquity. They transgress the law of God, and
by precept and example teach others to do likewise. Nominal
profession of faith in Christ will not save a soul; neither
will nominal observance of the law. The law of God must be
obeyed from the heart; its principles must be carried out
in the life; and faith in Jesus Christ as the world"s
Redeemer must be manifested in the life and character, or
there 1s no true conversion. [ST 07-18-78 para. 12] p. 77,
Para. 3, [1878MS].

"The law of God i1s changeless iIn I1ts character as the
eternal throne. The types and shadows reached to the
antitype and substance, Jesus Christ. At his death they
ceased to have any force or significance. But the law of
the ten commandments, instituted in Eden, when the
foundation of the world was laid, when the morning stars
sang together, and the sons of God shouted for joy, was to
be as enduring as the heavens and the earth. Christ
pronounced his benediction upon all who keep sacred the law
of God: "Blessed are they that do his commandments, that
they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in
through the gates into the city." [ST 07-18-78 para. 13]
p. 77, Para. 4, [1878MS].

"Elder Brown, please never again make the misstatement
that we do not rely on Jesus Christ for salvation, but
trust in the law to be saved. We have never written one
word to that effect, nor taught such a theory in any
manner. We believe that no sinner can be saved iIn his sins
(and sin i1s the transgression of the law), while you teach
that the sinner may be saved while knowingly transgressing
the law of God.™ [ST 07-18-78 para. 14] p. 77, Para. 5,
[1878MS] .

"Well,” said Elder Brown, in a low voice, to those
collected about him, "1 know all about them."™ 1 felt called
upon to reply to this, and said. "Sir, if you know all
about the position that we, as a people, occupy, you must
also know that you have misrepresented us. We have never
intimated, either In sermons preached by our ministers, or
in the thousands of pages of our printed matter scattered
all over the world, that there is any power in the law to



save the sinner. On the contrary, it has been repeated
again and again by our speakers and writers that the law
has no power to redeem the transgressor from the
consequences of his sin. We will speak at our approaching
campmeeting in Salem. Please come up, and learn what we
really do believe, for it is evident that you are not
acquainted with us or our faith."™ [ST 07-18-78 para. 15]
p. 78, Para. 1, [1878MS].

I will here state that Elder Brown, while In San
Francisco, said that he had known Mrs. White in the East--
knew all about her, leaving an impression on the minds of
those whom he addressed unfavorable to me and my work. 1
have no knowledge of ever having seen this man or of having
a moment"s conversation with him, previous to the voyage on
the Oregon. 1 have no evidence that he ever heard me speak,
or that he has ever read my writings, or acquainted himself
with my mission. The truth undoubtedly is he is entirely
ignorant concerning Mrs. White and her labors. Many have
thus professed to be thoroughly acquainted with me whom 1
have never seen nor spoken with. They have gathered up the
hearsays, and evil reports floating from false and
slanderous tongues, and deal them out as facts which they
know to be true. [ST 07-18-78 para. 16] p. 78, Para. 2,
[1878MS] .

I was astonished at the position taken by Elder Brown on
the question of the law. It seemed incredible that one who
professed to be a Bible student, and teacher, should affirm
that no man ever kept the law of God, or could keep i1t.
This is the fearful position taken by many ministers, in
order to get rid of the Sabbath of the fourth commandment.
Such teachers throw a very unfavorable light upon the
character of our heavenly Father, when they represent him
as giving men a code of laws which i1s the foundation of all
civilized national and domestic government, yet which It is
impossible that men ever have or ever can obey. Such
sentiments expressed by public teachers lead men, not only
to disregard the divine law, but to trample upon it as an
arbitrary requirement which they are justified in rebelling
against. The teachers of such pernicious doctrines will not
be iIn an enviable position when they shall meet the great
Lawgiver over his broken law. [ST 07-18-78 para. 17] p.-
78, Para. 3, [1878MS].

Wherein would man be happier even in this life 1T he
should have perfect liberty to break the ten precepts of



the Father"s law? God, in his great love for man gave him
that law by which to order his conduct, that he should be
restricted to doing those things which would tend, to
increase his real happiness, and that of his fellow
creatures even in this life. The principles of the
commandments, carried out in the daily life ennoble and
sanctify the heart and mind and give one a moral fitness
through Jesus Christ, for the society of holy angels. Our
all wise heavenly Father knew what rules were required to
guard man from sin and to regulate his life, leading him to
practice such virtues as would make him a fit subject for
heaven. [ST 07-18-78 para. 18] p-. 78, Para. 4, [1878MS].

Christ said, "If ye keep my commandments ye shall abide in
my love, even as | have kept my Father®s commandments, and
abide 1n his love." Christ should be our example in all
things. He came from the realms of glory, not to show man a
way by which he could be saved in transgression of the law,
by which transgression Adam fell. But he took upon himself
human nature, passed triumphantly over the ground where
Adam stumbled, and redeemed that failure by his own perfect
obedience of the law, and resistance to the temptations of
Satan, which had compassed the fall of Adam. Christ in his
own life has given us a proof that man can keep the law of
God, and, through his merits be a final overcomer. [ST 07-
18-78 para. 19] p. 79, Para. 1, [1878MS].

In his sermon on the mount Christ said, "Think not that I
am come to destroy the law, or the prophets; I am not come
to destroy, but to fulfill. For verily I say unto you, Till
heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall iIn
nowise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. Whosoever
therefore shall break one of these least commandments and
shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the
kingdom of heaven; but whosoever shall do and teach them,
the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.™
Christ here shows the object of his mission: To show man by
his example, that he could be entirely obedient to the
moral law, and regulate his life by its precepts. That law
was exalted and made honorable by Jesus Christ. [ST 07-18-
78 para. 20] p. 79, Para. 2, [1878MS].

Should the pope of Rome and all the inhabitants of the
earth unite their intellect for the purpose, they would not
abolish the smallest claim of the law spoken from Sinail.
God has specified his will toward man in his ten precepts.
It is as perpetual and unchangeable as his character. The



law says to every transgressor, Thou shalt surely die. But
Christ says to every soul that repents toward God for his
transgression of the law, and turns in penitence to his
Saviour, Thou shalt as surely be saved as that Christ died
for the salvation of men. [ST 07-18-78 para. 21] p. 79,
Para. 3, [1878MS].

What solemn words were those that fell from the lips of
the divine Teacher, who came to make honorable the law of
his Father: "Whosoever shall break one of these least
commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called
the least in the kingdom of heaven.”™ Ministers and people
should comprehend the full significance of these words.
Those who by word or action, or interpretation of
Scripture, lessen, or explain away the sacred claims and
dignity of God"s holy law shall have no place iIn the
kingdom of heaven. Christ would here have us understand
that our righteousness must include, not only the
observance of the letter of the law, but also the spirit
and principle of 1t. The letter of the law specifies how we
must walk In order to please God; the spirit of the law
points to Jesus Christ as the atoning sacrifice, through
whose merits the sinner can fulfill the requirements of the
law, Christ said, "1 and my Father are one."™ There 1is
therefore perfect harmony between the law and the gospel.
E. G. White. [ST 07-18-78 para. 22] p. 79, Para. 4,
[1878MS] .

July 25, 1878. Visit to Oregon.--My visit to Oregon was of
special iInterest to me. I here met, after a separation of
four years, my dear friends, Brother and Sister Van Horn,
whom we claim as our children. It was a most precious
season to me, especially did my motherly heart go out iIn
sympathy and love for Adelia Van Horn, and her two children
whom I had never before seen. Separation had not estranged
our hearts; our love and confidence had never been broken.
Every moment of my stay with those dear children was
precious to me. The labors of our brother and sister have
not been in vain in the Lord. They have labored amid much
discouragement, and deprivation of the society of familiar
friends, and the sacrifice of many comforts, to do what
they could for the Lord in the distant field of their
labors. Sister Van Horn and her sister, Frances Jones, have
suffered from ill health, and at times i1t was feared that
both would lose their lives. But many prayers have ascended
to heaven from their house, pleading that the great Healer
would remove disease from them and give them health and



freedom In him; and the Lord has brought them through their
sore afflictions that they may glorify his name. Both
sisters are now in much better health, for which we praise
God. [ST 07-25-78 para. 01] p-. 79, Para. 5, [1878MS].

Elder Van Horn is a missionary in the true sense of the
word, and a man of excellent ability and deep spirituality.
His wife is equally talented and self-sacrificing. Their
devotion to the cause of present truth has led to the sound
conversion of many souls. Brother Van Horn, with
characteristic modesty, has not furnished as full and
favorable reports of his work as he might justly have done.
I was accordingly somewhat surprised, and very much pleased
to find the cause of God in so prosperous a condition in
Oregon. Through the untiring efforts of these faithful
missionaries a company of Sabbath-keepers has been raised
up on the North Pacific coast which does honor to the
cause. As a class they are persons of intelligence and rare
moral worth. My association with them was very pleasant. 1
felt my heart linked with theirs in Christian sympathy and
fellowship. [ST 07-25-78 para. 02] p. 80, Para. 1,
[1878MS] .

I felt 1t my privilege to rest upon the first Sabbath
after my arrival iIn Salem. Tuesday evening, June 18, 1 met
for the first time In this State a goodly number of
Sabbath-keepers, who possess true moral worth. My heart was
softened by the spirit of God. 1 gave my testimony for
Jesus, and for the sweet privilege that was ours of
trusting in his love, and of claiming his power to unite
with our efforts to save sinners from perdition. ITf we
would see the work of God prosper we must have Christ
dwelling In us; in short we must work the works of Christ.
Wherever we might look the whitening harvest appeared; and
the laborers are so few. 1 felt my heart filled with the
peace of God, and drawn out in love for his dear people
with whom 1 was worshiping for the first time. [ST 07-25-78
para. 03] p. 80, Para. 2, [1878MS].

On Sunday, June 23, 1 spoke by invitation, iIn the
Methodist church of Salem, on the subject of Temperance.
The attendance was unusually good, and 1 had freedom in
treating this, my favorite subject. 1 was requested to
speak again in the same place on the Sunday following the
campmeeting, but was prevented by hoarseness. On the next
Tuesday evening, however, | again spoke in the church. Many
invitations were tendered me to speak upon Temperance in



various cities and towns of Oregon, but the state of my
health forbade my complying with these requests. Constant
speaking, and the change of climate, had brought a
temporary but severe hoarseness upon me. [ST 07-25-78 para.
04] p- 80, Para. 3, [1878MS].

The campmeeting was a season of profitable labor for God,
and strengthened the church to go on in their warfare for
the truth. 1 had freedom in speaking, though suffering

almost constantly from hoarseness. 1 felt glad to meet with
his people, who deeply appreciated my labors among them.
During my stay in Oregon, 1 visited the prison in Salem,

and by invitation spoke to the convicts in the prison
chapel. Next week I will give an account of this visit, and
my discourse on that occasion. E. G. White [ST 07-25-78
para. 05] p. 80, Para. 4, [1878MS].

August 1, 1878. Visit to the Prison.--Sunday, June 23, by
invitation, | visited the prison, in Salem, Oregon, iIn
company with Brother and Sister Carter, and Sister Jordan,
who took me there iIn her carriage. The superintendent and
warden of the prison were introduced to me. When the time
arrived for service we were conducted to the chapel, a room
made cheerful by an abundance of light, and pure fresh air.
At a signal from a bell, two men opened the great iron
gates by means of a lever, and the prisoners came flocking
from their cells Into the chapel. The doors were securely
closed behind them, and for the first time in my life, 1
was immured in prison walls. [ST 08-01-78 para. 01] p. 80,
Para. 5, [1878MS].

I had anticipated seeing a set of repulsive looking men.
In this 1 was disappointed; many of them seemed to be
intelligent, and some appeared to be men of ability. They
were dressed iIn the coarse, but neat striped prison
uniform, their hair smooth, and boots brushed. As 1 looked
upon the varied physiognomies before me, 1 thought: To each
of these men has been committed peculiar gifts or talents
for use, and not for abuse. All before me, from those who
had occupied conspicuous and Important positions in the
world, and in the church, even those who had been most
lowly and obscure, have been entrusted with some talents,
whether of wealth, station, influence, kindly sympathies or
affections, they were given from the heavenly treasury, and
were to have been used for the glory of God, and the
benefit of the world. [ST 08-01-78 para. 02] p. 81, Para.
1, [1878MS].



The men before me had despised the gifts of heaven, and
had abused, and misapplied them. Some of the convicts
manifested a forced unnatural cheerfulness. But many,
especially the older men, looked exceedingly sad and
melancholy. Before me were youths of tender years, and the
hardened, gray-haired sinner, all under the bondage of the
law, because they had transgressed its statutes. As |
looked upon young men of eighteen to twenty and thirty
years of age, | thought of their unhappy mothers, and of
the grief and remorse which was their bitter portion. Had
they done their duty by their children? Had they not
indulged them in their own will and way, and neglected to
teach them the statutes of God, and his claims upon them?
Many of those mothers® hearts had been broken by the
ungodly course pursued by their children. [ST 08-01-78
para. 03] p. 81, Para. 2, [1878MS].

When all the company were assembled, Brother Carter read
the hymn. All had books, and joined heartily in singing.
One, who seemed to be an accomplished musician, played the
organ. 1 then opened the meeting by prayer, and again all
joined in singing. | spoke from the words of John: "Behold,
what manner of love the father hath bestowed upon us that
we should be called the sons of God; therefore, the world
knoweth us not, because it knew him not. Beloved, now are
we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we
shall be; but we know that when He shall appear we shall be
like him; for we shall see him as he is.” [ST 08-01-78
para. 04] p. 81, Para. 3, [1878MS].

I exalted before them the iInfinite sacrifice that the
Father made, In giving his beloved Son for fallen men, that
they might through obedience be transformed, and become the
acknowledged sons of God. The church and the world are
called upon to behold and admire a love which thus
expressed is beyond human comprehension, and even amazed
the angels of heaven. This love was so deep, so broad, and
so high, that it filled the holy angels with amazement, and
language In which to describe it, failing the inspired
apostle, he calls upon the church and the world to behold
it--to make it the theme of contemplation, and of
admiration. [ST 08-01-78 para. 05] p. 81, Para. 4,
[1878MS] .

I presented before my hearers the sin of Adam in the
transgression of the Father®s express commands. God made



man upright, perfectly holy and happy; but he lost the
favor of God, and destroyed his own happiness by
disobedience of the Father®"s law. The sin of Adam plunged
the race in hopeless misery and despair. Every successive
generation upon the earth have degenerated physically,
mentally, and morally. Sin with its terrible curse
corrupted the world, and almost obliterated the image of
God 1n man. But the wonderful, pitying love of God did not
leave men in their hopeless, fallen condition to utterly
perish. He gave his well beloved Son for their salvation.
He who was the brightness of God"s glory, and the express
image of him took man®s, nature, to suffer affliction,
scorn and hatred of the very ones he came to save. Christ
entered the world, his divinity clothed in humanity; he
passed over the ground where Adam fell; he bore the test
which Adam failed to endure; he overcame every temptation
of Satan, and thus redeemed Adam"s disgraceful failure and
fall. [ST 08-01-78 para. 06] p. 81, Para. 5, [1878MS].

The sons of men gave way to the indulgence of appetite,
which set on Tire theilr passions. They became violent,
basely corrupt, and hardened. Their thoughts and acts were
evil, and God finally visited his wrath upon the children
of disobedience, and washed the earth of i1ts moral
pollution by a flood. But God acknowledged the few on earth
who were righteous. Noah and his family were saved. In the
midst of his wrath and retributive justice God remembered
mercy, and left not the righteous and faithful to perish
with the wicked. [ST 08-01-78 para. 07] p. 82, Para. 1,
[1878MS] .

When the earth became peopled again, sin once more spread
abroad over the land. Wickedness covered all nations like
the pall of death. Satan compassed the ruin of thousands
through temptation to indulge appetite. He has ever thus
sought to pervert the senses of man, weaken his moral
power, and make him the slave of appetite; he then gains
control of him, and uses him as his agent iIn practising
crime, and all manner of wickedness. We see, at the present
day, great lack of discernment in regard to right and
wrong, and an absence of principle. We may trace this
lamentable state of things to the general indulgence of
perverted appetite, which excites the baser passions, and
urges i1ts victim on to excesses of every kind, and finally
to crimes of every degree. [ST 08-01-78 para. 08] p. 82,
Para. 2, [1878MS].



Intemperance of any kind will enervate a character
originally firm, noble, and independent. His fine
sensibilities will be blunted, his conscience will become
seared. He will form bad associations, evil communications
will corrupt his good manners. One false step leads him to
another, which may be fatal, and he becomes the tool of
Satan. Men plunge into wild license and reckless
dissipation, and call i1t freedom of action, when they are
in veriest bondage to the most cruel tyrant who knows no
compassion for the wretched victims he allures to ruin.
When the world was filled with iniquity God lifted up his
standard against Satan by sending his Son to the world in
the likeness of sinful flesh. Christ bridged the gulf that
sin had made, which separated earth from heaven, and man
from God. [ST 08-01-78 para. 09] p. 82, Para. 3, [1878MS].

I then referred to the long fast of Christ in the
wilderness. The sin of the indulgence of appetite, and its
power over human nature can never be fTully realized except
as that long fast of Christ when contending single-handed
with the prince of the power of darkness is studied and
understood. Man®s salvation was at stake. Would Satan or
would the Redeemer of the world come off conqueror! It is
impossible for us to conceive with what intense interest
angels of God watched the trial of their loved Commander.
[ST 08-01-78 para. 10] p. 82, Para. 4, [1878MS].

Jesus came from heaven to earth, assumed man®s nature, and
was tempted in all points like as we are that he might know
how to succor those who should be tempted. Christ"s life is
for our example. He shows in his willing obedience, how man
may keep the law of God, and that transgression of the law,
and not obedience of 1t, brings him into bondage. The
Saviour was full of compassion and love; he never spurned
the truly penitent, however great their guilt; but he
severely denounced hypocrisy of every sort, he is
acquainted with the sins of men, he knows all their acts,
and reads their secret motives; yet he does not turn away
from them in their iIniquity. He pleads and reasons with the
sinner, and, iIn one sense,--that of having himself borne
the weakness of humanity,--he puts himself on a level with
him. "Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord;
though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as
snow; though red like crimson, they shall be as wool. [ST
08-01-78 para. 11] p-. 82, Para. 5, [1878MS].

Man, who has defaced the image of God in his soul by a



corrupt life cannot, by mere human effort, effect a radical
change 1n himself. He must accept the provisions of the
gospel; he must be reconciled to God through obedience of
his law and faith In Jesus Christ. His life from
thenceforth must be governed by a new principle. Through
repentance, faith and good works he may develop and perfect
a righteous character, and claim through the merits of
Christ the privileges of the sons of God. The principles of
divine truth received and cherished in the heart will carry
us to a height of moral excellence we had not deemed
possible for us to reach. "And it doth not yet appear what
we shall be; but we know that when he shall appear we shall
be like him; for we shall see him as he is. And every man
that hath this hope in him purifieth himself even as he is
pure.” [ST 08-01-78 para. 12] p-. 83, Para. 1, [1878MS].

Here is a work for man to do. He must face the mirror of
God®"s law, discern the defects iIn his moral character and
put away his sins, washing his robes of character in the
blood of the Lamb. Envy, pride, malice, deceit, strife,
crime will be cleansed from the heart that is recipient of
the love of Christ, and cherishes the hope of being made
like him when we shall see him as he is. The religion of
Christ refines and dignifies its possessor, whatever his
associations or station in life may be. Men who become
enlightened Christians rise above the level of their former
character into greater mental and moral strength. Those
fallen and degraded by sin and crime may become but a
little lower than the angels through the merits of the
Saviour. [ST 08-01-78 para. 13] p. 83, Para. 2, [1878MS].

But the influence of a gospel hope will not lead the
sinner to look upon the salvation of Christ as a matter of
free grace, while he continues to live In transgression of
the law of God. When the light of truth dawns upon his
mind, and he fully understands the requirements of God, and
realizes the extent of his transgressions, he will reform
his ways, become loyal to God through the strength obtained
from his Saviour, and lead a new and purer life. Those who
overcome in the name of Jesus will stand about the great
white throne, with crowns of immortal glory, waving the
palm branches of victory. They will be sons of God,
children of the heavenly King, their lives running parallel
with the life of God. The joy of the Lord will be their
joy, and no shadow will ever darken their heavenly home.
Said Christ, "Blessed are they that do his commandments,
that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter



in through the gates into the city.” While mercy lingers, 1
beseech you to make the most of the probationary time left
you, in preparing for eternity, that life may not be an
utter failure, and that in the time of solemn scrutiny you
may be found with those who are accepted of God, and are
called the sons of God. E. G. White. [ST 08-01-78 para. 14]
p. 83, Para. 3, [1878MS].

August 15, 1878. Letters from Mrs. E. G. White.--[The
Tfollowing we extract from private letters received from
Sister White since leaving Oakland, July 28, accompanied by
her daughter Mrs. Emma White, and Miss Edith Donaldson.]
[ST 08-15-78 para. 01] p. 83, Para. 4, [1878MS].

[She writes under date of July 29:] "We arrived at
Sacramento yesterday, and were met by Brother and Sister
Wilkinson, who gave us a hearty welcome and took us to
their home, where we were kindly entertained during our
stay. Last night (Sunday) | spoke according to appointment.
The house was well filled with an attentive congregation,
and the Lord gave me freedom iIn speaking to them from his
word. On Monday we visited the Capitol, under the guidance
of Brother and Sister Wilkinson and spent some time looking
through the State library, art collections and cabinets of
mineral and metallurgical specimens. We were much
interested in what we saw, and would have enjoyed the
privilege of remaining longer in the city to farther
inspect these valuable collections of the State. But we
were obliged to push on the same day, in order to meet my
appointment at Reno."™ [ST 08-15-78 para. 02] p. 83, Para.
5, [1878MS].

August 1: "We have just passed Ogden, we occupy a splendid
car, and are all in good health and spirits. We shall
arrive at Cheyenne tomorrow noon, when we change cars for
Denver. As we passed over the great American desert in the
heat and alkali dust we became very weary of the barren
mountainous scenery, though we were furnished with every
convenience, and glided swiftly and smoothly over the
rails, drawn by our iron steed. My imagination carried me
back to the ancient Hebrews, traveling over rocks and arid
desert for forty years. The heat, dust and roughness of the
way drew complaints and sighs of fatigue from many who trod
that weary way. 1 thought that if we were obliged to travel
on foot across the barren desert, often suffering from
thirst, heat, and fatigue, very many of us would murmur
more than did the lIsraelites. The peculiar features of



mountain scenery on the overland route has often been
sketched by pen and pencil. All who are delighted with the
grandeur and beauty of nature must feel a thrill of joy as
they behold those grand old mountains, beautiful hills, and
the wild and rocky canyons. This i1s especially true with
the Christian. He sees in the granite rocks, and the
babbling streams the work of God"s all-powerful hand. He
longs to climb the lofty hills, for i1t seems that he would
then be nearer heaven, though he knows that God hears the
prayers of his children in the lowly valley as well on the
mountain tops."™ [ST 08-15-78 para. 03] p. 84, Para. 1,
[1878MS] .

[She writes from Rollinsville, Colo., August 8:] "Here we
are at the old house by the spring, quite comfortable iIn
our temporary home. We here met my husband and children. 1
find my husband cheerful and active, walking and working as
briskly as ever. 1 feel grateful to God for restoring him
to this degree of health. On the way from Denver to this
place we stopped in Boulder City, and beheld with joy our
canvas meetinghouse, where Elder Cornell and Brother
Olmstead are holding a series of meetings. We found a
quiet, blessed retreat in the comfortable home of Sister
Dartt. The tent had been loaned to hold temperance meetings
in, and, by special iInvitation, 1 spoke above an hour on
the subject of temperance to a tent full of attentive
hearers. Though wearied by my journey, the Lord helped me
to successfully present before the people the necessity of
practicing strict temperance in all things of realizing our
duty to make every exertion for the welfare of our fellow-
men; to overcome our own tendencies to indulge in that
which is hurtful to mind and body; and also to do all in
our power to help others to so overcome. | presented Christ
as the source of all strength. His power combined with
human effort can free men from the slavery of vicious
habits, and restore them to an honorable position in
society, give them enlarged capacities and enlightened
views of this life and the life to come. 1 presented the
necessity of educating the children from the cradle up to
resist temptation, if we would effect any special reform in
society. "As the twig i1s bent the tree inclines.” [ST 08-
15-78 para. 04] p. 84, Para. 2, [1878MS].

"At the conclusion of the meeting | was congratulated by
some of the principal citizens on my manner of treating the
temperance subject. They declared that the only proper way
was to treat it from a Christian standpoint, showing the



people that they needed the help of God in order to free
themselves from the bondage of intemperance. There appeared
to be a general satisfaction at the result of the meeting,
and a conviction that good would come from it. [ST 08-15-78
para. 05] p. 84, Para. 3, [1878MS].

"The Methodist minister in Boulder City spoke Saturday
night to the effect that Elder Cornell misinterpreted
scripture in “teaching that we are living in the last days.
Many of his statements will be reviewed by Elder C. A
considerable interest is growing up in that place, which
has increased under the recent labors iIn the tent. We hope
to see a good work done there for the truth of God, and
sinners brought from darkness to light. [ST 08-15-78 para.
06] p- 85, Para. 1, [1878MS].

"We long to see the truth triumph here in Colorado, and
have much faith In the results of the labors now being
carried on here. We were never more free iIn bearing our
testimony than at the present time; and, although not able
to respond to half the calls coming from different places,
we mean to do all we can, trusting in the power of the God
of Israel to sustain us in the work.”™ Mrs. E. G. White. [ST
08-15-78 para. 07] p- 85, Para. 2, [1878MS].

August 15, 1878. Proffered Mercy.--The tears of Christ on
the mount of Olivet, when he was being escorted with
triumph and hosannas into Jerusalem just prior to his
crucifixion were wrung from a broken heart because his love
was spurned, and his mercy despised. He saw just before
him, In his coming crucifixion, the consummation of the
guilt of Jerusalem. Before him was the sheep gate through
which for centuries the victims for sacrifice had been
conducted. It was soon to open for the great Antitype, who
should be taken by wicked hands and slain for the sins of
the world. It rent the heart of Christ to pronounce the
doom of the city of his love. His body swayed like a cedar
before the tempest. He then uttered In a voice broken by
grief, "Oh that thou hadst known, even thou, in this thy
day the things that belong unto thy peace."™ He hesitated,
must the i1rrevocable sentence be pronounced. "But now they
are hid from thine eyes.”™ [ST 08-15-78 para. 01] p. 85,
Para. 3, [1878MS].

This sentence of the Saviour and his tears were not alone
for Jerusalem that lay before him, i1ts temple flashing in
the sunlight, but for those in all time who slight the



proffered mercies of Christ, reject present privileges, the
voice of admonition and warning, and continue iIn
disobedience to God. Present unbelief and impenitence are
welding the fetters which bind souls In the bondage of
doubt and despair. The temple of the soul is desecrated by
sin, as the courts of the temple at Jerusalem was
desecrated by unholy traffic and confusion. The heart of
rebellious man i1s open to robbers, and has become a den of
thieves. He who was purchased at the infinite price of the
agony and death of the Son of God becomes like the blighted
fig tree, withered to its very roots under the righteous
vengeance of a rejected God. [ST 08-15-78 para. 02] p. 85,
Para. 4, [1878MS].

We are not responsible for the sin of the Jews in
rejecting Christ, but the solemn period of our
responsibility is when light, truth and warnings come
directly to us. Christ said to Philip, "Have I been so long
with you, and yet hast thou not known me, Philip?" It is
not the servants of Christ, the bearers of his message whom
we reject; but the Master who delegated them to act for
him, and sound his warning. Jesus Christ has been a long
time with us iIn mercies and warnings, and yet we have not
known him. Christ says, Ye will not come unto me that ye
might have life. When entreaties, tears, and patient
efforts are in vain, the terrible doom pronounced over
Jerusalem must be pronounced over the sinner. [ST 08-15-78
para. 03] p. 85, Para. 5, [1878MS].

While mercy lingers, the golden opportunity still remains
to repent and be saved through Christ. Has the temple of
the soul been desecrated by unholy shrines? While the sun
of righteousness still lingers, loath to remove his rays
from those who have slighted his blessings, there is still
time to repent, and make your peace with God. Christ calls
the sinner, In this, thy day, seek those things which will
make for your peace both in this life, and the life beyond
the grave. He invites you who are stricken with sin to come
with your burdens, and he will relieve you. He will cleanse
you from the defilement of sin, and give you moral fitness
for his kingdom. Despite your indifference or scorn he
urges you to accept his love and mercy. E. G. W. [ST 08-15-
78 para. 04] p. 86, Para. 1, [1878MS].

August 22, 1878. Jesus as an Householder.--""Who then, is a
faithful and wise servant, whom the Lord has made ruler
over his household.”™ Matt. 24:45. The Redeemer of the world



asks who? and the question should come home to every heart,
Lord, i1s it I? Christ is represented in the text as a man
who took a far journey, left his house and gave authority
to his servants, and to every man his work. Thus it appears
that a work 1s given to every person, there Is no
exception, and the faithful performance of this work will
bring to 1ts doer the commendation of the Master. To iIgnore
responsibilities makes men slothful servants, and the do-
nothing in religious service will receive the condemnation
of the Master. [ST 08-22-78 para. 01] p. 86, Para. 2,
[1878MS] .

The work of each one corresponds with the ability given
him of God. All responsibility does not rest upon the
ministers who teach the truth but upon every one who
believes the truth. Religion, iIn this age of the world, 1is
made to connect with the day of rest, and the ordinary
church service, but is divorced from the daily business
transactions of life. Many professed followers of Christ
are content with merely performing their formal religious
duties. But when asked, What have you done for Jesus, what
self-sacrifice have you made for his dear sake who made the
infinite sacrifice for you, they must answer, Nothing.
Christ i1dentified his iInterests with suffering humanity. He
laid aside his high command in heaven, where he was
worshiped of the angels, and came to a world seared and
marred by the curse of sin, In order to save man. He
suffered, and died, the just for the unjust, that fallen
man might be partakers of his glory hereafter. But this
sacrifice of Christ in man®s behalf does not lessen the
necessity of man"s denying himself, and making sacrifices
for God on his own account, and in his own behalf. The life
of Christ i1s for our example; we are to follow In his
footsteps. [ST 08-22-78 para. 02] p. 86, Para. 3,
[1878MS] .

Some ministers are dangerously misleading the people. They
would have them accept the fatal sophistry of Satan that
simple belief in Christ is sufficient for their salvation;
that good works have nothing to do with i1t. Christ, by his
example and precepts taught an entirely different doctrine.
Men must not depend too much upon what the ministers tell
them, but must themselves examine the law and the
testimony. If religious teachers speak not according to
this word, it is because there is no light in them. The
word of inspiration shows us that beneficence is essential
to the Christian character, and its growth In grace. Our



means must be consecrated to God, and we must feel that it
IS not our own, but given us in trust, to be used iIn the
Master®s service. Our labors should be sanctified to God.
We must do good, and use our means and influence for the
benefit of our fellow creatures. In short, if we would
truthfully bear the name of Christian, we must follow the
example of Christ, who went about doing good. [ST 08-22-78
para. 03] p. 86, Para. 4, [1878MS].

He gave his life to elevate and ennoble fallen man, and
that he might exalt him to his right hand. We have here the
pattern of the purest self-sacrifice for the sake of
others. Worldliness, selfishness and pride are foreign to
the character of a true Christian. Many professors of
religion do nothing for Christ by personal effort. They are
contented to have others do what properly belongs to
themselves to perform, and, by lending a feeble influence
for the workers, feel that they are doing good by proxy.
Such persons do not possess that faith that works by love,
and purifies the soul. They have no genuine religion, that
enters into their daily business, and regulates every
action of their lives. A living faith in Christ is
demonstrated by good deeds in our families, and our
neighborhoods, by thoughtful, and practical consideration
of the poor, by visiting and comforting the widows and the
fatherless in their affliction, by keeping ourselves
unspotted from the world, and by using our means and
influence for the advancement of the cause of God. This
must not be done grudgingly or murmuringly, but freely and
cheerfully as Jesus gave all for us. [ST 08-22-78 para. 04]
p. 87, Para. 1, [1878MS].

Nothing should be withheld from God; he claims the whole
heart, talents, and property of those who profess his name.
Those who i1gnore responsibility and their work for God are
in a deplorable condition. The angel®s record of their
lives, as far as usefulness iIn the cause of God is
concerned, presents one mournful blank. Such persons are as
trees destitute of fruit, bearing only leaves. They are
only cumberers of the ground, darkening with their
unproductive boughs the ground that should be occupied by
fruit-bearing trees, and excluding the sunshine from those
that would be productive but for their shadow. [ST 08-22-78
para. 05] p. 87, Para. 2, [1878MS].

Conformity to the world is positively forbidden iIn the
word of God. The inspired apostle writes: "Be not conformed



to this world.”™ In order to prevent this the opposite
course 1s enjoined upon the true believers: "Be ye
transformed by the renewing of your minds.' The all-
powerful grace of God, uniting with the efforts and will of
man, works the transformation in the life and character of
man, and brings him into a position where he can prove what
is that good, and acceptable, and perfect will of God. One
who engages in the work of helping and blessing others is
being transformed by the renewing of his mind, being a
partaker of the divine nature, having escaped the
corruption that is in the world through lust. The apostles
are diligent in their injunctions not to love the world,
neither the things that are in the world. "If any man love
the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all
that i1s iIn the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust
of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father,
but is of the world.”™ [ST 08-22-78 para. 06] p. 87, Para.
3, [1878MS].

Christ was ever severe in his denunciations of
hypocritical professors, those who bore no fruit to his
glory. He frequently declared that there was more hope for
the veriest open sinner than for the pretender. Jesus would
cleanse the temple of the soul from the defiling sins of
selfishness, pride, envy, and love of the world. He would
purify it for his own abode. God calls for workers. All who
are his followers must work the works of Christ, deny self,
and take up their cross daily. All may wash their robes of
character, and make them white in the blood of the Lamb.
This white vesture provided by the Lamb of God slain from
the foundation of the world represents a life of purity and
holiness, distinguished from the life of the worldling.
Such a course will leave a bright track heavenward, which
attracts all who would leave the vanities of the world for
holier joys beyond. We would intreat the idle professor,
the fruitless tree to be a fruit bearer, doing their duty
to the world. E. G. White. [ST 08-22-78 para. 07] p. 87,
Para. 4, [1878MS].

August 29, 1878. A Lesson for the Times.--Number One.--
There i1s but one standard of right in the world, and that
iIs God"s standard. We are all virtually under equal
obligations to meet that high standard; and God holds us
alike responsible to him. Society may set up artificial
differences and regulations, but the fixed fact remains the
same. Men require women to live up to a standard of purity
almost equal with that of the angels, while they erect a



standard of quite a different character for themselves. [ST
08-29-78 para. 01] p. 88, Para. 1, [1878MS].

Young men sit down to wine suppers, freely indulge their
appetites for iIntoxicating drink and for tobacco, become
reckless in their deportment, vulgar and turbulent in their
conversation, and frequently seek low and debased society,
excusing themselves under the plea of custom and the ways
of the world. But should young ladies follow such a course
of dissipation they would be utterly and forever disgraced
in the eyes of the whole world. [ST 08-29-78 para. 02] p.-
88, Para. 2, [1878MS].

But it is urged, 'Oh, young men must sow their wild oats."
This 1s a terrible fallacy. It should be borne In mind that
"whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.'™ Young
men who have plunged into dissipation are already reaping
what they have sown. They do not have to wait for mature
years to come before they realize that they must pay the
penalty for every violation of moral law. Every day we see
instances of young men who are debilitated in body and
mind, whose morals are debased, and who are prematurely
dying because they have transgressed Nature"s laws, and
fallen victims to the temptations which the fashions of the
world hold out to them. [ST 08-29-78 para. 03] p. 88,
Para. 3, [1878MS].

The law of Nature is the law of God; and the penalty of
i1ts transgression is visited alike upon men and women. It
IS not customary to hold fathers equally responsible with
mothers for the training of their children. How many
sermons are preached, and how much is written concerning
the mother™s responsibility; while the father i1s apparently
relieved from all the burden. We would appeal to fathers,
in the hope of arousing them to a sense of their God given
responsibility In regard to their children. We would say,
Guard yourselves from cherishing any pernicious habit
which, by i1ts influence, might have a direct or indirect
tendency to weaken the moral susceptibilities of your
children. [ST 08-29-78 para. 04] p. 88, Para. 4, [1878MS].

While the mother may be doing her whole duty in educating
her children to purity of life, the father too frequently,
by his own example, may be opening the door of temptation
to his children. His indulgence in wine and tobacco, and
other sinful practices, lessen the hideousness of sin iIn
their eyes. In keeping with this immoral course, is the



talk that many fathers indulge in before their children, to
the effect that the law of God is no longer binding upon
man; that it was only for the government of the Israelites;
or that i1t was abrogated at the death of Christ.
Intelligent youth are not long iIn comprehending that where
there 1s no law there is no transgression. The wholesome
fear of breaking the commandments of God, grows weaker and
weaker In their minds, until the moral perceptions which
have been carefully trained by the mother, grow to be in
harmony with the father®s sentiments. [ST 08-29-78 para.
05] p- 88, Para. 5, [1878MS].

IT men strictly and conscientiously kept the law of God,
there would be no drunkards, no tobacco inebriates, no
distress, penury, and crime. Liquor saloons would be closed
for want of patronage, and nine-tenths of all misery
existing in the world would come to an end. Young men would
walk forth with erect and noble forms, free and elastic
step, clear eye, and healthy complexions. [ST 08-29-78
para. 06] p. 89, Para. 1, [1878MS